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Sketch  of  the  Life  of  the  celebrated 
Francis  Turrettine,  Professor  of 
Divinity  at  Geneva^  zvho  died 
Anno  1687.  Translated  from 
B.  Pictet's  Latin  Oration,  deli- 
vered  before  the  Academy  of  Ge- , 
Tiera,  tvhen  he  ascended  the 
Theological  Chair,  in  the  room 
of  Turrettine,  his  uncle. 

It  is  not  a  hall  filled  with 
smoky  statutes,”  as  Seneca  ob¬ 
serves,  “  that  can  make  a  man 
illustrious  ;  because  no  one  hath 
lived  for  our  ^^ory,  nor  is  any 
thing  ours  w  hich  existed  before 
us.”  Yet,  if  dignity  of  family  is 
of  any  avail  to  procure  just  vene¬ 
ration  from  lofty  minds,  that  our 
Turrettine  was  nobly  descended, 
is  well  known  to  all  who  have 
heard  that  his  ancestors  held  the 
first  rank  in  the  very  ancient  re¬ 
public  of  Lucca.  The  first  of  that 
t’amilv  who  came  to  Geneva  was 
Francis  Turrettine,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  our  deceased  friend. 
This  man,  more  than  a  century 
since,  impelled  by  an  ardent  zeal 
for  knowing,  and  professing  the 
reformed  religion,  renounced 
every  thing  dear  in  his  native 
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country,  and  after  suffering  many 
hardships,  arrived  at  this  happy 
place.  He  had  lived  for  some 
years  in  Antwerp,  and  was  inti¬ 
mately  acquainted  with  the  most 
illustrious  Marnix  Santaldegond. 
But  that  place  being  besieged  by 
the  Duke  of  Parma,  he  was  forced 
to  leave  it  at  the  hazard  of  hi.s 
life,  and  came  first  to  Geneva,  and 
afterward  to  that  sacred  asylum 
for  proscribed  humanity  and  per¬ 
secuted  religion,  Zurich.  After 
he  had  resided  more  than  five 
years  there,  he  returned  to  this 
city,  where  he  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  days.  He  was  a 
man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  and 
of  a  very  blameless  life  ;  faithful 
to  his  promises,  and  a  lover  of 
true  religion,  which  he  proved 
by  many  acts  of  beneficence  to 
the  poor.  Thus  he  acquired  a 
reputation  which  shed  a  lustre  on 
his  posterity,  outlived  this  transi¬ 
tory  world,  and  does  not  need  to 
fear  the  corroding  tooth  of  time. 
Of  him  it  may  be  said,  “  he  hath 
iliipersed,  he  hath  given  to  the 
poor  ;  his  righteousness  endureth 
for  ever.” 

His  son,  Benedict  Turrettine, 
was  the  father  of  our  departed 
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friend,  lie  was  long  the  princi¬ 
pal  ornament  of  this  city,  acade¬ 
my,  and  Church.  He  shone  with 
no  common  lustre,  and  was  a  very 
warm  defender  of  divine  truth. 
To  him  may  be  applied,  what 
Gregory  Nazianzen  said  of  Atha¬ 
nasius,  “In  praising  Athanasius, 
we  praise  virtue  itself.’’  The 
most  animated  of  Benedict’s  works 
was  his  answer  to  father  Cotton, 
tlie  Jesuit,  that  most  inveterate 
enemy  of  the  Reformation.  Cot¬ 
ton  had  attacked  our  translation 
of  the  Bible ;  and  forgetting  his 
argument,  and  instigated,  doubt¬ 
less,  by  the  father  of  lies,  ven¬ 
tured  to  predict  the  time  when 
the  city  of  Geneva  should  be 
destroyed,  and  the  heresy  of  Cal¬ 
vin  obliterated  from  the  earth. 
Blessed  be  God,  he  has  been 
found  a  liar.  Turrettine  obtained 
a  complete  victory  over  him,  and 
hung  up  the  spoils  in  the  temple 
of  the  God  of  heaven.  In  the 
year  1620,  he  attended  the  Synod 
of  Alez,  in  the  Cevennes.  Peter 
Du  Moulin,  a  man  famous  in  all 
the  Christian  workl,  w’as  mode¬ 
rator  in  that  venerable  assembly. 
Benedict  Turrettine  gained  the 
love  of  all  the  divines  present. 
It  was  difficult  to  know,  whether 
he  excelled  most  in  human  learn¬ 
ing,  or  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
.Scriptures.  In  him  were  united 
a  happy  commanding  authority, 
unaffected  piety,  and  wonderful 
eloquence.  He  had  the  simpli- 
citv  of  a  child  united  to  the  mair- 
nanimity  of  a  hero.  His  love  of 
peace,  and  forbearing  spirit,  were 
equalled  only  by  his  love  to  truth 
and  holiness  ;  virtues  which,  Eras¬ 
mus  said,  met  in  Leo  X.  hut  of 
which,  as  all  the  w  orld  knows,  he 
did  not  possess  the  most  distant 
resemblance.  He  that  had  ac¬ 
quired  immortal  honour  seemed 


deserving  of  a  long  life.  But  he. 
such  was  the  will  of  God,  only 
paid  a  visit  to  this  globe  ;  for  In- 
had  not  re.ached  his  forty-ninth 
year,  when  he  was  torn,  as  it 
j  were,  from  the  bowels  of  his 
country,  by  a  premature  death, 
by  means  of  a  severe  fever.  He 
left  many  children  behind  him. 

Francis  Turrettine,  the  son  of 
Benedict,  was  born  the  17th  of 
October,  1623.  In  this  year  died 
Philip  Du  Plessis,  and  the  great 
Paul  Sarpi,  of  Venice  ;  illustrious 
characters,  whom  no  praise  can 
appreciate.  When  the  stars  dis¬ 
appear  in  one  part  of  our  horizon, 
others  come  forth  to  view  in  an¬ 
other.  In  this  year,  also,  died 
Pope  Gregory  XV.  It  was,  like¬ 
wise,  famous  for  the  Synod  of 
Charenton.  In  the  same  year, 
the  Genevan  Church,  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  primitive 
Christians,  began  to  use  leavened 
bread  in  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper. 

We  admire  the  early  beams  of 
the  sun,  and  from  the  stem  we 
conjecture  the  future  harvest. 
From  his  early  years  Turrettine 
gave  remarkable  specimens  of  his 
greatness  in  after  life.  In  him 
was  conhrmed  what  a  historian  of 
the  first  rank  asserts  concerning 
Probus  the  emperor,  that  no  man 
ever  arrived  at  a  high  degree  of 
eminence  in  virtue,  who  did  not, 
when  young,  discover  something 
great.  These  seeds  of  excellence, 
and  sparks  of  genius,  were  not 
unobserved  by  Turrettine’s  saga¬ 
cious  father,  who,  when  at  the 
point  of  death,  caused  his  son  to 
be  brought  to  his  bedside,  and 
said,  as  with  a  prophetic  impulse, 
“  This  child  is  sealed  with  the 
seal  of  the  living  God  !”  In  some 
such  manner,  Athanasius  and  Ba¬ 
sil  are  said  to  have  discovered 


lhat  greatness  in  early  years,  father  Cotton ;  he  lived,  as  a 
which,  by  the  griice  of  God,  they  light  to  the  youth  in  sacred  stu- 
afterward  attained.  dies,  to  an  extreme  old  age,  and 

Turrettine  soon  completed  his  is  yet  revered  by  us  as  reviving 
course  in  the  languages  and  philo-  in  his  excellent  son.  Another  of 
sophy.  Such  was  the  happy  turn  Turrettine’s  instructors  was  Fre- 
ol  his  mind,  such  his  astonishing  derick  Spanheim,  whose  memory 
progress  in  learning,  that  his  com-  and  reputation  w  ill  never  perish 
panions  willingly  confessed  his! from  the  annals  of  sacred  litera- 
superiority.  His  vigorous  mind.ture,  while  the  sun  rules  the 
left  nothing  unsearched  ;  and j day,  and  the  stars  burn  by  night; 
though  but  a  youth,  he  read  books  who  was  the  miracle  of  Europe, 
w  ith  the  eye  and  attention  of  one  and  whose  death  the  Reformed 
far  advanced  in  life.  He  soon  ^Churches  would  not  cease  tola- 
exceeded  the  sanguine  oxpecta-  ment,  if  he  had  not  left  behind 
tions  of  his  friends  ;  and  every  him  two  such  sons  as  Ezekiel  and 
day  show  ed  that  the  operations  of  Frederick.  What  great  men  !  the 
the  mind  outrun  the  velocity  of  very  eyes  of  the  republic  of  let- 
time.  Having  finished  his  course  ters,  and  whose  w  orth  no  lapse  of 
of  philosophy,  he  applied  all  his  time  can  obliterate,  or  almost 
attention  to  theology.  He  had^equal.  Alexander  More,  one  of 
the  greatest  men  of  his  time  for  the  most  eloquent  of  men,  so  che- 
preceptors  :  John  Deodate,  that  rished  Turrettine,  that,  when  the 
eminent  divine,  w  ho,  in  the  Sy-  latter  published,  anno  1644, 
nod  of  Dort,  a  council  more  cele-  theses  concerning  divine  grace, 
brated  than  any  for  many  ages  as  he  had  defended  one  before  on 
past,  had  as  many  w  itnesses  of  his  political  happiness,  the  master  did 
immense  learning  and  acute  judg-  not  think  it  unworthy  of  his  sta- 
ment  as  he  had  hearers  ;  who,  in  tion  to  celebrate  the  merit  of  his 
a  convention  held  at  Saumor,  so  pupil  in  verse, 
composed  the  difi'erences  of  the  Under  such  masters,  how  much 
hot-spirited  divines,  that  the  he  acquired  let  the  world  judge  ; 
queen  of  France,  oftener  than,  1  will  be  silent.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
once,  ordered  thanks  to  be  given  such  were  his  pow  ers  of  expres¬ 
him  in  her  name  ;  whose  friend-  sion,  that  he  could  give  proba- 
ship  crowned  heads,  and  purpled  bility  to  the  amiable  reveries  of 
eminences  of  the  Church  of  Horne,  certain  philosophers;  and  his 
eagerly  sought ;  and  whose  work  mind  not  only  learned,  but  regis- 
on  the  Bible  is  a  monument  more  tered  w  hat  he  was  taught.  By  the 
lasting  than  brass  :  Theodore  peculiar  favour  of  heaven,  what 
Tronchin,  who  was  also  a  mem-  cost  others  much  attention  and 
ber  of  the  .Synod  of  Dort,  and, labour,  was  hut  a  sport  to  him  to 
w  ho  conducted  himself  in  such  a  i  acquire.  When  he  had  studied 
manner  in  that  assembly  as  to  some  years  at  Geneva,  he  wished 
merit  the  name  of  a  great  divine.; to  visit  other  seminaries  of  learn- 
Nor  is  it  the  least  of  his  praise,  ing  at  that  time  famous  in  the 
that  he  pleased  the  very  brave  world.  He  accordingly  left  his 
De  Rohan.  He  was  a  most  spi-,  native  country,  and  carried  with 
rited  defenderof  the  Reformation,  him  a  very  honourable  testimony 
and  w  rote  an  animated  answer  to.  to  his  character.  liOvden,  whirfi 
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was  then,  ami  still  is,  the  abode 
of  the  3fijses  and  the  nnrsery  of 
"reat  divines,  was  the  first  place 
he  visited.  In  this  celebrated 
seat  of  learnina:,  Turrettine  gain¬ 
ed,  not  only  the  private  affection, 
I)ut  the  public  honorary  esteem  of 
all  the  academy.  He  defended  a 
thesis,  on  the  zi'ritten  "word  ofGody 
before  the  great  Spanheim.  He 
followed  all  the  divines  in  Hol¬ 
land,  who  were  eminent  for  learn¬ 
ing  and  holiness  of  life.  What  a 
group  of  wonderful  divines  were 
then  at  Leyden  ;  Rivet,  Salnia- 
sius,  \  oet,  Hornbeck,  &c. !  Tur¬ 
rettine  protited  much  by  their 
prelections  and  conversation  ; 
and  having  carried  away  in  his  ca¬ 
pacious  mind  idrnost  every  thing 
valuable  in  Leyden,  went  to 
Utrecht.  There  he  saw,  v/ith 
wonder,  that  most  illustrious  and 
learned  virgin,  Anna  Maria  a 
.'^churman  ;  aw  oman  in  whom  were  j 
concentrated  immense  learning ! 
and  sterling  piety  ;  a  woman  not 
inferior,  in  any  degree,  to  the 
Paulas,  Laetas,  &c.  mentioned  by 
the  ancient  fathers.  Having  vi¬ 
sited  every  place  in  Belgium, 
where  he  could  find  any  thing  to 
make  a  good  Minister  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  he  went,  anno  1645,  to 
t>ance,  which  country  has,  from 
Hme  immemorial,  abounded  with 
men  eminent  in  every  branch  of 
science.  He  went  first  to  Paris, 
the  metropolis  of  Europe,  and  the 
mother  of  learning.  At  that  time 
many  great  men  taught  there  ;  as, 
Eakair,  Mestrezat,  Drelincourt, 
Oaille,  and  Blondel.  He  lodged 
in  the  house  of  the  incomparable 
Oaille  ;  and  soon  gained  his  en¬ 
tire  affection.  All  admired  that 
greatness  of  mind,  that  invincible 
love  of  learning,  that  accurate 
judgment,  and  tenacious  memory, 
which  distinguished  this  young 


man  ;  above  all,  his  amiable  mo¬ 
desty,  and  a  course  of  virtue 
without  a  stain.  While  at  Paris, 
he  studied  the  doctrine  of  the 
sphere,  under  Gassendi,  that 
prince  of  philosophers.  He  left 
Paris,  and  went  to  Saumur,  Mon- 
tauban,  and  Nismes,  places  fa¬ 
mous  for  learned  divines,  and  for 
jthe  Reformation.  In  this  last  city, 
celebrated  for  its  antiquities,  the 
stupendous  remains  of  the  Roman 
grandeur,  Turrettine’s  father 
once  discharged  the  pastoral  of¬ 
fice.  There  he  saluted  the  ve¬ 
nerable  Calvus,  who  was  an  inti¬ 
mate  friend  of  Benedict,  and  who, 
seeing  in  Francis  the  very  image 
of  his  father,  could  not  think  of 
parting  with  him.  Thus,  having 
almost  travelled  over  all  France, 
and  having  left  a  grateful  remem¬ 
brance  of  himself  in  every  place, 
Turrettine  returned,  enriched 
with  tb€  knowledge  of  men  and 
things,  to  his  native  country. 

The  time  was  now  come,  when 
those  talents,  committed  to  him 
by  God,  should  be  devoted  to  the 
service  of  the  Church.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  he  was  set  apart  to  the 
holy  ministry,  anno  1648  ;  and  in 
the  following  year  was,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Senate,  admitted  a 
Pastor  of  this  Church.  He  first 
exercised  his  talents  in  the  Ita¬ 
lian  congregation  ;  for  he  could 
preach,  with  equal  facility,  in  the 
French,  Latin,  and  Italian  lan¬ 
guages.  Whenever  he  began  to 
speak  in  public,  all  acknowledged 
his  father  revived  in  him,  and  ad¬ 
mired  Benedict  in  Francis.  As 
often  as  he  ascended  the  pulpit, 
all  flocked  after  him.  Such  was 
the  power  of  his  eloquence,  such 
his  commanding  manner  and  ma¬ 
jestic  mien,  that  he  seemed  to 
have  been  educated  at  Athens  it¬ 
self  ;  and  begat  an  attention  in  the 
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vudience  which  nothing  could  in¬ 
terrupt;  and  an  eagerness  scarcely 
ever  to  be  satisfied,  as  he  conci¬ 
liated  the  regard  of  all  the  citizens 
of  Geneva,  and  the  Senate  were 
so  pleased  with  his  abilities,  they 
•oftener  than  once  offered  him  a 
professorship  in  philosophy  ;  this, 
however,  he  as  often  refused. 

The  fame  of  Turrettine  was 
not  confined  to  the  narrow  pre- 
♦*incts  of  Geneva.  The  Church 
t)f  Lyons,  which  had  lately  lost 
the  very  valuable  Aaron  More, 
their  pastor,  invited  Turrettine, 
by  letter,  to  supply  his  place,  in 
the  words  of  the  man  of  Macedo¬ 
nia,  “  Come  over  and  help  us.” 
This  call,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Senate,  he  accepted  ;  and  was  re¬ 
ceived  at  Lyons  with  every  mark 
of  affection  and  esteem.  The 
Church  of  Lyons  had  not  been 
misinformed  about  their  illustrious 
P.'istor  ;  for  he  so  exerted  himself, 
that,  though  he  was  but  one  year 
among  them,  the  flames  which 
rased  before  in  that  congregation 
were  extinguished,  and  the  most 
perfect  tranquillity  was  restored. 
He  was,  during  his  short  stay, 
eminently  successful.  The  Church 
of  Lyons  was  very  unwilling  to 
part  with  him  ;  but  his  native 
country  could  not  want  such  a 
man  any  longer.  He  left  a  sor¬ 
rowful  people  in  Lyons  ;  and  re¬ 
turning  in  safety,  was  received  at 
Geneva  with  open  arms  ;  it  being 
resolved,  that  he  should  teach  di¬ 
vinity  in  the  place  of  the  venera¬ 
ble  Tronchin,  who  was,  through 
old  age  and  infirmity,  unable  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  oflice. 
Turrettine  accordingly  ascended 
the  theological  chair  in  the  year 
1653,  and  delivered  an  inaugural 
oration  on  the  first  verse  of  the 
Kjustle  to  the  Hebrews,  which 


gained  applause  from  all  his  au¬ 
ditors. 

From  this  day  he  devoted  all 
his  time  and  abilities  to  the  duties 
of  his  office ;  and  how'  much 
knowdedge  he  acquired,  and  with 
what  assiduity  and  learning  he 
taught,  let  others  say\  It  would 
be  fulsome  for  me  to  say'  too 
much  of  my  dear  deceased  uncle, 
let  others  inform  posterity  how 
much  he  did  to  promote  the  glory 
and  kingdom  of  Christ  ;  to  over¬ 
throw  the  power  and  tyranny  of 
Antichrist ;  w  hat  w  as  his  inces¬ 
sant  solicitude  for  the  good  of  the 
Church  ;  how  solidly  and  learn¬ 
edly  he  explained  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  not  with  the  enticing 
words  of  man’s  wisdom,  but  feed¬ 
ing  his  hearers  with  sound  doc¬ 
trine,  keeping  the  medium  be¬ 
tween  farcical  ostentation  and  a 
creeping  vulgarity,  and  exercising 
the  greatest  fear,  lest  the  majesty 
j  of  divine  truth  should  sink  in  the 
{glare  of  pompous  expressions. 
Let  others  relate,  w  ith  w  hat  bold¬ 
ness  he  lashed  the  manners  of  our 
age,  how’  neither  the  blandish¬ 
ments  of  the  polite,  nor  the  frowms 
of  power,  could  make  him  hold 
his  peace.  With  what  intrepidity 
of  soul,  and  force  of  expression, 
did  he  thunder  against  the  vicious 
and  profane  !  How  did  he,  with 
showers  of  tears,  call  the  w  icked 
to  repentance  ?  beseeching  and 
Uvarning  every  man,  not  in  pas- 
jsionate  irritating  words,  but  with 
the  yearnings  of  a  father  over  his 
i  profligate  son.  With  what  dili- 
i  gence  he  taught  in  the  theological 
chair  !  With  what  ease  he  made 
dark  things  clear,  distinguished 
between  truth  and  error,  solved 
difficult  questions  in  divinity,  fol¬ 
lowed  the  sophist  into  his  lurking 
!  places,  and  pursued  the  enemy  oj‘ 
’truth  through  aJ!  Ids  win<jingf  ' 
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All  the  Pastors  of  the  Church, 
except  three  or  four,  were  nursed 
under  his  care  ;  and  though  we 
should  be  silent,  many  eminent 
divines  in  France,  and  Holland, 
and  Switzerland,  will  tell  what  a 
teacher  he  was.  Would  to  God 
he  had  been  teaching  still ! 

Turrettine  was  a  modest  di¬ 
vine,  if  ever  there  was  one.  As 
at  mount  Sinai  the  Lord  set  bounds 
to  the  curiosity  of  the  Israelites, 
so  there  are  certain  limits  fixed 
by  God  to  human  knowledge  in 
this  world  ;  and  some  things  in 
the  Scriptures  over  which  Jeho¬ 
vah  has  thrown  a  veil,  and  which 
w^e  will  not  and  cannot  know,  till 
we  see  Christ  as  he  is.  He  had 
continual  heaviness  in  his  heart, 
liecause  he  saw  all  things  in  the 
ivorld  and  Church  growing  worse 
and  worse.  He  saw,  with  the 
utmost  concern,  the  coat  of  Christ 
torn  to  pieces  ;  the  progress  and 
increase  of  error  ;  the  apostacy 
of  many  from  the  reformed  reli¬ 
gion,  either  through  a  cowardly 
or  avaricious  spirit ;  the  awful 
mysteries  of  Christianity  w  eighed 
in  the  balance  of  depraved  rea¬ 
son,  and  sported  with  by  petty 
philosophers  and  profme  infidels  ; 
the  introduction  of  a  flood  of 
Arian,  Socinian,  and  Arminian 
errors,  nay,  of  the  horrors  of 
Atheism.  These  things  made 
him  almost  shed  tears  of  blood. 
He  admired,  but  did  not  seek,  to 
comprehend  the  deep  things  of 
God  ;  and  he  was  wont  to  tell  his 
pupils,  with  awful  solemnity,  that 
it  was  the  province  of  a  mad  phi¬ 
losophy,  and  an  evidence  of  a 
bold  impious  spirit,  to  seek  far¬ 
ther  than  the  plain  decisions  or 
native  consequences  of  revelation. 

Turrettine  lived  as  he  believ¬ 
ed,  and  walked  as  he  taught.  He 
was  foremost  in  every  thing  love¬ 


ly,  grave,  and  of  good  repofL 
He  was  not  like  those  who  speak 
as  angels,  and  walk  as  men.  What 
Nazianzen  said  of  Athanasius  w  as 
evidently  true  of  T urrettine  :  He 
was  low  in  his  opinion  of  himself, 
but  sublime  in  all  his  actions. 
Though  Turrentine  wdshed  to  do 
actions  worthy  of  praise,  yet  he 
did  not  court  the  applause  of 
men  ;  nor  did  he  ever  thrust  him¬ 
self  forward  to  public  observa¬ 
tion.  A  well-earned  reputation 
he  did  not  decline  ;  hut  he  nei¬ 
ther  studiously  sought  it,  nor 
built  it  on  the  ruins  of  another 
man’s.  As  far  as  can  be  observed, 
he  never  acted  to  please  himself. 

All  he  did  was  for  the  glory  of 
Christ,  the  good  of  the  Church, 
and  especially  for  the  advantage 
of  his  pupils,  who  were  dear  to 
him  as  his  own  soul.  Turrettine 
WMS  not  like  many  divines,  who 
despise  every  thing  but  their 
ow'n  productions  ;  who  defend  an 
opinion,  not  because  it  is  true, 
but  because  it  is  their  own  ;  who 
measure  themselves  by  them¬ 
selves,  and  are  not  wise.  His  au¬ 
thority  was  never  stretched  too 
far.  He  might  have  enjoined, 
but  for  love’s  sake,  he  rather  be¬ 
sought.  His  mind  was  the  very  v 
seat  of  candour,  and  consequently 
a  stranger  to  those  little  jealou¬ 
sies  and  unsanctified  heats  that  dis¬ 
grace  the  religion  of  Jesus.  He 
was  not  an  evil  speaker,  nor  soon 
angry  at  an  opposing  brother. 

His  character,  in  this  instance, 
was  the  reverse  of  Jerome’s,  and 
other  great  men  mentioned  in 
Church  history,  who,  on  all  oc¬ 
casions,  treated  their  antagonists 
with  the  utmost  severity  of  man¬ 
ner,  and  acrimony  of  style,  and 
thus  injured  rather  than  promoted 
their  cause.  Our  deceased  friend 
was  a  great  lover  of  peace  :  h^ 
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\»lteu  said,  that  the  Ministers  of 
the  Gospel  of  Peace  ought  not  to 
be  the  heralds  of  war  ;  and  that 
the  trumpet  of  Zion  should  not 
be  sounded  to  excite  contention 
among  saints.  He  often  lamented, 
that  in  time  of  common  danger, 
divines  should,  by  their  petty 
squabbles,  open  the  gates  to  the 
enemies  of  truth. 

Turrettine  did  not,  through  en¬ 
vy,  look  with  an  evil  eye  upon 
the  excellence  and  reputation  of 
other  men.  He  was  a  real  friend 
to  humanity,  and  to  humanity  in 
tdfliction.  Nothing  excelled  his 
beneficence,  but  the  happy  way 
of  his  discovering  it.  The  widow 
and  the  fatherless,  the  orphan 
and  the  stranger,  found  in  him  a 
patron  and  defender.  He  was, 
in  fact,  what  the  Scriptures  and 
the  fathers  of  the  Church  say  a 
bishop  should  be,  given  to  hospi¬ 
tality,  and  a  lover  of  the  poor. 
As  Olympiodorus  speaks,  he  did ! 
not  measure  his  bounty  by  his 
wealth,  but  from  the  largeness  ofi 
his  affection  to  the  needy.  His  j 
house  w  as  a  kind  of  home  to  every  | 
religious  stranger  that  visited  Ge-  j 
neva,  and  none  left  his  house 
without  profit  ;  for  he  reckoned  j 
with  Titus  and  Frederick  I.  that 
a  day  was  lost  in  which  he  had 
done  no  good.  Turrettine  w’as 
very  laborious  in  study  ;  his 
mind  was  always  on  the  stretch. 
His  study  was  his  pleasure  and 
recreation. 

In  a  short  time  after  he  was 
made  professor  of  divinity,  he 
was  cadled  to  the  rectorship  of 
this,  academy.  This  office  he  dis¬ 
charged  for  many  years,  with 
much  credit  to  himself,  and  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  republic,  and  de¬ 
livered  anniversary  orations  in 
the  fullest  assembly  of  the  Ge¬ 
nevans,  on  topics  worthy  of  a 


man  of  God,  and  of  a  polite  and 
religious  audience,  viz.  On  the 
origin  or  birthday  of  the  school 
and  academy  ;  on  the  election  of 
Pope  Alexander  VII.  ;  on  the 
union  between  virtue  and  truth  ; 
and  on  the  prejudices  that  hinder 
the  spread  of  the  Gospel. 

In  the  year  1662,  another  office 
of  great  honour  and  difficulty  wa^^ 
imposed  upon  Turrettine.  When 
the  walls  of  this  city  were  to  be 
repaired,  and  the  expense  was 
found  more  than  the  slate  could 
bear,  it  was  agreed  to  seek  the 
assistance  of  the  Swiss  cantons, 
and  of  the  United  States  of  Hol¬ 
land  ;  and  none  w^as  reckoned 
more  fit  for  this  embassy  than  the 
son  of  Benedict  Turrettine,  who 
had  been  more  than  forty  years 
before  sent  for  the  same  purpose. 
Francis  Turrettine  left  Geneva  in 
the  month  of  May.  His  recep¬ 
tion  at  Basle  was  very  flattering  ; 
the  divines  of  that  seminary  vied 
with  each  other  in  testifying  their 
great  affection  for  him.  From 
thence  he  went  to  Holland,  wffiere 
their  High  Mightinesses  received 
him  very  cordially ;  and,  as  n 
token  of  their  esteem,  honoured 
him  with  a  golden  chain,  and  a 
large  piece  of  plate.  Turrettine 
*  could  never  forget  the  attentions 
!  he  received  in  Holland,  especially 
j  the  marked  regard  of  that  miracle 
I  of  our  age,  the  prince  of  Orange. 
His  embassy  succeeded  to  his 
i  wish  ;  and  if  we  are  silent,  the 
^  fortifications  of  the  city  will  cry 
out.  it  is  unnecessary  here  to 
narrate  how  much  the  Churches 
ill  Holland,  especially  the  Church 
at  the  Hague,  wished  to  have  this 
luminary  of  the  Reformation  again 
among  them.  But  their  attempts 
to  recall  him  were  fruitless.  He 
left  them ;  and,  from  a  strong 
love  to  Geneva,  broke  through 
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every  entangleruent  of  honour,  Iroin  the  cavils  and  reproaches  of 
affection,  and  grief.  He  continued,  !  its  enemies.  In  1666,  he  pub- 
however,  to  correspond  with  the  lished  his  disputations  concerning 
great  and  good  men  of  that  conn-  the  satisfaction  of  Christ,  against 
try  to  the  day  of  his  death.  Tur-  Socinus  and  his  hell-hatched 
rettine,  taking  another  route  on  brood.  In  the  year  1674,  he 
his  way  home,  travelled  through  corrected  his  celebrated  System. 
Germany,  and  returned  home  by  With  this  system  every  divine 
the  way  of  Paris.  Thither  he  ought  to  be  acquainted,  otherwise 
went  to  congratulate  his  old  pre-  he  will  fight  in  the  dark  against 
ceptors.  Those  of  them  w^ho  the  enemies  of  the  truth.  Tur- 
were  alive,  rejoiced  to  see  their  rettine  long  hesitated  whether  he 
former  scholar,  now  wiser  than  should  publish  his  great  work, 
his  teachers.  He  preached  tw  ice  j  He  knew  that  the  world  was  al¬ 
to  most  crowded  audiences  in  the  ready  filled  with  books  of  this 
Church  of  Charenton,  which,  kind,  and  that  the  taste  of  the  age 
alas  !  is  now  no  more.  At  that  was  fonder  of  books  that  fed  the 
time  he  became  acquainted  with  fancy  than  instructed  the  mind, 
the  matchless  John  Claude,  the  His  love  of  truth,  and  the  cause 
glory  and  eminent  diifender  of  the  of  Christ,  however,  prevailed 
Reformation,  whose  character  is  over  his  inclination,  and  that 
far  above  my  praise.  Turrettine  work,  so  long  desired  by  the  pub- 
returned  safely  home,  and  was  lie,  was  published,  and  gratified 
received  with  open  arms  by  all  their  fullest  expectations.  He 
his  countrymen.  The  city  and  received  letters  from  many  learn- 
Churcb,  though  at  that  time  in  |  ed  divines,  testifying  their  appro- 
mourning  on  account  of  the  death  bation  of  his  views  of  divine  truth, 
of  the  great  L^ger,  were  com- 'He  published  his  Sermons  the 
forted  by  the  arrival  and  presence  same  year,  w  hich  are  in  almost 
of  Turrettine.  every  body’s  possession.  In  the 

He  returned  to  his  w’ork  with  year  1668,  he  revised  and  pub- 
greater  alacrity  than  ever.  In  lished  his  Disjmtations  anew,  and 
the  year  1668,  he  was  again  rec-j  added  ten  new  ones  to  that  edi¬ 
tor  of  this  academy,  and,  w  ith  his  tion.  He  had  begun  to  revise 
usual  judgment  and  eloquence,  part  of  his  System,  when  he  was 
delivered  an  oration  on  the  pre-  taken  to  Heaven  by  the  Sovereign 
servation  of  Geneva,  and  the  Head  of  the  Church, 
evils  and  scandals  of  the  Church.  This  man,  who  feared  God 
Nothing  was  now  wanting  to  his  greatly,  had  been  long  bowed 
external  happiness  but  a  consort.,  down  to  the  grave  wuth  grief,  on 
He  married,  about  this  time,  Eli-  account  of  the  melancholy  state 
xaheth  de  Masse,  a  most  illus-  of  the  Reformed  Churches.  As 
trious  virgin.  She  brought  him  was  said  of  Ihisil,  so  we  may  say 
one  daughter,  and  three  sons,  of  Turrettine,  “  While  others 
Only  one  of  the  sons  is  now’  alive,  regard  only  their  own  things,  and 
and  seems,  in  every  respect,  see  only  w  hat  is  among  their  own 
w  orthy  of  such  a  father.  feet,  or  w  hat  concerns  their  own 

In  the  year  1664,  Turrettine  interest,  he  went  farther,  his  spi- 
iiefuted  the  letter  of  the  Pope,  rit  trembled  for  every  thing  done 
and  vindicated  the  Reformation  against  Christ’s  spouse  ;  in  evorv 
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thing  he  was  moderate,  but  in 
this  he  knew  no  bounds  ;  when 
truth  lay  in  the  street,  when  the 
members  of  Christ  were  scatter¬ 
ed,  he  could  take  no  sleep,  his 
soul  was  rent  with  anguish.”  How  i 
often  have  we  heard  him  groan-  i 
ing,  and  seen  him  weeping  over  I 
the  massacres  of  Piedmont,  and  i 

^  I 

when  he  beheld  the  miserable  re¬ 
mains  of  our  brethren  there  ?  How 
often  w  as  his  face  foul  with  w  eep¬ 
ing  at  the  state  of  the  Protestant 
Churches  in  France,  who  are 
now^  the  sport  of  bigoted  priests 
and  faithless  tyrants  !  With  what 
feeling  did  he  repeat  the  latter 
part  of  the  eightieth  Psalm ! 
Great  God,  thou  heardest  these 
groans,  thou  sawest  these  tears  ; 
and  ye,  my  hearers,  have  seen 
him  in  tears,  when  bewailing  the 
Churches  of  Christ.  The  Lord 
hath  now  wiped  all  his  tears 
away  :  and  thus  we  come  to  the 
concluding  scene  of  his  life. 

Turrettine’s  health  had  long 
been  very  good.  If  the  strictest 
temperance  and  an  unshaken  mind 
could  have  ensured  a  long  life,  he 
had  lived  long  indeed!  We  sel¬ 
dom  saw’  him  sick.  He  w’jfs  some¬ 
times  subjected  to  a  colic,  and 
twice  felt  the  excruciating  pains 
of  the  gout.  We  promised  our¬ 
selves  a  long  possession  of  such 
an  invaluable  treasure ;  but  it 
was  determined  otherwise.  Tur- 
rettine's  great  soul  could  dwell  no 
longer  in  the  frail  tenement  of 
the  body!  On  the  26th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1 687,  the  day  in  which  he  was 
first  confined  to  bed,  he  rose  very 
early,  long  before  the  rising  of 
(he  sun,  and  wrote  letters  to  some 
of  his  dearest  friends  in  the 
Church ;  as  to  Heidegger  and 
Peter  Jurieu,  the  luminaries  of 
the  age  in  which  they  lived,  and 
would  have  written  more,  but  his 


strength  failed  him..  He  con¬ 
versed,  that  day,  about  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ, 
with  several  of  his  friends,  till 
ten  o’clock,  when,  on  a  sudden, 
he  felt  the  approach  of  the  last 
enemy.  O  happy  day,  that  found 
him  so  employed  !  As  soon  as  he 
felt  himself  seized  with  this  sick¬ 
ness  unto  death,  his  mind  looking 
into  futurity,  augured  the  issue, 
and  he  did  not  choose  to  con 
ceal  it  from  his  dear  sister. 
Whenever  I  heard  of  his  dis¬ 
tress,  I  hastened  to  his  bed-side, 
and  was  thus  accosted  by  ray 
much-esteemed  uncle.  “  The 
time  is  now  come,  when,  to  my 
inexpressible  joy,  I  will  be  de¬ 
livered  from  the  prison  of  the 
body,  and  am  only  sorry,  that, 
through  my  great  affliction,  I  can¬ 
not  pray  as  I  ought  to  my  eternal 
Father.  1  know,  however,  whom 
I  have  believed,  and  whom  I  will 
trust,  while  1  have  any  being. 
My  soul  pants,  through  all  its 
powers,  for  Christ,  and  none  but 
Christ.  This  1  earnestly  beg  of 
God,  that,  having  forgiven  all  my 
sins,  he  would  give  me  strength 
and  patience  to  bear  my  trouble, 
and  give  me  an  easy  passage  to  a 
blessed  immortality.”  The  most 
skilful  physicians  in  Geneva  were 
called,  in  order  to  relieve,  if  they 
could  not  remove,  the  disorder. 
While  they  were  exerting  all 
their  skill,  he  was  addressing  him¬ 
self  to  the  great  Judge  of  all,  in 
the  words  of  David,  “  Enter  not* 
into  judgment  with  thy  servant 
and,  “  O  Christ,  wash  my  soul  in 
thy  blood.”  “  Hear,  Father,  the 
powerful  voice  of  his  blood,”  &c. 
On  the  following  day,  the  physi¬ 
cians,  with  great  concern, informed 
us,  that  all  the  powers  of  medicine 
could  give  him  no  relief.  We  hoped 
for  his  recovery,  and  stood  weep- 
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ing  around  him.  lie,  collected  in 
himself,  and  prepared  for  all 
events,  said  to  us,  Why  do  you 
weep  ?  The  way  of  death  must 
be  trod  once  by  all.  The  life  we 
now  live,  is  not  life  :  it  is  the 
abode  of  sin  ;  a  sea  of  cares  ;  a 
school  of  sorrow  ;  it  is  death  it¬ 
self.  The  life  which  I  am  soon 
to  live,  is  only  worthy  of  the 
name.  O !  when  shall  I  leave 
this  habitation  of  sin,  this  field  of 
affliction  ?  O!  when  shall  1  be 
dissolved  in  death,  be  master  of 
myself,  and  enjoy  eternal  happi¬ 
ness  in  the  presence  of  Christ  ? 
The  last  day  he  lived,  he  spoke 
many  affecting  things  to  his  son, 
(Alphonsus)  and,  among  other 
things,  gave  in  charge  the  four 
following:  the  care  of  the  Church 
of  God,  if  ever  he  was  a  minister  ; 
a  love  of  truth,  humility,  and  cha¬ 
rity.  And  when  1  stood  beside 
him,  he  exhorted  me,  in  the 
strongest  expressions,  to  diligence 
in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Many 
things  he  said,  which  grief  per¬ 
mits  me  not  to  utter,  but  which  1 
shall  never  forget  while  I  live. 
Towards  evening,  he  was  ob¬ 
served  to  decline  rapidly  ;  but  he 
told  us,  he  would  not  die  that 
night,  but  would  see  the  light  of 
another  day !  We  all  admired 
his  patience  in  his  trouble  ;  and 
if,  at  any  time,  through  the  force 
of  his  distress,  an  impatient  w  ord 
escaped  him,  he  instantly  returned 
to  himself,  and  praised  the  infinite 
mercies  of  God.  The  next  morn¬ 
ing,  he  knew  his  dissolution  was 
near.  “  The  day  is  now^  come,” 
cried  he,  “  w'hen  1  shall  go  forth 
to  meet  my  Saviour.  Farew^ell, 
cruel  absence,  for  ever  !”  Mi¬ 
chael  Turrettine,  a  dear  relation 
of  the  deceased,  and  professor  of 
oriental  languages  in  the  acade¬ 
my,  came  to  see  his  dying  friend. 


He  bore  witness  to  the  triith  of 
religion  ;  confessed  he  had  been 
a  great  sinner,  and  needed  much 
repentance  unto  life  ;  but  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  had  the  fullest  as¬ 
surance  of  the  remission  of  his 
sins  through  Christ  ;  that  he  em¬ 
braced  the  divine  mercy  with  all 
his  heart,  and,  as  a  dying  man, 
begged  of  God  that  he  would  wash 
him  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
and  receive  him  now  into  the 
mansions  of  the  blessed.  He  re¬ 
commended  to  him  the  Church, 
the  academy,  and  his  son.  He 
begged  of  him  to  salute  the  senate 
in  his  name  ;  and  to  tell  them, 
that  he  died  in  the  same  faith  in 
w  hich  he  had  lived,  and  which  he 
had  taught ;  to  exhort  the  bre¬ 
thren  in  the  ministry,  to  lay  aside 
all  guile  and  differences,  and 
strive  together  for  the  faith  of 
the  Gospel,  and  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord  ;  to  live  mindful  of  their 
common  order,  character,  office, 
mortality,  and  the  account  they 
must  render  of  their  stewards  hi,, 
at  the  tremendous  tribunal  ofGod  ! 

We  continued  praying,  and 
wdien  one  said.  Let  us  go  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  he  cried  out,  as 
if  impatient  of  delay.  Let  us  go, 
let  us  go  !  His  face  was  not  like 
that  of  a  dying  man,  but  of  one 
that  was  triumphing!  He  seemed 
to  be  in  heaven,  not  on  earth. 
Immediately  after  this  he  gave  lu 
his  last  benediction,  commending 
us  to  God  with  all  his  heart,  and, 
without  any  convulsion  of  his 
body,  without  any  contortion  of 
his  face  or  eyes,  he  fell  asleep  in 
Jesus.  Blessed  are  the  dead  who 
die  in  the  Lord  ! 

Thus  died  Turrettine,  aged 
sixty-four  years.  God  grant  that 
we  all  may  be  enabled  to  live  as 
he  did,  and  to  die  in  like  manner. 
Amen. 
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I W  c  insert  the  following  communica¬ 
tion,  in  fvJtJilmtid  of  our  promise. 
We  will  not  take  upon  ourselves  the 
responsibility  of  any  of  the  irony  or 
severity  it  contains. — £rf.] 

MKSSRS.  EDITORS, 

SEEING  in  your  Number  for 
December,  a  few  strictures  on  the 
Classis  of  Albany,  relative  to  the 
ordination  of  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  and 
thinking  the  subject  important, 
on  account  of  some  of  its  bear¬ 
ings,  I  avail  myself  of  the  privi¬ 
lege  which  you  promised  to  “  any 
member”  of  that  Classis. 

The  communication  alluded  to, 
is  addressed  to  “To  the  Members 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  in 
America  f  and  signed  “  A  Friend 
to  the  good  old  customs  and  usages 
of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Churchy  as 
established  in  the  Synod  of  Dort^ 
.({nnis  1618  a/?c?‘1619.”  That 
this  address,  and  this  signature, 
are  both  suthciently  sublime,  can¬ 
not  well  be  disputed.  Assure 
your  correspondent,  that  we,  in 
the  north,  have  bestowed  upon 
them  an  ample  share  of  the  pro¬ 
per  kind  of  admiration.  Permit 
me  also  to  felicitate  our  Church, 
that  her  violated  “  standards  and 
usages,  forms  and  customs,”  have, 
at  last,  found  an  advocate  ! — and 
an  advocate  of  such  a  stamp  ! 

Secundum  art  m,  he  begins  with 
a  sort  of  an  apology.  But  strange 
that  he  should  have  thought  it  ne¬ 
cessary  to  bespeak  our  favour  on 
such  a  subject ! — particularly  as 
he  was  supported  by  such  im¬ 
posing  titles,  both  in  front  ant 
rear  !  How  could  he  be  so  dis¬ 
trustful  of  his  cause  ?  How  coulc 
he  so  betray  his  suspicion  of  the 
friends  to  whom  he  had  so  so¬ 
lemnly  appealed  ?  How  could  he 
*hink  that  he  «tood  in  danger  of 


“  meriting  the  opprobious  name 
of  bigotry  ?”  He  should  have  re¬ 
collected,  that,  standing  in  the  fa¬ 
vourite  character  of  “  A  F riend  to 
:he  good  old  customs,  &^c.”  he 
had  already  a  good  passport  to 
our  hearts,  and  would  have  found 
all  our  prepossessions  on  his  side  ; 
so  that  with  all  true  Dutchmen,  he 
would  have  carried  every  thing 
before  him  without  an  apology. 

Perhaps,  however,  your  cor¬ 
respondent  had  respect  to  such  a^ 
cannot  see  and  feel  exactly  as  we 
do.  In  that  case,  his  method  is 
certainly  well  chosen.  But  then, 
the  very  thing  which  makes  his 
apology  necessary^  made  the  pro¬ 
cedure  of  our  Classis  at  least  ex¬ 
pedient.  There  are  every  where 
around  us,  and  in  the  midst  of  us, 
hundreds  and  thousands,  who, 
having  descended  from  different 
ancestors,  are  not  disposed  to 
make  every  allowance  for  our 
inbred  attachments  to  the  “  forms 
and  customs  of  Holland ;”  and 
sometimes  insist  upon  it  that  the 
tutelary  care  of  St.  Andrew  or 
St.  Patrick  is  as  good  as  that  of 
St.  Nicholas.  They  may  be  so 
uncivil  as  to  hint,  that  our  “  forms 
and  customs”  (so  far  as  there  was 
any  design  or  deliberation  about 
them)  were  contrived  more  than 
two  centuries  ago,  in  a  country 
beyond  the  Atlantic,  under  the 
eye  of  a  civil  government,  which 
had  always  a  finger  in  the  affair, 
amidst  the  influence  of  habits 
which  had  not  yet  been  perfectly 
purged  from  the  tang  of  Papacy, 
and,  in  a  word,  under  circum¬ 
stances  vastly  different  from  those 
of  the  Church  in  this  new  coun¬ 
try,  and  in  these  later  days.  If 
pressed,  they  may  perhaps  yet 
further  suggest,  that  the  General 
Synod,  held  in  New-York,  in 
1792,  in  the  recitals  and  explana- 
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lory  articles,  then  and  there  rati¬ 
fied,  did  (as  the  Convention,  1771, 
had  done  before  them)  repeatedly 
recognize  the  principle  of  con¬ 
sulting  “  local  circumstances,^^  in 
the  application  and  execution  of 
the  '■*  ecclesiastical  ordinances”  of 
Holland,  “  in  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church  in  America.”  They  may 
from  this  proceed  to  point  out 
some  manifest  inconsistencies  be¬ 
tween  the  explanatory  and  the 
originalarticles  of  Church  govern¬ 
ment.  They  may  even,  perhaps, 
go  so  far,  as  to  remark  concern¬ 
ing  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  it¬ 
self,  that,  although  they  believe 
its  doctrines,  yet  they  cannot  be¬ 
lieve  that  these  doctrines  are  as 
precisely  defined,  or  as  judicious¬ 
ly  arranged  as  they  might  be  ; 
and  moreover  to  insinuate  a  sus¬ 
picion,  that  some  of  our  most  use¬ 
ful  ministers  are  forced  to  pay  it 
more  respect  than  they  really  feel. 

Now,  if  some  men  are  venture¬ 
some  enough  to  take  such  liber¬ 
ties,  what  shall  we  do  ?  In  our 
land  of  freedom  and  toleration, 
they  will  sometimes  say  wliat  they 
think — particularly  when  pro¬ 
voked  to  it  by  sticklers  for  “  forms 
and  customs  and  how  shall  w’e 
help  ourselves  ?  It  often  happens 
too — unfortunately  for  us,  or 
otherwise — that  these  very  pre¬ 
sumptuous  and  unreasonable  peo¬ 
ple  are  in  situations  to  give  es¬ 
sential  support  to  some  of  our 
Churches.  “  Ah, that's  the  rub!” 
Well  might  your  correspondent 
think  of  an  apology  I  Here  is 
something  at  w  hich  everi/  Dutch¬ 
man,  w  ho  is  a  real  friend  to  his 
Church,  should  pause.  The 
question  is — Shall  we  shut  out 
the  persons  and  support  of  these 
people  ?  or  shall  w'e,  by  making 
a  compromise  of  non-essentials, 
incorporate  them  with  ourselvos  ? 


Shall  w^e,  by  insisting  upon  our 
Shibboleths,  contract  and  weaken 
our  Zion  ?  or  shall  we,  by  giving 
up  a  few  mere  forms,  strengthen 
her  stakes  and  lengthen  her  cords. 
Your  correspondent,  to  be  sure, 
would  be  in  favour  of  a  conscien¬ 
tious  and  rigid  adherence.  Per¬ 
haps  he  would  insist  upon  the  old 
costume  of  wigs,  bands,  and. 
gowns  ;  perhaps  even  upon  the 
black  bags  with  bells,  to  collect 
the  alms,  by  way  of  ej)isode, 
near  the  middle  of  the  sermon. 
Whether  the  “  friend  to  the  good 
old  customs  and  usages”  would, 
in  all  or  any  part  of  this,  be  weak 
or  wise — bigoted  or  catholic — 
show  narrow  prejudices,  or  en¬ 
larged  and  enlightened  views — is 
another  question  : — and  a  ques¬ 
tion  on  which  the  Classis  of  Al¬ 
bany  would  probably  differ  from 
him.  Arid,  if  the  “  renowned 
Synod  of  Dort”  deserved  the  high 
encomiums  for  wisdom  which  we 
all  readily  bestow  upon  them — 
they  too  would  any  time  have 
given  up  trifles  and  little  preju¬ 
dices,  in  order  to  secure  great 
and  lasting  advantages.  Unques¬ 
tionably,  if  they  had  acted  under 
our  circumstances,  they  w  ould,  in 
some  things  relating  to  external 
order,  have  been  more  Ameri¬ 
can.  Unquestionably  they  would 
have  too  much  w  isdom,  too  much 
Christian  magnanimity,  to  reject 
a  measure  which  is  good  and 
useful  in  itself,  merely  because  if 
happens  to  be  “  established  in  a 
sister  Church.”"^ 

*  The  spirit  of  our  ancestors  in  this  re¬ 
spect  appears  suflficicnlb  from  the  fact,  that 
at  the  Synod  held  at  EmlxJen,  in  1571,  the 
rrif-mhers  not  only  subscribed  the  Conles- 
sion  of  the  Low  Countries,  but  (as  a  Belgit 
liistoriaii  informs  us;  “  they  subsenbed  also 
the  Confession  of  Faith  of  the  French 
Churches,  as  a  proof  of  their  bring  united 
with  them'- 
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It  will  be  difficult  to  persuade 
ihc  Classis  of  Albany  that  we  are 
to  be  so  rigidly  bound  by  the  pre¬ 
scribed  form,  that  we  shall  never 
again  dare  to  favour  the  people 
with  additional  addresses  and 
prayers  at  an  ordination.  If  we 
are  to  be  so  trammelled  in  this 
particular,  then  I  suppose  we 
must  also  “  conscientiously  and 
rigidly  adhere”  to  all  the  other 
prayers  and  forms  prescribed  in 
the  Liturgy,  without  addition  or 
diminution.  What  then  is  tQ  be 
dune  with  the  poor  minister 
whose  face  does  not  happen  to 
possess  sufficient  thickness  of 
skin  for  reading,  before  modest 
company,  the  m'fiole  of  the 
“  Form  for  the  conhrmation  of 
Marriage  ?” 

Now,  Messrs.  Editors,  if  fond¬ 
ness  for  favour  was  my  ruling 
passion,  common  prudence  would 
tell  me  to  be  either  silent,  or  to 
join  vociferously  in  the  cry  for 
“  good  old  customs  and  usages.” 

I  am  not  insensible  of  the  risk  I 
am  running.  And  I  freely  con¬ 
fess  iny  counige  is  a  little  startled, 
when  I  reflect  on  the  fate  of  those 
who,  in  old  times,  transgressed  the 
traditions  of  the  elders.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  am  supported  by 
the  thought,  that  the  time  has 
gone  by,  when  we  all  thought  it 
necessary  to  bring  both  ministers 
and  brick  over  from  Holland  for 
edification  in  America.  Of  our 
prejudices,  which  yet  remain, 
another  generation  will  form  a 
more  matured  judgment  than  the 
present.  Indeed,  the  number  of 
our  brethren  is  already  getting  to 
be  small,  who  think  it  wisdom  to 
i»e  always  running  after  shadows,! 


Instead  of  securing  .their  sub¬ 
stance.  Most  people  have  learnt 
to  think  a  little  for  themselves. 
Almost  every  body  has  found  out 
that  mere  antiquity  is  not  the 
only,  or  even  the  best  recommen¬ 
dation  of  any  opinions  or  customs. 
The  names  of  Aristotle  and  Lom- 
bardus,  which  once  carried  such 
universal  sway  over  the  minds  of 
men,  are  in  these  latter  days  re¬ 
membered  more  for  amusement 
than  veneration.  It  is  no  longer 
accounted  high  treason  against 
philosophy  to  slight  the  catego¬ 
ries  of  the  one — or  against  ortho¬ 
doxy,  to  doubt  the  sentences  of 
the  other. 

Rut,  to  reduce  the  matter  in 
hand  to  a  short  issue — let  us 
“  conscientiously  and  rigidly^  ^  in¬ 
sist  upon  all  our  peculiarities  ; 
and  we  shall  in  the  same  propor¬ 
tion  narrow  our  limits  and  abridge 
our  influence.  Let  us  pursue 
your  correspondent’s  “  measures 
to  restore  and  preserve  uniformity 
- with  our  mother  Church 


and  it  needs  not  prophetic  in¬ 
spiration  to  foresee  that  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  “  Reformed  Dutch 
in  North  America”  will  soon  come 
to  a  close.  Men  of  sense  lament 
that  we  have  already  lost  so  many 
golden  opportunities  to  favour  our 
Zion.  Let  us  not  lose  any  more. 
At  least  let  not  our  Classis  be 
again  assailed  while  they  remain 
sincerely  attached  to  their 
Church,  and  are  endeavouring, 
hy  what  they  think  an  enlight¬ 
ened  and  liberal  policy,  to  pro¬ 
mote  her  best  interests. 

A  Member  of  the  Classis 
of  Albany. 
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I.  Sermojis  on  Practical  Subjects, 
By  William  Barlass,  Minister 
of  the  Gospel,  With  the  Cor¬ 
respondence  between  the  Author 
and  the  Rev.  John  Newton, 
late  Rector  of  St,  Mary  Wool- 
noth,  Lombard-street,  London  ; 
never  before  published  : — and  a 
Biographical  Sketch  of  the  Au¬ 
thor  prefixed.  By  Peter  Wil¬ 
son,  LL.D.,  and  Professor  of 
Languages  in  Columbia  College, 
New-York, — New-York,  pub¬ 
lished  by  James  Eastburn  & 
Co.  1818.  pp.  607. 

(Concluded  from  p.  499.) 


The  correspondence  between 
the  Author  of  these  Sermons  and 
the  venerable  Rector  of  St.  Mary 
Woolnoth,  London,  is  an  exceed¬ 
ingly  valuable  appendage  to  the 
volume  before  us.  The  letters 
of  Newton  proved  highly  useful 
to  our  Author  when  placed  in 
circumstances  of  no  common  dif- 
hculty  and  despondence,  and  must 
be  peculiarly  acceptable  to  all 
who  have  read  and  relished  the 
Letters  of  Omicron.  The  cor¬ 
respondence  commenced  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Barlass,  while  a  stu¬ 
dent,  belonging  to  the  Antibur¬ 
gher  Synod  in  Scotland,  and  was 
continued  fora  longtime,  without 
cither  of  them  having  ever  seen 
the  other. 


Do  you  inquire,”  says  Mr.  Bar- 
lass,  in  his  first  letter  to  Newton, 
wliat  is  the  occasion  of  iny  writing 
you  t  I  can  only  say,  that  it  is  to  testify 
the  very  great  esteem  1  have  for  you 
as  an  instrument  in  God’s  hand  of  re- 
v’ving  his  truth,  when  so  generally 


despised  by  a  self- wise  and  blind  gene¬ 
ration  ;  and  humbly,  though  very  ear¬ 
nestly,  beseech  you  to  proceed  as  far 
as  possible  in  your  writings.” — p.  521. 


And  again,  p.  522. 


“  Do  you  ask,  why  I  am  so  desirous 
to  see  more  of  your  writings.^  It  is 
because  1  hope  they  will  be  of  the 
same  kind,  if  not  still  more  excellent, 
than  those  which  have  already  appear¬ 
ed.  In  those  already  published,  there 
is  that  conformity  to  the  sacred  oracles 
in  the  sentiment,  that  ease  and  simpli¬ 
city  in  the  manner,  and  that  agreeable 
variety  in  the  subjects  treated,  which 
will  render  them  generally  acceptable, 
and  generally  useful  among  those  who 
are  not  ashamed  of  the  simplicity  and 
plainness  of  the  Gospel:  and  I  hope 
God  W’ill  not  suffer  them  to  be  without 
effect,  even  on  those  who  are  yet  stran¬ 
gers,  and  so  enemies,  to  the  doctrines  of 
grace.  The  experience  of  thousands 
now  in  glory  can  attest  the  utility  of 
human  writings,  when,  like  yours,  all 
their  beauty,  force,  and  value  flow 
from  the  great  original,  the  Scriptures. 

“  The  more  1  read,  the  more  I  admire 
every  thing  of  yours  which  has  yet 
come  to  my  hand.  Your  writings  are 
free  of  those  noxious  qualities  which  too 
often  spoil  the  labours  of  otherwise  very 
eminent  divines.  No  affected  warmth, 
no  lumber  of  cold,  uninteresing  digres¬ 
sions,  no  subtile,  unintelligible  intrica¬ 
cies,  no  pomp  of  unmeaning  words,  no 
parade  of  human  learning,  no  ill-na¬ 
tured  reflections,  no  violent  party  spi¬ 
rit,  tarnish  your  page.  It  is  a  mixture 
of  these  which  renders  the  writings  of 
some,  much  versant  in  the  Scriptures, 
very  unlike  that  pattern  after  which 
they  should  copy.  Even  persons  en¬ 
lightened  by  the  Divine  Spirit  are  sub¬ 
ject  to  these  errors.  One  thing  1  highly 
esteem  in  you  is,  that,  while  you  keep 
off  the  rock  of  a  narrow'  spirit,  and  its 
never-failing  attendant,  a  contentious 
disproportionate  zeal,  you  do  not,  as 
most  men  in  this  age,  split  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  one,  a  lukew  ann  indifference  for  the 
truths  of  tlie  Gospel. ”-^pp.  522,  523. 


••  I  know,  Irom  the  peculiar  modesty! 
which  1  discern  in  you,  that  you  will 
think  1  speak  loo  highly  of  your  'works. 

1  do  frankly  acknowledge  Uiat  1  never 
was  so  fond  of,  and  perhaps  never  pro¬ 
fited  so  much  from,  any  human  compo¬ 
sitions  as  yours.  In  every  case  1  detest 
flattery,  and  w'ould  not,  durst  not  use 
it  with  you.  But  I  am  not  afraid  to 
speak  as  1  have  done,  because  1  well 
know'  you  w'ill  ascribe  all  the  glory  to 
its  due  Author,  and  abhor  the  very 
thought  of  sharing  the  least  degree  of  it 
with  him.^—p.  524. 

The  letters  of  Mr.  Barlass  to 
Newton  contain  an  impartial  and 
interesting  sketch  of  the  origin  and 
principles  of  the  Seceders  in  Scot¬ 
land,  and  of  the  peculiar  difl'er- 
ence  between  the  Burghers  and 
Antiburghers,  As  their  history  is 
not  as  generally  known  as  it  ought 
to  be,  we  cannot  refrain  from 
quoting  a  part  of  the  account 
drawn  by  this  intelligent  Anti¬ 
burgher,  at  the  request  of  New¬ 
ton,  and  in  making  which  our  Au¬ 
thor  declares  he  is  “  not  con¬ 
scious  of  writing  one  word  dic¬ 
tated  by  partiality.’’ 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  are  dis¬ 
posed  to  inquire  into  the  principles  of 
Seceders,  and  if  it  w'ere  in  my  power  I 
would  be  particularly  glad  to  offer  you 
some  hints,  w  hich  might  be  of  use  to 
give  you  some  notion  of  the  difference 
between  the  Burghars  and  Antibur¬ 
ghers.  It  will  be  necessary  in  the  first 
place  to  say  something  of  the  Secession 
testimony.  It  is  a  testimony  against  the 
manner  of  settling  religion  in  Scotland 
at  the  Revolution.  Then  the  Lord 
wrouglit  a  w'onderful  deliverance  for 
us,  but  we  sadly  misimproved  it.  It  is 
a  branch  of  Presbyterian  principles, 
that  the  government  of  the  Church  by 
Presbytery  is  the  only  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  that  Christ  has  appointed  in  his 
house ;  being  eitually  removed  from 
lordly  domination,  and  from  popular 
disorder.  But  by  the  act  of  settle¬ 
ment,  Presbytery  was  established  in 
??cotland  upon  this  principle,  that 
there  is  no  fixe<l  form  of  f'hurch  go¬ 


vernment  appointed  in  the  word  of 
God ;  that  several  forms  of  it  may  be 
agreeable  to  the  Scripture,  and  that 
Presbytery  was  preferable  in  Scotland 
only  for  a  political  reason,  because  the 
most  agreeable  to  the  genius  and  incli¬ 
nations  of  the  people.  This  is  one  rea¬ 
son  why  Seceders  disapprove  of  the 
manner  of  settling  religion  at  the  Revo¬ 
lution.  Presbyterians  look  upon  the 
intrinsic  power  of  the  Church  as  an 
invaluable  trust  committed  to  her, 
which  she  is  never  to  give  up  to  the 
greatest  prince,  or  the  greatest  prelate, 
under  heaven.  It  is  a  power  of  preach¬ 
ing  the  word,  of  exercising  discipline 
and  government  without  being  account¬ 
able  to  the  civil  magistrate.  The 
Church,  according  to  the  principles  of 
Presbyterians,  knows  no  head  besides 
Christ.  But  at  the  Revolution  the  in¬ 
trinsic  power  of  the  Church  was  in  part 
given  up  to  the  king,  in  regard  that  he, 
or  his  commissioner,  were  allowed  b\' 
tliat  settlement  to  specify  the  time  and 
place  for  the  meeting  of  her  assemblies. 
It  is  obvious,  that  this  renders  it  easy 
for  the  magistrate  to  impede  or  inter¬ 
rupt  the  proceedings  of  her  judicatures. 
Seceders  think  it  necessary  to  testify 
against  this,  in  order  to  hold  fast  the 
liberty  wherewith  Christ  has  made 
them  free.  Besides,  Seceders  hold  it 
to  be  a  duty,  enjoined  by  the  word  of 
God,  for  a  people  in  their  social  capa¬ 
city,  whether  many  or  few,  to  enter  into 
a  public  oath  and  covenant,  avouching 
the  Lord  to  be  their  God,  to  walk  in 
his  w’ays,  and  to  keep  his  statutes,  and 
j  bis  commandments,  and  his  judgments. 

I  This  w'as  a  moral  duty  under  the  Old 
Testament,  enjoined  upon  moral 
grounds,  and  therefore  is  of  perpetual 
obligation.  This  duty  was  quite  ne¬ 
glected  by  the  Church  of  Scotland  after 
the  Revolution,  though  it  was  a  piece 
of  reformation  she  had  attained  to  in 
former  times.  Seceders  complain  of 
this  in  their  testimony — complain  that 
the  Church  rather  went  back,  than 
set  forward  in  reformation. 

Many  things  fell  out  afterward  which 
furnished  too  much  matter  of  testimony. 
Seceders  testify  against  the  union  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  because  the  sup- 
ix>rt  of  the  Church  of  England,  with  her 
liierarchy  and  all  her  ceremonies,  is  an 
article  of  it.  When  Presbyterians  gave 
their  consent  to  tliis  article,  they  con¬ 
sented  to  support  what,  according  to 
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their  professed  pnuciplcs,  is  contniry  to 
the  word  of  God,  aud  consequently  sin¬ 
ful. 

Presbyterians  look  upon  it  as  a  very 
(listingpuished  privilege  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  that  the  people  have  a  right  to 
choose  their  own  pastors — to  try  the 
spirits  whether  they  be  of  God.  Dut 
the  Church  of  Scotland  was  deprived 
of  this  right  by  the  act  restoring  lay 
patronages:  and  her  courts  of  judica¬ 
ture,  instead  of  seeking  the  repeal  of 
this  act,  have  promoted  the  execution 
of  it  in  all  its  rigour,  disregarding  the 
complaints  of  the  people,  and  deciding 
every  contested  settlement  in  favour  of 
the  patron’s  pretensions.  Instances  of 
tliis  could  be  mentioned,  which  would 
amaze  you.  The  people  of  a  parish  not  j 
far  distant  struggled  in  the  keenest 
manner  against  the  presentee  for  seven 
years — at  last  he  was  settled,  and  like  I 
many  others,  commenced  stipend  ga¬ 
therer.  By  the  by,  patronage  has  al¬ 
ways  been  reckon^  a  greater  griev¬ 
ance,  and  more  sensibly  felt  in  Scotland 
than  England.  The  people  had  been 
always  accustomed  to  choose  their  mi¬ 
nisters.  A  presentation  has  been  such 
an  odious  thing  here  that  scarcely  ever 
one  good  man  accepted  it. 

Seceders  testify  against  the  decision 
of  the  General  Assemldy  about  a  book 
called  the  Marrow  of  Modern  Divinity, 
which  no  doubt  you  will  have  seen  ; 
they  have  no  peculiar  attachment  to  it, 
as  it'  it  were  a  standard.  Many  good 
Seceders  have  never  seen  it.  But  they 
think  it  their  duty  to  adhere  to  several 
important  doctrines,  which  were  either 
openly  condemned  or  darkened  by  that 
assembly,  such  as,  the  freedom  of  a  be¬ 
liever  from  the  law  as  a  covenant  of 
works ;  his  freedom  from  a  slavish  spi¬ 
rit  ;  the  particular  appropriation  of  faith; 
the  free,  unlimited,  unconditional  offer 
of  Christ  in  the  Gospel  to  sinners  of 
mankind  as  such,  the  unconditionality 
of  the  covenant  of  grace,  &c.  &c.  The 
assembly  condemned  these  truths  in  the 
vear  1721,  if  I  mind  right.  This  is  a 
very  material  part  of  the  testimony  of 
Seceders.  The  controversy  was  much 
tlie  same  W'ith  that  which  happened 
soon  after  the  Revolution  among  the 
Dissenters  about  the  city  of  London. 

As  the  judicatures  of  this  Church 
were  forward  in  condemning  these 
truths,  they  were  as  backward  to  cen- 
iiire  the  erroneous. 


It  was  the  conduct  of  the  judicatures 
which  brought  on  the  secession.  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Erskine  having  testified  with 
an  honest  freedom  against  the  corrup¬ 
tions  of  the  Church,  particularly  agairnt 
an  act  of  assembly,  1732,  vesting  the 
right  of  electing  ministers,  in  heritors 
and  elders,  that  is,  in  a  small  part  of  a 
congregation  instead  of  the  whole,  ad¬ 
mitting  only  some  of  the  Lord’s  people 
to  a  privilege  w  hich  he  had  bestowed 
on  them  all.  Mr.  Erskine  having  given 
so  plain  a  testimony  in  a  sermon  before 
the  Synoil  of  Perth  and  Stirling,  was 
rebuked  by  that  court  for  speaking  dis¬ 
respectfully  of  the  judicatures  of.  the 
Church.  Mr.  Erskine  protested  against 
this  rebuke,  as  putting  a  stop  to  that 
freedom  that  the  ministers  of  Christ 
ought  to  use  in  testifying  against  the 
sins  and  corruptions  of  the  times.  He 
appealed  to  the  assembly.  The  assem¬ 
bly  appointed  a  commission  of  their 
number  to  take  cognizance  of  the  af¬ 
fair.  In  short,  Mr.  Erskine,  with  two 
other  ministers  who  joined  with  him, 
were  suspended  by  tlie  commission 
from  the  exercise  of  their  office. 

Conscious  of  being  engaged  in  a  good 
cause,  these  ministers  could  by  no 
means  submit  to  this  unjust  censure. 
The  consequence  was,  that  they  w'ere 
in  fact  cast  out  of  the  Church,  and 
were  obliged  to  form  themselves  into  a 
Presbytery,  for  the  exercise  of  those 
po Wei'S  of  teaching,  of  discipline,  and 
government,  which  our  Lord  Christ 
had  committed  to  tliem.  Thus  the  se¬ 
cession  was  a  matter  of  necessity ;  it 
was  brought  about  rather  by  a  provi¬ 
dential  train  of  events,  than  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  any  formed  design  of  tliose 
who  were  the  instruments  of  it.  The 
Associate  Presbyter)”,  (for  that  was  the 
name  they  assumed)  published,  in  1738, 
their  Act  and  Testimony,  in  which  they 
reckon  up  many  of  the  grounds  of  the 
Lord’s  controversy  with  the  Church 
and  the  nation. 

The  ground  of  the  secession  w  as  not 
merely  that  the  judicatures  of  the 
Church  persisted  in  their  positive  cor¬ 
ruptions,  but  also  that  they  obstinately 
refused  to  pay  apy  attention  to  those 
pieces  of  reformation  w'hicli  had  been 
formerly  attained,  particularly  in  that 
remarkable  period  of  the  history  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  between  1638  and 
1650.  The  example  of  our  forefathers, 
at  that  time  subordinate  to  the  Scrip- 
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tures  of  truth,  was  tlie  model  which 
the  Associate  Presbytery  had  constant¬ 
ly  in  view.  On  this  plan  they  drew  up 
a  confession  of  sins,  public  and  pers^jnal, 
acknowledged  the  obligation  of  the  so¬ 
lemn  covenant  that  had  been  entered 
into  by  our  fathers,  and  framed  a  bond 
suited  to  their  own  situation,  in  which 
they  take  the  Lord  for  their  God,  they 
take  Christ  for  their  Saviour,  his 
righteoiisness  lor  the  only  ground  of 
their  hope,  his  word  for  their  only  rule, 
and  his  Spirit  lor  their  guide,  ami  bind 
themselves  by  oath  to  serve  him  from  a 
principle  of  gratitude  and  thankfulness, 
and  particularly  to  cleave  to  the  testi¬ 
mony  they  had  engaged  in  against  the 
errors  and  corruptions  of  the  times. 

The  ministers  first  entered  into  this 
bond,  and  then  they  proposed  to  admit 
the  people  of  their  respective  congre- 
gationi  to  join  in  it.  This  resolution  led 
the  ministers  to  inquire  whether  the 
people  were  involved  in  any  oaths  in- 
cx)nsi«tent  witli  the  l>ond.  In  conse¬ 
quence  of  tills  inquiry  one  of  the  rauiis- 
ters  moved,  at  a  meeting,  in  17-H,  that 
the  religious  clause  of  some  Burgess 
eatlis  should  be  taken  into  considera¬ 
tion.  About  this  time  tlieir  number 
being  considerably  increased,  they  di¬ 
vided  themselves  into  three  Presbyte¬ 
ries,  subordinate  to  their  general  meet¬ 
ing,  which  took  the  name  of  the  Asso¬ 
ciate  Synod.  In  1746  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  reasoning  in  the  Synod,  on  the 
religious  clause  of  some  Bui^ess  oaths. 
The  clause  is  in  these  words,  “  I  pro¬ 
fess  and  allow  with  my  heart  the  true 
religion  presently  professed  within  this 
realm,  and  authorized  by  the  laws 
thereof.”  The  Synod  passed  an  act, 
declarins:  that  this  oath  was  inconsistent 
with  the  bond  they  had  entered  into, 
and  with  their  present  state  of  seces¬ 
sion  from  tlie  Church  established  by 
law.  The  ministers  who  were  after¬ 
ward  called  Burghers,  from  their  de¬ 
fence  of  the  Burgess  oath,  entered  their 
protest  against  the  decision  of  the  Sy¬ 
nod.  Their  opposition  increased,  till 
it  brought  on  a  separation  between  the 
parties,  so  that  there  are  now  two  dif¬ 
ferent  Ixidies  of  Seceders  :  each  of  them 
has  its  Presbyteries,  and  each  an  Asso¬ 
ciate  Synml ;  both  pretend  to  adhere 
to  the  same  testimony. 

With  regard  to  principles,  the  Anti- 
burghers  adhere  to  the  whole  of  the 
k';t  and  testimony  publishe<i  by  the  As- 
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sociate  Presbytery ;  the  Burghers 
charge  it  with  errors  and  mistakes  ;  the 
Antiburghers  testify  against  the  man¬ 
ner  of  settling  religion  in  Scotland  at 
the  Revolution;  the  Burghers  defend 
it ;  the  Antiburghers  maintain  the  rea¬ 
sonableness  of  covenanting  at  present ; 
tlie  Burghers  deny  it.  .In  line,  the 
cause  of  all  tliese  differences  is,  that 
the  Antiburghers  Iiold  the  Burgess 
oath  to  be  sinful,  while  the  Burghers 
regard  it  as  quite  lawful. 

W  ith  regard  to  practice,  the  Anti¬ 
burghers  are  pursuing  the  path  which 
the  Associate  Presbytery  had  marked 
j  out ;  but  the  Burghers  have  been  go- 
ling  farther  astray  from  it  ever  since 
they  left  their  brethren;  they  seldom 
take  any  notice  of  tlie  act  and  testimo¬ 
ny,  and  they  never  enter  into  the  bond. 

-  Thus  much  for  w^hat  I  thought  ne¬ 
cessary  to  give  you  some  notion  of  the 
secession,  and  tlie  difference  between 
[the  Burghers  and  Antiburghers,  which, 
[in  fact,  is  very  great.  I  have  been 
long,  but  could  not  make  it  shorter.” 
— p.  5:.i8 — 5^. 

Ill  the  letters  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Newton  what  Christian  does  not 
admire  the  spirit  manifested  in 
the  following  paragraph  ? 

Be  assured  my  heart  is  with  you 
and  your  brethren,  and  more  especial¬ 
ly  with  those,  who,  like  you,  can  look 
over  the  pales  of  an  enclosure,  and 
rejoice  in  the  Lord’.s  w’ork  where  he  is 
pleased  to  carry  it  on,  under  some  dit- 
fereiice  of  forms.  For  myself,  though 
I  am  sure  I  am  where  his  own  hand  oi 
providence  placed  it,  and  had  reason- 
which  I  trust  he  approves,  for  exer¬ 
cising  my  ministry  in  our  establishment, 
yet  I  do  not  consider  myself  as  appro¬ 
priated  to  any  party ;  and  had  the  opem- 
ings  of  his  providence  so  guided  me,  i 
believe  I  could,  with  equal  cheerful-, 
ness,  have  served  him  either  in  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  or  among  the  Se¬ 
ceders,  and  been  very  well  content, 
without  either  hierarchy  or  surplice. 

■  My  chief  difficulty  would  have  been  to 
join  with  any,  who  are  for  confining  the 
Church  of  Christ  within  their  own 
limits.” — p.  543. 

“  W'hen  zeal  spends  itself  about  the 
less  essential  matters  of  forms  and 
i  names,  af>out  points  in  which  the  wls^r.-* 
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and  the  best  have  always  differed,  I 
would,  if  I  could,  lull  it  fast  asleep.  1 
there  tliink  it  preposterous  and  hurtful, 
mistimed  and  misemployed.  Like  the 
industry  of  a  man  w  ho  sliould  be  busied 
and  engrossed  in  painting  and  adoraing 
his  house  w  hen  the  house  itself  was  on 
fire.  Let  the  safety  of  the  building  be 
first  consulted.  Is  it  not  strange,  that 
when  wx  profess  to  receive  the  New 
Testament  as  our  rule,  and  to  form 
our  plans  uf»on  it,  some  of  the  plainest 
and  most  obvious  precepts  should  be 
so  generally  overlooked  ?  How  plain 
is  that  in  Rom.  xv.  7.  Now,  how 
does  Christ  receive  us  ?  Does  he 
confine  his  regards,  his  grace,  his  pre¬ 
sence,  wdthin  the  w'alls  of  a  parly  t  Is 
he  the  God  of  the  Presbyterians,  or 
the  Independents  only.  Do  not  some 
amongst  you,  and  some  amongst  us, 
know  with  equal  certainty,  that  he  ha« 
received  them  ?  Do  not  they,  and  do 
not  we,  know  wdiat  it  is  to  taste  that  he 
is  gracious?  Does  he  not  smile  upon 
your  ordinances,  and  upon  ours  ?  Are 
not  the  fruits  of  true  faith  the  same  on 
both  sides  of  the  Tweed,  and  in  ever)' 
corner  of  the  land?  And  shall  zeal  pre¬ 
sume  to  come  in  whth  its  ifs  and  its  buts, 
and  to  build  up  walls  of  separation  be¬ 
tween  those  w»ho  are  joined^to  the  Lord 
by  one  Spirit,  in  direct  contradiction  to 
the  tenor  of  the  whole ;  Roin.  xiv.  and 
think  it  lias  a  right  to  despise  and  cen¬ 
sure,  to  judge  and  condemn,  w  hen  it  is 
expressly  Ibrbidden  to  interfere?  see 
Rom.  xiv.  13,  4,  10,  13.  1  he  Lord  by 

his  apostle  says.  Let  every  one  be  per¬ 
suaded  in  his  own  mind.  And  liow 
dares  zeal  say  otherwise  ?  Yet  many 
true  believers  are  so  mucli  under  the 
spirit  of  self  and  prejudice,  that  they 
verily  mean  to  do  the  Lord  service,  by 
substituting  their  own  commands  in  the 
room  of  his.  And  they  see  no  harm  in 
saying.  Y  ou  must  think  and  act  as  1  do, 
subscribe  my  paper,  and  worship  in 
my  way,  or  else,  though  I  hope  the 
Lord  has  received  you,  1  think  it  my 
duty  to  keep  my  distance  from  you. 
This  assuming,  dictating  spirit,  appears 
to  me  to  be  Popery,  though  amongst  us 
in  a  Protestant  form ;  indeed  the  root 
and  source  from  whence  most  of  the 
Popish  abominations  have  sprung.  It 
is  pretty  much  the^ame  to  me,  whether 
the  Scriptures  are  locked  up  from  me 
or  not,  if  I  must  read  them  with  an¬ 
other  person’s  eyes.  I  Uiiiik  we  have 


all  an  equal  right  to/udge  for  ourselv  es 
and  that  we  are  no  more  Ixiund  to  fol¬ 
low  implicitly  the  sic  volumus,  sic  ju- 
bemus,  or  the  sic  arbitramur  of  a  bench 
of  Bishops,  or  a  board  of  Independents, 
or  a  General  Assembly,  than  of  a  con¬ 
clave  of  Cardinals.” — pp.  599,  600. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence,  we  hare  many 
judicious  criticisms  on  different 
theological  authors,  which  we 
would  have  been  gratified  to  have 
selected  ;  but  our  limits  forbid  a 
more  particular  reference. 

The  following  paragraph  res¬ 
pecting  the  elegant  Hervey  sur¬ 
prized  us  not  a  little. 

Mr.  Ilcrvey’s  usefulness  wxs  chief¬ 
ly  in  his  writings.  A  few  people  in  the 
iieighboiirliood  profite*!  by  him,  W'ho, 
since  his  death,  have  mostly  joined  the 
DlssCiitcrs,  but  he  never  knew'  tliatone 
soul  was  aw'akened  in  the  parish  where 
he  lived — though  he  was  in  every  re¬ 
spect  one  of  the  greatest  preachers  of 
the  age.  As  plain  in  his  pulpit  service 
as  he  is  elegant  in  his  wTitings.  4'he 
Lord  showxd  in  him,  tiiat  Die  work  is 
ail  his  own,  and  that  the  best  instrument 
can  do  no  more  than  he  Hp|>oints.  His 
own  mother  and  sister  lived  w  ith  him  ; 
his  tempe;;^  w'as  heavenly,  his  conversa¬ 
tion  always  spiritual  and  instructive  ; 
yet  he  could  make  iio  impression  upon 
them,  living  or  dying.” — p.  558. 

To  those  who  are  engaged  in 

the  ministry  of  reconciliation,  and 

•  0  ^ 

especially  to  such  as  are  entering 
on  the  sacred  office,  the  anecdote 
which  Newton  relates  in  one  of 
these  letters,  of  his  first  public 
performance,  must  be  peculiarly 
encouraging.  We  quote  it  in  his 
own  language. 

‘‘  My  first  essay  as  a  preacher  w’as 
in  the  year  56,  (six  years  before  my 
admission  into  the  established  Church,) 
in  a  Dissenting  meeting-house  at  l.<eeds. 

1  attempted  it  wholly  extempore.  Bui 
I  thought  I  had  my  general  and  parti¬ 
cular  heads  very  metliodically  ranged 
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in  my  mind.  1  set  off  tolerably  well, 
thoiigli  with  no  small  fear  and  Irem- 
blins:.  liut  I  soon  feared  and  trembled 
much  more,  for  after  speaking  about 
ten  minutes,  my  mouth  was  stopped.  I 
stared  at  the  people  and  they  at  me, 
but  not  a  word  more  could  I  speak,  but 
was  forced  to  come  downj  and  leave  the 
people,  some  smiling:,  mid  some  weep¬ 
ing:.  ^^^y  pride  and  self-sufficiency 
were  sorely  mortified,  and  for  two 
years  afterward  I  could  not  look  at  the 
place  without  feeling:  tha  heart-ach, 
and,  as  it  were  saying:  to  myself.  Hie 

troja  sUtil - Various  have  been  the 

methods  my  wise  and  gracious  Lord 
has  taken,  to  break  down  my  spirit  of 
seli-dependence,  and  to  hide  pride  from 
me.  Of  all  the  maxims  I  have  met 
w'ith  about  preaching,  I  most  admire 
that  of  l^uther,  Bent  precasse,  est  bene 
studiisse.’^' — pp.  567,  563. 

To  a  remark  made  by  Mr.  Baf- 
las?,  in  one  of  his  letters,  viz.  that 
“  reading  sermons  is  very  fre¬ 
quent  in  the  establishment,  but 
never  has  appeared  in  the  Seces¬ 
sion.  In  the  Kirk  it  prevails  most 
among  the  fashionable,  careless 
Arminians.  It  is  a  practice  uni¬ 
versally  hated  by  all  serious  peo¬ 
ple  here.” — p.  538,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Newton  makes  a  reply  which  w'e 
beg  leave  to  quote  for  the  benefit 
of  such  as  read  their  sermons — 
“  To  commit  your  sermons  to 
memory  must  be  a  heavy  burden 
indeed  :  it  seems  to  me  more  in¬ 
convenient  than  reading  them. 
And  I  think  I  could  read  with 
more  spirit  and  probability  of  im¬ 
pressing  the  auditory,  than  if  I 
repeated  them  by  heart,  as  w’e 
commonly  say,  though  in  pro¬ 
priety  I  should  rather  call  it  re¬ 
peating  by  head,  for  my  heart 
would  have  but  little  concern  in 
it.” — p.  557. 

Newton  appears  to  have  been 
a  warm  advocate  for  what  is  called 
extempore  preaching.  He  writes 
as  follows  : 


The  habit  of  preaching  extempore 
is  a  gift,  to  be  obtained  by  prayer  and 
strengthened  by  exercise.  The  chief 
obstaclee  are  unbelief,  a  re^arij  to  sell, 
atid  a  fear  of  man.  I  believe,*  my  dear 
friend,  if  our  minds  were  duly  impressed 
with  all  the  topics  of  the  Gospel,  it 
•would  be  difficult  to  study  a  sermon;  If 
I  was  sure  that  both  I  and  all  my  au¬ 
ditory  were  to  die  and  appear  belft*c 
God  the  moment  I  had  finished  my  next 
sermon,  how  little  should  I  attend  to 
the  minutiae  of  arrangement  and  style  ^ 
My  heart  would  teach  my  mouth,  my 
thoughts  would  be  weighty,  too  big 
indeed  for  words  fully  to  express,  yet 
it  is  probable  they  would  find  the  fittest 
words  I  Was  master  of,  waiting  for  em¬ 
ployment.  When  you  try  you  will 
have  trepidations  and  variations.  You 
will  speak  sometimes  much  better,  and 
sometimes  much  w^orse,  than  you  ex¬ 
pect  Ixd'orehand.  You  will  often  per¬ 
ceive  your  own  insufficiency ;  and  now 
and  then  perhaps  your  hearers  w'ill 
perceive  it  likewise.  But  upon  the 
whole  you  will  get  forward ;  you  w  ill 
preach  more  pleasantly  to  yourself,  and 
more  acceptably  to  the  spiritual  and 
simple  part  of  your  hearers.  You  may 
sometimes  put  a  sentence  out  of  its 
proper  place,  and  cxjxrse  yourself  to 
the  notice  of  little  nibbling  critics,  "wdio 
make  a  man  an  offender  for  a  w’ord  ; 
but  this  you  w  ill  not  gi'eatly  mind  if 
you  are  successful  in  winning  and  edi¬ 
fying  souls.” — p.  591. 

The  Sitme  bad  punctuation,  of 
which  w^e  have  before  taken  no¬ 
tice  in  the  Sermons,  appears  also 
in  the  Correspondence y  though  vve 
have  good  reason  to  believe  the 
fault  is  not  chargeable  to  the 
printer.  We  could  not  but  re¬ 
mark  the  following  errors  : 

P.  533,  near  the  bottom  of  the 
page,  we  read  “  After  all,  I  am 
afraid  you  will  enter  into  the  spi¬ 
rit  of  this  controversy,”  where 
the  sense  obviously  requires  it 
should  read,  “  After  all,  I  am 
afraid  you  will  not  enter  into  the 
spirit  of  this  controversy.” 

P.  540,  1.  3(>,  we  find  “  the 
puvitjf  of  Christian  ministers,  in- 
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stead  of  “  the  parity  of  Christian 
ministers.’' 

In  p.  5i46,  the  quotation  from 
V^irgills  sadly  incorrect.  It  should 
read 

“Forinosi  pecoris  ciistos,  formosior  ipse.” 

^  In  p.  565,  the  maxim  quoted 
from  Luther,  instead  of  being  as 
in  the  letter,  should  read,  “  Bene 
precasse^  est  bene  studiisse.^^ 

We  sincerely  congratulate  the 
Christian  community  on  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  this  instructive  and  in¬ 
teresting  volume  ;  and  while  we 
hope  that  the  extracts  we  have 
made  will  induce  many  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  pleasure  of  its 
perusal,  we  are  confident  that  all 
who  with  suitable  feelings  read 
the  Sermons  and  the  Correspon¬ 
dence,  cannot  fail  to  receive  much 
comfort  and  edification  in  their 
“  most  holy  faith.”  jr. 


11.  llie  Duclrine  of  universal  Re- 
storation  examined  and  refuted ; 
and  the  Objections  to  that  of 
endless  Punishment  considered 
and  ansu'ered :  being  a  Reply  to 
the  most  important  Particulars 
contained  in  the  Writings  of 
Messrs.  Winchester^  Vidler^ 
Wright,  and  Weaver.  By  D. 
Isaac,  Minister  of  the  Gospel. 
New-York,  published  by  H. 
Humphreys,  182  AVater-street, 
1819.  pp.  160. 

IT  has  often  been  a  source  of 
perplexity  to  w’eak  minds,  that 
there  are  different  denominations 
of  Christians,  each  having  their 
peculiar  system  of  doctrine, 
when  they  all  appeal  to  the  Bible 
as  their  standard.  They  ask. 


how  comes  it  to  pass  that  from 
the  same  fountain  flow  sweet  and 
bitter  waters  ?  How  can  it  be 
accounted  for,  that  on  this  pillar 
and  ground  of  the  truth,  so  many 
erect  such  plausible  systems  of 
error  ?  There  are  several  solu¬ 
tions  to  this  difficulty.  Some¬ 
times  those  w'ho  would  pass  for 
infallible  interpreters  of  Sacred 
Writ,  have  not  sufficient  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  the  task  they  have  as¬ 
sumed  ; — have  not  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  original  lan¬ 
guages  of  the  Scripture,  to  enable  • 
them  in  difficult  and  doubtful  con¬ 
texts,  to  ascertain  the  definite 
meaning  of  the  writer.  Some¬ 
times  the  interpreter  forms  his 
creed  before  he  opens  his  Bible, 
assumes  this  position  and  the 
other  position,  according  to  the 
cast  of  his  mind  or  the  bent  of  his 
inclinations ;  and  then  tortures 
Scripture  into  a  conformity  with 
his  own  preconceived  opinions. 
And  too  often  the  controversialist 
is  not  fully  convinced  of  the  ple¬ 
nary  inspiration  of  the  Bible  ;  and 
therefore  feels  at  liberty  to  admit 
as  authority  such  passages  as  he 
pleases,  and  to  reject  others  as 
unworthy  of  his  credence. 

The  Scriptures,  in  order  to  be 
correctly  interpreted,  must  be  re¬ 
ceived  as  a  revelation  from  God; 
without  any  preconceived  opi¬ 
nions  as  to  what  that  revelation  is, 
or  ought  to  be  ;  with  a  compe¬ 
tent  knowledge  of  the  eastern 
mode  of  phraseology  ;  and  with 
much  prayerfulness  for  light  to 
be  shed  into  the  understanding  as 
to  the  meaning  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  * 
If  we  are  not  misinformed,  those 
w'ho  have  adopted  the  scheme  of 
universal  restoration  have  not  all 
approached  the  Scriptures  with 
these  respective  qualifications. 
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With  some  few  exceptions,  they 
have  not  been  men  of  learning. 
They  are  known  to  judge  of  what 
it  would  he  right  for  God  to  do 
with  his  creatures,  from  their 
own  feelinjj:*  ;  and  we  hare  heard 
son»o  of  tliem,  when  a  favourite 
passage  of  theirs  is  met  by  ano¬ 
ther  of  Jitierent  import,  reply  in 
what  we  thought  a  spirit  of  unbe¬ 
lief  in  inspiration,  “  that  we  dont 
believe!”  Another  evil  is,  that 
they  appear  to  us  to  detach  Scrip¬ 
ture  from  Scripture,  and  do  not 
judge  of  it  as  a  whole — as  a  re¬ 
velation,  which,  if  it  be  from  God, 
cannot  contradict  itself ;  and 
therefore,  that  when  Uiere  is  any 
apparent  inconsistency  in  the  de¬ 
clarations,  their  meaning  is  to  be 
determined  b}  the  connexion  in 
w’hich  they  respectively  stand, 
and  according  to  their  plain  and 
conventional  meaning. 

“The  power  of  language,”  says  a 
writer  in  the  Eclectic  Review,  for  De¬ 
cember  1818,  “is  by  no  means  solely 
or  chieQy  derived  from  tJie  individual 
signification  of  words.  8’he  intention 
of  a  writer  or  speaker  is  primarily  as¬ 
certained  on  the  groiuid  of  the  conven- 1 
tional  sense  of  the  \vords  taken  in  com-! 
binatlon.  The  conventional  sense  of 
'  certain  phrases  and  modes  of  expres¬ 
sion  is,  of  course,  more  determinate 
than  that  of  individual  words;  if  it 
were  not  so,  as  all  words  have  more  or 
less  extent  of  meaning,  thought  could 
never  be  communicated.  If  we  must 
ever  be  retrograding  from  the  obvious 
conventional  intention  of  a  sentence,  to 
the  powder  of  the  words  of  w  hich  it  con¬ 
sists,  language  will  be  deprived  of  its 
faculty  to  convey  any  determinate  pro¬ 
position  ;  it  is  resolved  into  an  enigma¬ 
tical  mass,,  in  which  all  meanings  may 
float,  indifferently  and  at  large.  Now, 
this  is  the  very  treatment  to  which  the 
language  of  the  Bible  is  every  day  sfib- 
jected  by  theorists.  Because  the  aver¬ 
ments  of  the  inspii-ed  writers  are  held 
to  have  a  claim  upon  belief,  and  to  be 
decisive  of  controversy,  therefore  they 
must  be  deprived  of  the  dangerous  pri¬ 


vilege  of  using  wwds  as  other  men  use 
them.  They  are,  in  fact,  considered 
as  lying  under  a  sort  of  grammatical 
outlawry,  and  are  denied  the  benefit  of 
the  comrr'oii  rules  of  social  intercourse. 
When  they  would  speak  as  honest  men, 
they  are  supposed  still  to  be  cloaking 
some  mental  reservation;  their obvdous 
intention  is  rejected,  as  having  no  claim 
to  attention,  and  eveiy  one  thinks  Ifim- 
scll  at  liberty  to  resolve  each  sentence 
into  its  elements,  and  to  recombine  those 
elements  at  bis  discretion.  (rod,  in 
speaking  to  men,  by  man  as  his  instru¬ 
ment,  must  unquestionably  be  under¬ 
stood  as  submittirig  his  message  to  the 
estaVfiished  usages  of  human  communi¬ 
cation.  On  this  principle  it  is  aiSrmed, 
that  the  Divine  veracity  and  our  corre¬ 
lative  responsibility  are  involved  in  the 
rule ;  that  the  opinion  or  intention 
which  we  should  not  fail  to  attribute  to 
a  profane  writer,  using  such  or  such  ex¬ 
pressions,  are,  without  reference  to  the 
nature  of  the  doctrine  therein  implied, 
to  be  received  as  the  opinion  or  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  inspired  writer  who  does 
i  employ  them.  In  proportion  to  the  in* 
finite  moment  of  revealed  tnith,  is  the 
importance  of  adhering  to  the  principle, 
that  inspired  persons  spoke  and  wrote 
under  the  presumption  that  they  should 
be  heard  and  read  as  other  men  are 
heard  and  read;  so  that,  when  they 
employ  those  uncompounded  forms  ol 
speech,  w'hich  are  ordinarily  understood 
to  convey  an  absolute  sense,  they  also 
shall  be  allowed  to  intend  an  absolute 
sense.  He  who  informs  us  of  an  intel- 
ligibte  fact,  in  customary  terms,  has  a 
right,  on  the  strength  of  his  credibility, 
to  be  exempt  from  an  etymological 
scrutiny  of  the  words  he  employs.  A 
person  of  grave  character  assures  us, 
that  he  has  witnessed  a  shipwreck,  and 
he  laments  to  add,  that  ‘  the  peoj)l€  on 
board  were  lost.'*  But  the  word  lost,  it 
may  be  argued,  primarily  signifies  not 
found;  and  therefore  tlie  statement 
may  only  mean  that  the  crew  were  cast 
upon  the  shore  of  some  distant  counti'y, 
from  whence  it  is  not  probable  they 
w'ill  fintl  the  (»pj>ortunity  of  returning  to 
their  homes :  they  are  thus  relatively 
lost^  that  is,  lost  to  their  country  and 
their  friends.  Or  lost  may  mean  du- 
tressed,  undone,  ruined  in  their  affairs ; 
and  so  nothing  more,  after  all,  may  h« 
affirmed  concerning  them,  than  tha* 
they  escaped  from  the  sea  with  thei.* 
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bare  lives.  At  any  rate,  where  there 
is  tliis  acknowledg’ed  ambiguity  in  the 
sense  of  the  term,  w’liere  it  maj/  bear  a 
more  favourable  construction,  is  it  not 
the  symptom  of  a  malignant  compla¬ 
cency  in  misfortune,  needlessly  to  alfix 
to  it  so  harsh  an  import,  as  to  conclude 
that  these  unhappy  persons  w  ere  lite¬ 
rally  and  irrecoverably  drowaied  r”. 

These  remarks  were  suggest¬ 
ed  by  a  perusal  ot’  the  volume, 
the  title  of  which  is  announced  at 
the  head  of  this  article.  It  pro¬ 
fesses  to  examine  and  refute  the 
objections  to  the  doctrine  of  end¬ 
less  punishment,  by  way  of  re¬ 
plication  to  the  most  important 
particulars  contained  in  the  writ¬ 
ings  of  Messrs.  Winchester,  Vi- 
dler,  Wright,  and  Weaver.  The 
form  in  which  Mr.  Isaac  has  per¬ 
formed  his  task,  w  as  very  proper 
in  England,  where  the  books  he 
professes  to  refute,  as  well  as  his 
own  refutation,  were  published. 
The  writings  of  Winchester,  Vi- 
dler,  kc.  are  not  much  known  in 
this  countrv,  and  therefore  the 
republication  of  the  refutation 
without  the  books  which  are  the 
subjects  ofits  animadversion,  may, 
on  the  part  of  the  Universalists, 
be  considered  somewhat  unfair. 
This  circumstance  will,  we  doubt 
not,  retard  the  sale  of  this  book 
more  than  its  general  merits 
would  justify.  We  should  have 
preferred  a  work  in  the  essay 
form,  which,  while  in  itself  it 
would  have  been  more  popular, 
would  have  given  Mr.  Isaac  full 
opportunity  to  meet  all  objec¬ 
tions  made  to  his  own  scheme 
of  punishment,  on  the  part  of 
the  Universalists.  While,  liow- 
ever,  we  consid€'r  the  form  of 
this  bcKjk  as  less  acceptable  in 
this  countrij  than  it  might  have 
been,  for  the  reason  given  above, 
w  e  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Isaac 


lias  correctly  quoted  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  his  adversaries  ;  and  be 
has,  in  our  opinion,  given  them 
a  triumphant  refutation.  Mi\ 
Isaac,  we  are  informed,  belongs 
to  the  Methodist  connexion  in 
England,  lie  has,  in  this  book, 
introduced  some  of  the  peculiari¬ 
ties  of  his  denomination  ;  and, 
with  all  our  respect  for  the  piety 
and  usefulness  of  that  sect  of 
Christians,  %ve  must  say,  that  we 
think  that  whenever  Mr.  Isaac 
has  brought  any  of  his  peculiari¬ 
ties  to  bear  upon  the  Universal¬ 
ists,  there  his  reasoning  looses  its 
native  force. 

Mr.  Isaac’s  “  preface”  is  one 
of  the  most  pungent  of  its  kind. 
In  this  he  shows,  that,  on  the 
plan  of  univ  ersal  restoration,  the 
doctrine  of  atonement  by  Christ 
cannot  be  reconciled  with  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  corrective  punishment^  be¬ 
cause  all  that  is  wanted  for  the 
recovery  of  the  mind  to  virtue 
is  the  “  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.”  fie  also  shows,  among 
other  things,  that,  according  to 
Winchester’s  rendering  of  1  Tim. 
ii.  3,  4 — viz.  “  God,  owr  restorer^ 
who  will  have  all  men  restored 
alt  men  must  he  sent  to  hell,  be¬ 
cause,  according  lo  this  phraseo¬ 
logy,  none  can  he  said  to  be  rc- 
storedy  hut  those  who  have  en¬ 
dured  future  punishment.  After 
his  very  sensible  preface,  Mr. 
Isaac  proceeds  to  meet  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  the  Universalists  from 
the  following  topics,  which  arc 
embraced  in  his  table  oi  Contents : 

The  Corrections  of  Ciod. — The  Wis¬ 
dom,  Cower,  and  Cioodness  of  (Jod. — 
Idle  Ju.^lice  of  God. — The  Love  of 
(iod. — d'he  Knowledge  of  God. — ddic 
Immutability  of  Ciod’s  Coimseh. — The 
Extent  and  F.incacy  of  the  Death  oi 
Christ. —  llcconciliation  by  Clii’ist,  and 
his  Intercession. — Judgment  I'v  Jesu? 
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I’hrisl. — Subjection  to  Christ. — Sin  in 
Hell. — The  He^^truction  olThe  Second 
Dcatli. — The  Experience  of  Christians. 
— The  Duty  of  Christians. — The  Inter¬ 
mediate  State. — The  Promise  of  Deli¬ 
verance  out  of  Hell. — The  Strength  of 
the  Terms  which  are  applied  to  F uture 
Puiiishmeiit. 

Following:  the  order  in  which 
Mr.  Isaac  has  arranged  his  topics, 
we  shall  endeavour  to  give  a  brief 
summary  of  the  Universal  argu- 
meiit,  and  of  his  refutation,  in  a 
few  of  the  sections. 

In  the  first  section,  the  ar¬ 
gument  i«,  that  the  divine  perfec¬ 
tions  generally,  prove  that  resto¬ 
ration  must  take  place,  and  that 
punishment  cannot  be  eternal. 
The  sum  of  the  refutation  is, 
that  the  perfections  ol  God  “  do 
not  furnish  us  ivith  data,  from 
which  we  may  calculate  with  pre¬ 
cision  the  future  condition  of  im¬ 
penitent  sinners.”  ThAt  the 
.fudge  of  all  the  earth  must  do 
riglit ;  that  He  would  continue  to 
be  the  same  just  and  holy  Being, 
if  the  whole  human  race  was  an¬ 
nihilated  ;  that  unassisted  reason 
cannot  prove,  from  the  perfec¬ 
tions  of  God,  that  man  shall  sur¬ 
vive  the  present  state  of  exist¬ 
ence,  much  less  that  the  wicked 
shall  be  restored  and  put  in  pos¬ 
session  of  eternal  happiness  ;  that 
“  if  sin  he  punished  at  all,  the 
punishment  must  be  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  of- 1 
fence  :  it  is  therefore  impossible 
to  conclude  any  thing  about  the 
duration  of  punishment,  till  we 
have  ascertained  the  exceeding 
sinfulness  of  sin  that  sin  is  com¬ 
mitted  against  an  intinite  being, 
and  is  a  violation  of  infinite  obli¬ 
gations,  and  must  therefore  merit  j 
infinite  or  eternal  punishment;! 
that  the  I’undamental  principle  ofj 
the  doctrine  of  restoration,  that 


punishment  is  corrective  in  its  na¬ 
ture,  cannot  be  inferred  from  the 
perfections  of  God,  as  some  sins 
deprive  men  of  the  use  of  their 
reason,  and  are  therefore  incapa¬ 
ble  of  moral  improvement  by  cor¬ 
rection  ;  and  therefore,  that  if 
God  has  not  connected  correction 
with  punishment  in  this  world,  it 
cannot  be  ascertained  that  he  will 
do  it  in  the  next ;  and,  finally, 
that  the  “  ends  of  punishment 
must  be  ascertained,  before  we 
can  conclude  any  thing  positively 
about  its  duration.”  This  last 
consideration  is  certainly  of  great 
importance  in  the  settlement  of 
the  controversy  with  Universal- 
ists.  They  assume,  that  the  end 
of  punishment  is  correction  and 
improvement,  w'hich  is  the  very 
thing  incumbent  on  them  to  prove. 

The  argument  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  for  final  restoration,  as 
drawn  from  the  wisdom,  power, 
and  goodness  of  God,  is  this  : 
that, 

“  As  is  the  first  cause  of  all,  it 
is  consistent  with  reason  that  he  should 
seek  the  happiness  of  all  his  creatures  : 
— and  that  wliatever  the  goodness  of 
God  hath  willed,  and  his  wnsdom  plan¬ 
ned,  that  his  power  will  execute.” 

Mr.  Isaac's  answer  is  at  once 
summary  and  conclusive,  viz  : — 
“  that  this  argument  is  as  conclu¬ 
sive  against  the  introduction  of 
sin  and  misery  as  against  their 
endless  continuance,”  as  he 
shows  by  a  quotation  from  Mr. 
Fisher  : 

“  If  God,  as  you  aiTiriu,  should  seek 
the  happiness  of  all  his  creatures,  and 
his  powder  w’ill  accomplish  what  his  wis¬ 
dom  planned,  and  Ins  goodness  willed  ; 
we  ask  how  it  came  to  pass  that  there 
should  he  so  much  evil  and  misery  in 
the  world  as  there  confessedly  is  ?  And 
if  it  have  not  yet  been  the  case,  tliat 
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the  power  of  God  hath  co-operated 
with  his  will  e/Tectually  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  sin  and  its  consequent  evils 
into  the  world,  how  doth  it  appear, 
from  a  consideration  of  the  divine  attri¬ 
butes  only,  as  they  have  been  already 
exercised  in  the  government  of  the 
world,  that  his  power  will  Jinalhf  ac¬ 
complish  W'hat  his  goodness  wills  re¬ 
specting  tlie  happiness  of  all  his  crea¬ 
tures?  Why  not  then  prevent  them 
from  being  miserable  at  all?  As  God 
is  infinitely  good,  and  infinitely  pow^er- 
ful,  he  must  be  too  good  to  will  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  sin,  and  to  pow  erful  not  to  be 
able  to  prevent  it.” 

In  the  Hid  section,  the  argu¬ 
ment  of  the  Universalists,  from 
justice  of  G6d,  is  salisfiictorily 
refuted.  Their  definition  of  this 
attribute  is  not  only  shown  to  be 
absurd,  but  that,  for  their  own 
discomfiture,  it  is  perfectly  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  doctrine  of  end¬ 
less  punishment  ! 

The  argument  of  Mr.  Wright, 
from  the  love  of  God^  to  the  hap¬ 
piness  of  all  Lis  creatures,  Mr. 
Isaac  proves  will  apply  with  ex¬ 
actly  the  same  force  against  the 
introduction  of  misery  as  against 
its  endless  continuance.  He  shows 
that  the  bounds  of  that  love  which 
was  manifested  in  the  gift  of 
Christ  is  fixed  by  the  passage — 

“  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he 
gave  his  only-begotten  Son,  that  who¬ 
soever  beliereth  in  him  should  not  pe¬ 
rish,  but  have  everlasting  life.” — Jolm 
iii.  16. 


addressed  to  our  fears.  Conver¬ 
sion  is  unquestionably  effected  in 
different  persons,  by  an  address 
to  dilferent  passions.  Our  Saviour 
did  indeed,  at  times,  utter  terrible 
things  ;  but  at  others,  he  spoke 
with  mildness,  and  with  the  same 
eflect.  And  the  same  apostle  who 
persuaded  men  by  the  terror  of 
the  Lord,  refers  them  to  his  frood- 
ness,  as  calculated  to  lead  them  to 
repentance. 

The  argument  of  the  Univor- 
salists,  drawn  from  the  knmjledge 
of  God,  is  thus  stated  ; 

On  the  supposition  that  some  will  be 
wretched  for  ever,  Mr.  Weaver  re¬ 
marks,  “Jesus  Clurist  could  not  intend 
to  save  such  w'hen  he  made  them,  be¬ 
cause,  at  that  vei'y  time,  he  knew  they 
would  not  be  saved.  Now,  if  he  knew^ 
before  he  made  them  that  lliey  would 
not  he  saved,  did  he  not  mrike  suci^for 
misery?  If  so,  is  he  not  the  author  of 
evil?  Ahd  let  such  as  maintain  eternal 
misery  get  clear  of  it  if  they  can.” 

Mr.  Isaac  thus  shows  this  ar¬ 
gument  to  be  inconclusive  ; 

7'his  reasoning  w'ill  equally  apply 
against  limited  punishment.  “  Jesus 
Christ  could  not  intend  to  prevent  such 
from  being  punished  for  a  season  when 
he  made  them,  because,  at  that  very 
time,  he  knew  they  would  be  punisheiJ 
for  a  season.  Now,  if  he  knew  before 
he  made  them  that  they  w’ould  be  thus 
punished,  did  he  not  make  such  for  mi¬ 
sery  ?  If  so,  is  he  not  the  author  of 
evil  ?  And  let  such  as  maintain  limited 
misery  get  clear  of  it  if  they  can.” 


He  then  throws  out  some  excel¬ 
lent  ideas  on  the  subject  of  mo¬ 
tives  against  sin*;  and  proves  that 
the  Universalists,  by  destroying 
the  force  of  Scripture  threaten- 
ings,  take  off  infinite  weight  from 
those  motives.  We  dissent,  how- 
'ever,  from  Mr.  Isaac,  in  the 
almost  unqualified  manner  in 
which  he  speaks  of  the  mot’ve 


The  considerations  which  Mr. 
Isaac  proposes,  to  confirm  the 
“  supposition  that  a  majority  of 
the  human  race  will  be  finally 
happy,”  are  plausible,  but  they 
are  not  conclusive  ;  and  his  spe¬ 
culations  on  the  subject  of  a  plu¬ 
rality  of  inhabited  worlds,  though 
very  ingenious,  and  stated  in  a 


much  plainer  and  more  perspi¬ 
cuous  manner  than  by  Dr.  Chalm¬ 
ers  in  a  work  noticed  by  us,  we 
consider  as  altogether  irrelevant 
to  the  argument  between  ns  and 
ike  Universalists,  We  have  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  inhabitants 
of  the  plrmets  ;  and  if  Universal- 
ists  are  weak  enough  to  refer,  in 
the  way  of  argument^  to  the  hap¬ 
piness  of  the  universe,  their  op¬ 
ponents  ought  not  to  be  so  weak 
as  to  follow  their  example. 

The  argument  of  the  Univer- 
salists,  from  the  immntahiiity  of 
God's  counsels^  section  VI.  would, 
we  think,  have  been  much  more 
successfully  refuted,  if  Mr.  Isaac, 
instead  of  advancing  some  of  his 
peculiar  sentiments,  had  shown! 
that  the  Universalists  have,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  statement  of  their 
argument,  completely  begged  the 
question.  The  very  thing  which 
they  assume,  they  have  yet  to| 
prove. 

In  the  VHth  section,  07i  the  ex¬ 
tent  and  efficacy  of  the  death  of 
Christy  Mr.  Isaac  has  some  excel¬ 
lent  remarks  upon  some  of  the 
most  prominent  texts  of  Scripture 
referred  to  by  the  Universalists 
as  establishing  their  doctrine ; 
and,  in  the  VII  1th  section,  among 
other  corrections  of  the  false 
glosses  given  to  various  passages, 
he  makes  the  following : 

Oil  John  xvLi.  20,  23.  Mr.  Winches¬ 
ter  observes,  that  “when  the  Church 
shall  be  one,  in  spirit,  love,  design, 
judgment,  See.  as  the  Father  and  Son 
are  ;  then  shall  the  world  believCy  and 
believing,  have  life ;  then  shall  the 
norld  krioiv  Him,  whom  to  know  is  lile 
eternal.  Hut  as  this  gi'cat  cause  has 
never  yet  existed,  the  effect  has  not  yet 
followed;  but  when  Uie  Jirst  shall  be, 
the  last  shall  take  place  in  conse- 
(pience.”  Mr.  W.  has  not  left  us  in 
(he  dark  about  the  time  when  these 
events  will  happen.  His  friend  asks. 


“  When  shall  the  world-  believe  and 
know  that  Christ  is  the  Sent  of  God 
Mr.  W.' answers,  “When  the  great 
marriage  of  the  Lamb  shall  be  celebra¬ 
ted,  and  his  Bride  shall  be  one  in  uni¬ 
versal  love  and  fellowship,  as  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  the  Son  now  are.”  When  I 
liad  read  this,  I  turned  over  to  Rev. 
xix.  which  gives  an  account  of  the  mar¬ 
riage,  to  see  whether  the  whore  of  Ba¬ 
bylon  was  invited  to  the  feast,  and  made 
one  of  the  bride-maids ;  but  I  found  all 
heaven  rejoicing  that  He  had  judged 
the  great  whore y  and  singing  AlleluiOy 
because  her  smoke  rose  up  for  ever  and 
ever  ! 

In  the  IXth  sccfion,  Mr.  Isaac, 
in  a  supposed  conversation  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Wright  and  one  of  his 
hearers,  shows  the  immoral  ten¬ 
dency  of  his  principle,  that  all 
punishments  are  connected  with 
mercy,  and,  in  a  masterly  man¬ 
ner,  uses  his  own  weapons  in 
tbe  destruction  of  his  own  svs- 
tem. 

Sections  X.  XL  XII.  XIII. 
XIV.  XV.  &  XVL  abound  with 
specimens  of  Mr.  Isaac’s  skill,  in 
w  resting  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Universalists  misapplied  Scrip¬ 
ture  passages.  There  is  pecu¬ 
liar  pith  in  the  manner  in  which 
he  takes  from  them  Isaiah  Ixi. 
1—3. 

Isa.  Ixi.  1 — 3.  is  introduced,  (p.  69) 
without  any  comment,  as  though  it  did 
not  leave  room  for  a  doubt  about  our 
Lord’s  mission  to  hell.  Jesus  Christ 
preached  from  this  text  one  Sabbatli- 
day,  in  a  synagogue  at  Nazareth ;  and 
opened  his  discourse  with  this  remarka¬ 
ble  observation :  This  day  is  this  Scrip-' 
hire  fuljillcd  in  your  ears.  Luke  iv. 
16—21. 

There  are  some  cases,  how¬ 
ever,  in  which  he  is  not  equally 
happy.  For  instance,  in  section 
XVL  on  the  intermediate  state,  he 
does  not  give  so  full  an  explana¬ 
tion  ol  the  celebrated  passage, 
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1  Pet.  iii.  18,  19,  as  might  have 
been  given.  His  three  first  par¬ 
ticulars,  (viz.  1.  The  apostle  is 
not  here  speaking  of  the  human 
spirit  of  Christ,  but  of  the  divine 
Spirit :  2.  Christ  never  did,  nor 

ever  will  descend  locally  into 
hell  :  3.  The  mercy  of  God  to¬ 

wards  the  antediluvians  termina¬ 
ted  with  their  existence  in  this 
world,)  are  legitimately  drawn 
from  the  passage.  But  w’hen  he 
comes  to  speak  of  the  spirits  in 
prison^  his  illustration  is  lame. 
The  obvious  interpretation  of  the 
passage,  to  any  one  who  will  read 
it  carefully,  appears  to  us  to  be 
this  :  that  by  the  spirits  in  prison 
the  apostle  means  the  souls  of 
the  wicked  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  before  the  flood,  who  were 
then  disobedient  “  when  the  long- 
suffering  of  God  waited  in  the 
days  of  Noah  and  who,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  that  disobedience, 
are  now  shut  in  the  prison  of  hell. 
For  the  passage  does  not  say,  the 
spirits  that  were  in  prison  ;  as  it 
does  they  were  sometime,  or  for¬ 
merly,  disobedient  :  but  the  spi¬ 
rits  IN  prison,  words  w'hich  de¬ 
scribe,  as  clear  and  strong  as  lan¬ 
guage  can  describe,  their  present 
condition  in  consequence  of  their 
former  disobedience. 

Nor  does  the  passage  say,  that 
Christ  preached  to  them  while 
they  were  in  prison,  so  as  to  con¬ 
vey  the  idea  that  they  are  not  now 
in  prison  ;  or  while  in  prison,  to 
convey  the  idea  that  he  preached 
to  them  in  that  place  ;  but  it  does 
sav  that  “  Christ  preached  to  the 
spirits  in  prison  which  were 
sometimes  disobedient  when  once 
the  long-suffering  of  God  waited 
in  the  days  of  Noah.”  That  is, 
he  preached  to  those  who  are 
now  in  prison,  while  they  were 
upon  earth.  The  period  of  his 


preaching  is  expressly  restricted 
to  the  days  of  A^oah ;  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  place  in  which  he 
preached  by  his  Divine  Spirit, 
through  the  instrumentality  cf 
Noah,  that  preacher  of  righteous¬ 
ness,  must  have  been  upon  earth, 
not  in  hell — in  purgatory,  or  any 
other  place  in  the  invisible  world. 

We  wish  that  Mr.  Isaac  had 
enlarged  upon  the  argument  of  the 
Universe-lists,  “  that  Christian 
experience  naturally  leads  to  a 
belief  of  the  doctrine  of  restora¬ 
tion.”  He  does  indeed  efi’ectually 
meet  the  delusion,  that  a  person 
who  is  convinced  that  God  will 
do  him  no  injustice,  will  resign 
himself  into  his  hand  with  peace 
and  cornposure.  All  men  on  earth 
and  in  hell  who  know  any  thing 
about  the  true  God,  are,  we  have 
no  doubt,  convinced  of  this.  But 
it  does  not  therefore  follow  that 
they  have  peace  and  composure  ; 
or  that  if  they  have,  that  their 
peace  is  not  a  false'  peace.  Mr. 
Isaac  might  have  shown  that  this 
conviction  is  vxoi  necessarily  n  mat¬ 
ter  of  Christian  experience  at  all  ; 
that  the  inference  drawn  from  it 
is  rather  u  matter  of feeling,  than 
of  reasoning,  and  that  its  direct 
tendency  is  to  induce  men  to  cry 
unto  themselves  peace,  when  there 
is  no  peace ! 

In  section  XVI 1.  Mr.  Isaac 
places  in  a  contrasted  light,  a  va¬ 
riety  of  Scripture  passages,  which 
clearly  show  the  falacy  of  the 
Universalists’  assertion,  “  that 
there  are  many  stronger  expres¬ 
sions  (even  in  our  translation)  to 
set  forth  the  well  being  of  the 
righteous,  than  any  that  are  used 
as  connected  with  the  misery  of 
the  wicked  ;”  and  in  a  most  lu¬ 
dicrous,  as  well  as  happy  manner, 
exposes  the  wretched  meaning 
which  the  Universalists  give  to 
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•the  Greek  word  and  which 

in  our  translation  is  rendered 
eternal  and  everlasting.  Verily 
Mr.  Vidler  and  Mr.  Scarlet,  when 
they  saw  Mr  Isaac’s  strictures, 
must  have  blushed  for  their  igno¬ 
rance  and  their  effrontery,  or  if 
-they  did  not,  we  can  ascribe  their 
want  of  confusion  to  but  one  of 
two  causes — the  most  hardened 
insensibility,  or  a  most  imper¬ 
vious  skin ! 

Had  our  limits  permitted,  we 
should  gladly  have  given  more 
extracts  from  this  little  volume. 
Perhaps  if  we  had,  it  would  have 
diminished  a  desire  to  see  it,  from 


an  impression,  that  we  had  quoted 
all  that  was  worthy  of  perusal. 
This  we  assure  our  readers  we 
should  have  regretted.  For  we 
pronounce  the  whole  worthy  of  * 
more  than  one  reading.  Mr. 
Isaac,  from  the  very  fact  of 
stating  at  full  length  the  argument 
of  his  adversary,  put  his  own 
strength  to  the  test,  and  as  wit¬ 
nesses  of  the  contest,  we  must 
certify,  that  in  cases,  where  Scrip¬ 
tural  illustration,  sound  learning, 
logical  reasoning,  or  common 
sense  were  put  in  requisition, 
Mr.  Isaac  has  come  off  victo¬ 
rious.  S. 


dScIectco. 


SPECIMEN  OF  WELCH  PREACHING. 

a  meeting  of  ministers  at 
Bristol,  the  Rev.  Mr. - r-  in¬ 

vited  several  of  his  brethren  to 
sup  with  him  ;  among  them  was 
the  minister  officiating  at  the 
Welch  meeting-house  in  that  city, 
lie  was  an  entire  stranger  to  all 
the  company,  and  silently  atten¬ 
tive  to  the  general  conversation 
of  his  brethren.  The  subject  on 
which  they  were  discoursing  was! 
the  different  strains  of  public! 
preaching.  When  several  had 
given  their  opinion,  and  had  men¬ 
tioned  some  individuals  as  good 
preachers,  and  such  as  were  mo¬ 
dels*  as  to  style  of  composition, 

<^x.  Mr.  -  turned  to  the 

Welch  stranger,  and  solicited  his 
opinion.  He  said  he  felt  it  to  be 
a  privilege  to  be  silent  when  such! 
men  were  discoursing;  but  thatj 
he  felt  it  a  duty  to  comply  with' 


this  request.  “  But,”  said  he, 
“  if  I  must  give  my  opinion,  I 
should  say  that  you  have  no  good 
preachers  in  England.”  “  No  !” 
said  Mr.  L.  “  No,”  said  he  ; 
“  that  is,  I  mean,  no  such  preach¬ 
ers  as  we  have  in  the  principali¬ 
ty.”  “  I  know,”  said  Mr.  L. 
“  you  are  famous  for  jumping,  in 
Wales  ;  but  that  is  not  owing,  I 
suppose,  so  much  to  the  strain  of 
preaching  which  the  people  hear, 
j  as  to  the  enthusiasm  of  their  cha- 
I  racters.”  “  Indeed,”  said  the 
Welchman,  “  you  would  jump 
too,  if  you  heard  and  understood 
such  preaching.”  “  Why,”  said 
Mr.  L.  “  do  you  not  think  I  could 
make  them  jump,  if  I  were  to 
preach  to  them?”  “You  make 
them  jump !”  exclaimed  the 
Welchman, — “you  make  them 
!  jump  !  A  Welchman  would  set 
j  fire  to  the  world,  while  you  were 
'  lighting  your  match.”  The  whole 
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company  became  very  much  in¬ 
terested  in  this  new  turn  of  the 
subject,  and  un;inimously  request¬ 
ed  the  good  man  to  give  them 
some  specimen  of  the  style  and 
manner  of  preaching  in  the  prin¬ 
cipality.  “  Specimen,”  said  he, 
“I  cannot. give  you;  if  John 
Elias  was  here,  he  would  give 
you  a  specimen  indeed. — Oh  ! 
John  Elias  is  a  great  preacher.” 
“  Well,”  said  the  company,  “give 
us  something  that  you  have  heard 
from  him.”  “  Oh  no  !”  said  he, 
“  I  cannot  do  justice  to  it ; — be¬ 
side,  do  you  understand  the 
Welch  language  ?”  They  said 
“  No,  not  so  as  to  follow  a  dis¬ 
course.”  “Then,”  said  he,  “  it 
is  impossible  for  you  to  under¬ 
stand,  if  I  were  to  give  you  a  spe¬ 
cimen.”  “  But,”  said  they, 
“  cannot  you  put  it  into  English?” 
“Oh!”  said  he,  “your  poor 
meagre  language  would  spoil  it ; 
it  is  not  capable  of  expressing 
those  ideas  which  a  Welchman 
can  conceive  :  I  cannot  give  you 
a  specimen  in  English  without 
spoiling  it.”  The  interest  of  the 
company  was  increased,  and  no¬ 
thing  would  do  but  something  of 
a  specimen,  while  they  promised 
to  make  every  allowance  for  the 
language.  “  Well,”  said  the 
Welchman,  “  if  you  must  have  a 
piece,  I  must  try  ;  but  1  don’t 
know  what  to  give  you.  I  do  not 
recollect  a  piece  of  John  Elias  : 
he  is  our  best  preacher.  1  must 
think  a  little  : — Well,  I  recollect 
a  piece  of  Christmas  Evans  : — 
Christmas  Evans  was  a  good 
preaclier  ;  and  I  heard  him  a  lit¬ 
tle  lime  ago  at  an  association  of 
ministers.  He  was  preaching  on 
the  depravity  orf  man  by  sin  ;  of 
his  recovery  by  the  death  of 
Christ  ;  and  he  said  : — Brethren, 
if  I  were  to  represent  to  you  in  a 


figure  the  condition  of  man  as  a 
sinner,  and  the  means  of  bis  re¬ 
covery  by  the  cross  of  Jesus 
Christ,  I  should  represent  it 
somewhat  in  this  way  : — Suppose 
a  large  graveyard,  surrounded  by 
a  high  w'all  with  only  one  en¬ 
trance,  which  is  by  a  large  iron 
gate  which  is/atr  bolted.  Within 
these  walls  are  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  human  be¬ 
ings,  of  all  ages  and  of  all  classes, 
by  one  epidemic  disease  bending 
to  the  grave  ;  the  grave  yawns 
to  swallow  them,  and  they  must 
all  die.  There  is  no  balm  to  re¬ 
lieve  them — no  physician  there 
— they  must  perish.  This  is  the 
condition  of  man  as  a  sinner  ;  all 
who  have  sinned,  and  the_  soul 
that  sinneth,  shall  die.  While 
man  is  in  this  deplorable  state, 
Mercy,  the  darling  attribute  of 
Deity,  came  down  and  stood  at 
the  gate,  looked  at  the  scene, 
and  wept  over  it,  exclaiming, 
“  Oh !  that  1  might  enter  ;  I 
would  bind  up  their  wounds — I 
would  relieve  their  sorrows — I 
would  save  their  souls  !”  While 
Mercy  stood  weeping  at  the  gate, 
an  embassy  of  angels,  commis¬ 
sioned  from  the  court  of  heaven 
to  some  other  world,  passing 
over,  paused  at  the  sight,  and 
Heaven  forgave  that  pause  ;  and 
seeing  Mercy  standing  there,  they 
cried,  “  Mercy,  Mercy,  can  you 
not  enter  ?  Can  you  look  upon 
this  scene  and  not  pity?  Can 
you  pity  and  not  relieve  ?”  Mer¬ 
cy  replied,  “  I  can  see  and  in 
her  tears  she  added,  “  I  can. pity, 
but  I  cannot  relieve.”  Why  can 
you  not  enter  ?”  “  Oh  !”  said 

Mercy,  “  Justice  has  barred  the 
gate  against  me,  and  1  cannot, 
must  not  unbar  it.”  At  this  mo¬ 
ment  Justice  himself  appeared, 
as  it  were  to  watch  the  gate. — 
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The  angels  inquired  of  him,  saying,  This  is  the  day  when 
“  Why  will  you  not  let  Mercy  this  bond  is  to  be  executed.” 
ini’*  Justice  replied,  “  My  law  When  he  received  it,  did  he 
is  broken,  and  it  must  be  honour-  tear  it  in  pieces,  and  give  it  to 
cd.  Die  ihey  or  /wsh'ce  mast  I”  the  winds  of  heaven?  No,  he 
At  this,  there  appeared  a  form,  nailed  it  to  his  cross,  exclaiming, 
among  the  angelic  band  like  the  “  It  is  finished.”  Justice  called 
Son  of  God,  who,  addressing  him-  on  holy  fire  to  come  down  and 
self  to  Justice,  said,  “  What  are  consume  the  sacrifice. — Holy  fire 
thy  demands  ?”  Justice  replied,  descended  ;  it  swallowed  his  hu- 
“  My  terms  are  stern  and  rigid,  manity  ;  but  when  it  touched. his 
I  must  have  sickness  for  their  deity  it  expired  I  and  there  was 
health ;  1  must  have  ignominy  darkness  over  the  whole  hea- 
for  their  honour ;  I  must  have  vens.  But  “  Glory  to  God  in 
death  for  life. — Without  shedding  the  highest ;  on  earth  peace,  good 
of  blood  there  is  no  remission.” —  will  to  men,” 

“Justice,”  said  the  Son  of  God.  “This,”  said  the  Welchman, 
“  /  accept  thy  terms.  On  me  be  “  this  is  but  a  specimen  of 
this  wrong,  and  let  Mercy  enter.”  Christmas  Evans.” 

“  When,”  said  Justice,  “  will  [Lond,  Jewish  Expos. 

you  perform  this  promise  ?”  Je¬ 
sus  replied,  “  Four  thousand  ^ 

years  hence,  upon  the  hill  of  Cal¬ 
vary,  without  the  gates  of  Jeru-  character  of  an  atheist. 
Salem,  I  will  perform  it  in  ray 

ow  n  person.” — The  deed  was  I  WILL  imagine  only  one  case 
j)repared  and  signed  in  the  pre-  more,  on  which  you  would  em- 
sence  of  the  angels  of  God.  Jus-  j  phatically  express  your  compas- 
tice  was  satisfied,  and  Mercy  en-jsion,  though  for  one  of  the  most 
lered,  preaching  sa/raUari  in  the  j  daring  beings  in  the  creation,  a 
name  of  Jesus.  The  deed  was;  contemner  of  God,  who  explodes 
committed  to  the  patriarchs  ;  by  i  his  laws  by  denying  his  exist- 
them  to  the  kings  of  Israel,  andjence. 

the  prophets  ;  by  them  it  was  If  you  were  so  unacquainted 
preserved  till  Daniel’s  seventy  with  mankind,  that  this  character 
weeks  were  accomplished. —  might  be  announced  to  you  as  a 
Then,  at  the  appointed  time.  Jus-  rare  or  singular  phenomenon, 
tice  appeared  on  the  hill  of  Cal-  j  your  conjectures,  till  you  saw 
Vary,  and  Mercy  presented  to  and  heard  the  man,  at  the  nature 
him  the  important  deed. —  and  the  extent  of  the  discipline 
“  Where,”  said  Justice,  “is  the  I  through  which  he  must  have  ad- 
Son  of  God  ?”  Mercy  answered,  j  vanced,  would  be  led  towards 
“Behold  him  at  the  bottom  of  j  something  extraordinary:  and 
the  hill,  bearing  his  own  cross  ;”jyou  might  think  that  the  terra  of 
and  then  she  departed,  and  stood ;  that  discipline  must  have  been 
aloof  at  the  hour  of  trial !  Jesus  j  ver^  long, — since  a  quick  train  of 
ascended  the  hill,  while  in  his !  impressions,  a  short  series  of  men- 
train  followed  his  weeping  jtal  gradations,  within  the  little 
Church.  Justice  .immediately  j  space  of  a  few  months  and  years, 
presented  him  with  the  deed,  >vould  not  seem  enough  to  have 
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matured  such  supreme  and  awful 
heroism.  Surely  the  creature 
that  thus  lifts  his  voice,  and  de¬ 
fies  all  invisible  power  within  the 
range  of  infinity,  challenging 
whatever  unknown  being  may  i 
hear  him,  and  may  appropriate 
that  title  of  Almighty  which  is 
pronounced  in  scorn,  to  evince! 
Lis  existence,  if  he  will,  by  his 
vengeance,  was  not  as  yesterday 
a  little  child,  that  would  tremble 
and  cry  at  the  approach  of  a  di-  j 
minutive  reptile.  I 

But  indeed  it  is  heroism  no  | 
longer,  if  he  knows  that  there  is 
no  God.  The  wonder  then  turns 


may  have  been  done  by  a  God. 
Thus,  unless  he  kno'wsall  things, 
that  is,  precludes  another  Deity, 
by  being  one  himself,  he  cannot 
know  that  the  Being,  whose  exist¬ 
ence  he  rejects,  does  not  exist. 
But  he  must  know  that  he  does 
not  exist,  else  he  deserves  equal 
contempt  and  compassion  for  the 
temerity  with  which  he  firmly, 
avows  his  rejection  and  acts  ac¬ 
cordingly.  And  yet  a  man  of  or¬ 
dinary  age  and  intelligence  may 
present  himself  to  you  with  the 
avowal  of  being  thus  distinguished 
from  the  crowd  ;  and  if  he  would 
describe  the  manner  in  which  he 


on  the  great  process,  by  which* a 
man  could  grow  to  the  immense 
intelligence  that  can  know  there 
is  no  God.  What  ages  and  what 
lights  are  requisite  for  this  attain¬ 
ment  !  This  intelligence  in¬ 
volves  the  very  attributes  of  Di¬ 
vinity,  while  a  God  is  denied  ; 
for  unless  this  man  is  omnipre¬ 
sent,  unless  he  is  at  this  moment 
in  every  place  in  the  universe, 
he  cannot  know  but  there  may 
be,  in  some  place,  manifestations 
of  a  Deity  by  which  even  he 
would  be  overpowered.  If  he 
does  not  know  absolutely  every 
agent  in  the  universe,  the  one 
that  he  does  not  know  may  be 
God.  If  he  is  not  himself  the 
chief  agent  in  the  universe,  and 
does  not  know  what  is  so,  that 


has  attained  this  eminence,  you 
would  feel  a  melancholy  interest 
in  contemplating  that  process  of 
which  the  result  is  so  portentous. 

[FoUer'^s  Essays, 


ORIGIN  OF  THANKSOIVIXG  DAYS  IX 
NEW'-ENCLAXD. 

THERE  is  a  tradition,  that,  in 
the  planting  of  New-England,  the 
first  settlers  met  with  many  diffi¬ 
culties  and  hardships,  as  is  gene¬ 
rally  the  case  when  a  civilized 
people  attempt  establishing  them¬ 
selves  in  a  wilderness  country. 
Being  men  of  piety,  they  sought 
relief  from  heaven,  by  laying 
their  wants  and  distresses  before 


which  is  so  may  be  God.  If  the  Lord  in  frequent  set  days  ol* 
he  is  not  in  absolute  possession  fasting  and  prayer.  Constantme- 
of  all  the  propositions  that  consti-  dilation  and  discourse  on  their 
tute  universal  trnth,  the  one  difficulties  kept  their  minds 
which  he  \vants  may  be,  that  {gloomy  and  discontented:  and, 
there  is  a  God.  If  he  cannot ,  like  the  children  of  Israel,  there 


with  certainty  assign  the  cause  ofj  were  many  disposed  to  return  to 
all  that  he  perceives  to  exist,  that  I  that  Egypt  which  persecution 
cause  may  be  a  God,  If  he  does  |  induced  them  to  abandon.  At 
not  know  every  thing  that  has  length,  when  it  was  proposed  in 
been  done  in  the  immeasurable  one  of  their  assemblies  to  pro¬ 
ages  that  are  past,  some  things  claim  a  fast,  a  farmer  of  plain 
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sense  rose,  and  remarked,  that 
the  inconveniences  they  suffered, 
and  concerning  which  they  had 
so  often  wearied  heaven  with 
their  complaints,  were  not  so 
great  as  they  might  have  expect¬ 
ed  ;  and  were  diminishing  every 
day,  as  the  colony  strenglliened  ; 
that  the  earth  began  to  reward 
their  toil,  and  to  furnish  liberally 
for  their  subsistence  ;  that  the 
seas  and  rivers  were  full  of  fish, 
the  air  sweet,  the  climate  healthy, 
and  above  all,  that  they  were  in 
the  full  enjoyment  of  their  civil 
and  religious  liberty  ;  he  there¬ 
fore  thought,  that  reflecting  and 


odd 

conversing  on  these  subjects 
would  be  more  comfortable,  as 
tending  more  to  make  them  con¬ 
tented  with  their  situation  ;  and 
that  it  would  be  more  becoming 
the  gratitude  they  owed  to  the 
1  Divine  Being,  if,  instead  of  a  fast,' 
they  should  appoint  a  thanksgiv^ 
ing,  llis  advice  was  taken,  and, 
from  that  day  to  this,  they  have, 
in  every  year,  observed  circum¬ 
stances  of  public  felicity  sufficient 
to  furnish  cause  for  a  thanksgiv¬ 
ing-day,  which  is  therefore  con¬ 
stantly  ordered  and  religiously 
observed. 

[Fran/:/tn’5  Essays, 


i!rli0iou^  Sfntclligcnce. 


From  late  German  papers — translated  for 
the  A^eir-York  Daily  Advertiser. 

THE  direction  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
Frankfort,  on  the  Maine,  have  sent  a  letter 
to  the  Emperor  Alexander,  with  the  first 
Annual  Report,  to  which  the  Emperor  made 
the  following  reply,  in  his  own  writing  : 

“  To  the  Direction  of  the  Bible  Society  of 
the  free  city  of  Frankfort,  on  the 
Maine — 

“  The  letter  from  this  Direction,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  account  of  the  celebration 
of  the  first  anniversary,  was  handed  to  me ' 
in  due  time.  As  the  members  of  this  re-, 
spectable  and  salutary  institution  are  desi-  j 
rous  to  commune  with  me  concerning  their  i 
exertions  and  the  happy  result  in  the  sacred  i 
cause  of  humanity,  I  take  pleasure  in  ac- 1 
kncwledging  my  thankfulness,  and  to  ex¬ 
press  the  sentiment  which  animates  me. 

“  The  dirt’usion  of  the  book  of  the  divine 
word  among  all  the  nations  of  the  earth — 
this  new  revelation  of  the  invaluable  gmee 


of  God  the  Saviour  towards  the  human  fa¬ 
mily — evidently  aims  at  the  completion  of 
the  sublime  works  of  salvation.  Happy 
he  who  is  instrumental  in  it ;  for  he  gathers 
fruit  unto  eternal  life,  that  he  who  sows  and 
he  who  reaps  may  rejoice  together. 

“  1  do  not  merely  say,  that  I  have  found 
this  subject  worthy  of  my  attention  ;  I  say 
more ;  by  this,  as  my  most  sacred  duty,  I 
am  penetrated,  because  on  it  essentially  de¬ 
pends  the  temporal  and  eternal  felicity  of 
those  whom  Providence  has  confided  to  my 
care.  The  Most  High,  in  the  clearest  man¬ 
ner,  works  in  this  thing.  And  not  in  Eu¬ 
rope  only,  and  in  the  whole  extent  of  the 
Russian  empire,  is  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
our  Saviour  and  Master  glorified,  but  if  be¬ 
gins  to  be  glorified  even  in  the  remotest 
parts,  and  in  all  languages  of  the  earth. 

“  The  Bible  Society  of  the  free  city  of 
Frankfort,  on  the  Maine,  has  already  dis¬ 
tinguished  itself  by  the  ardour  with  tvhich 
it  contributes  towards  the  dissemination  of. 
the  word  of  eternal  life.  Its  report  is  an 
undeniable  proof  of  its  zeal. 
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“  It  is  very  pleasing  to  me  to  be  able  to 
declare  my  respect  towards  this  Society  in 
general,  and  particularly  to  the  nicmbcrs  of 
the  Direction. 

“  ALEXANDER.” 

J^oscoWf^^h  jVov.  1817.  | 

The  king  of  Prussia  has  founded  a  Uni- 
yersity  at  Bonn,  on  the  Rhine.  On  this  oc¬ 
casion  he  declares  :  “  Now  that  by  the  aid 
of  the  Most  High,  peace  and  order  is  re¬ 
stored  in  Europe,  I  hare  resumed  that  sub¬ 
ject,  [the  education  of  the  rising  generation] 
which  is  the  ground-work  of  all  true  strength 
of  a  state,  and  highly  important  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  welfare  of  my  people.  And  I  have, 
earnestly  resolved  to  bring  the  whole  public 
concern  and  means  of  instruction  and  im¬ 
provement  i[i  rny  countries,  to  as  great  a 
degree  cf  perfection  as  is  possible  and  com¬ 
mensurate  to  tlie  grandeur  of  the  object.” 
And  further,  he  requires  that  the  suggested 
measures,  for  the  good  government  and  use¬ 
fulness  of  the  University,  be  imniediatelv 
put  into  operation,  and  whatever  may  pro¬ 
mote  “  true  piety,  profound  knowledge, 
and  morals  among  the  students.”  In  the 
University  provision  is  made  for  Kvangeti- 
ral  and  Catholic  F  aculties. 


GENEVA. 

JCrtract  of  a  Utter  from  a  lady  at  Geneva 
to  her  friend  in  England. — J\i''ovember 
4,  1818. 

This  is  a  situation  endeared  to  me  by  the 
kindness  of  dear  Christian  friends,  the  per¬ 
secuted  and  oppressed  state  of  the  Lord’s 
chosen  ones,  aiul  by  the  uncommon  beauty 
of  the  country,  i  was  much  interested  for 
(ieneva  before  I  saw  it,  by  accounts  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  a  friend  in  the  north  of  F* ranee  ; 
blit  1  had  no  expectation  equal  to  what  I 
find  it.  It  i  were  to  describe  to  you  the 
situation  of  the  pious  few  .who  compose  the 
Dissenters  here,  you  would  smile  at  the  pri¬ 
mitive  slate  of  things.  Their  separation 


took  place  about  (wo  years  since,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  conduct  of  the  pastors,  who 
refused  ordination  to  two  or  three  young 
men  in  consequence  of  their  real  piety ;  upon 
which  they  took  a  room  and  assembled  foi 
public  worship.  In  this  they  persisted,  in 
spite  of  stones,  and  noises  made  at  the  doors 
and  windows,  and  tlieir  f>ersonal  safety  be¬ 
ing  endangered  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  place.  This  rioting  so  increased 
within  the  last  few  months,  that  they  found 
it  necessary  to  remove  to  a  tip-top  story  in  a 
high  house  (for  indeed  all  the  houses  in 
Geneva  are  immensely  high.)  We  have  to 
go  up  four  pair  of  stone  stairs  to  two  rooms, 
one  leading  into  the  other  :  the  one  has  a 
bed  in  it  down,  the  other  a  bed  shut  up.  In 
this  place  there  is  service  every  evening, 
conducted  by  one  or  other  of  these  unor¬ 
dained  young  men;  and  really  it  is  the 
most  simple  interesting  sen'ice  1  have  wit- 
I  ncssed  for  some  time.  They  administer  tlie 
sacrament  every  Sunday  afternoon,  as  they 
think  it  the  apostolic  plan,  and  their  spirit  is 
so  fixic  from  party  or  strife,  that  It  seems 
like  tlie  early  times  of  the  Church.  With 
respect  to  the  Church  in  which  Calvin 
j  preached,  (and  afterward  Beza  and  the 
holy  men  who  succeeded  him)  it  is  awful  to 
behold.  The  Socinian  Bible  has  supersed¬ 
ed  Calvin’s  tran.<ilatIon.  0.slewald’s  trans¬ 
lation  (lately  reprinted)  is  very  imperlVct. 
A  gentleman  is  now  printing,  at  his  own 
I  expence,  Martin’s  edition  for  distribution 
^hcre,  which  I  hope  will  do  much  good,  it 
,  has  pleased  God  to  awaken  from  among  the 
j  ministers  here  a  man  of  line  talents ;  last 
jyear  they  interdicted  him  all  the  pulpits  in 
’  the  cauton,  and  now  they  have  deprived  him 
ofhis  place  as  regent  of  the  college  whl*  h 
Calvin  founded,  and  which  w.as  the  only  re- 
'  maining  support  of  a  wife  and  four  childrcjii. 
■  The  town  rings  with  fine  stories  of  him. 
!  Some  say  that  he  professes  to  have  been 
converted  by  a  voice  from  heaven  ;  and  that 
!  when  his  wife  speaks  to  him,  he  replies.  Do 
'  not  interrupt  me,  for  I  am  having  a  conver- 
Uation  w  ith  Jesus  Christ.  One  story  much 
amuses  me  ;  (hey  say  he  professej*  to  raise 
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the  dead,  and  that  a  friend  came  to  him  and 
aisked  him  if  it  were  true  that  he  had  brought 
a  man  to  life  ?  he  replied,  No,  it  was  only  a 
child. 

1  often  think  that  if  the  Christians  in  Eng¬ 
land  were  but  to  witness  the  utter  destitu- 1 
tion  of  such  a  man  as  this,  they  would  rise  | 
up  with  the  same  zeal  as  they  did  for  the 
persecuted  Protestants  in  France. 

MARTINIQUE. 

Whoeter  has  had  opportunity  to  know  the 
horrible  mischiefs  arising  to  the  poor  ne¬ 
groes  in  the  West  Indies,  from  the  practices 
of  Obcah,  or  (pretended)  witcncraft,  will 
rejoice  to  learn  that  the  government  in 
Martinique  are  taking  legal  measures  to 
suppress  it.  AVe  have  been  told  by  persons 
who  resided  among  the  slaves,  that  the  ap¬ 
prehension  of  being  under  this  supposed  in¬ 
fluence  has  proved  the  death  of  the  stoutest 
men  among  them.  In  the  Missionary  Mu¬ 
seum  is  one  of  the  rattles,  formed  of  a  hol¬ 
lowed  fruit,  with  a  long  handle,  employed 
by  the  Obeah  men  in  their  malicious  and 
cruel  practices.  We  wish  well  to  the  plans 
of  the  magistracy J  but  are  persuaded  that 
the  influence  of  the  Gospel  will  prove  the 
most  eftectual  means  of  suppressing  this 
evil. 


[From  Barbadoes  Papers.] 

B,  a  recent  act  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
an  endeavour  has  been  made  towards  more 
eft'ectually  suppressing  the  praciice  of 
Obeah.  Our  readers  are  aware,  that  by 
this  name  is  designated  a  kind  of  necroman¬ 
tic  |K)Wcr,  which  is  mostly  exercised  by  the 
negroes  for  the  attainment  of  the  worst  pur- 
j)Oses.  By  the  above  act,  however,  it  is  de- 
cit*ed,  that  ‘‘  any  slave  who  shall  wilfully, 
maliciously,  and  unlawfully  pretend  to  any 
magical  and  su|>ematural  charm  orjX)w  er, 
in  order  to  promote  the  purposes  of  insur¬ 
rection  or  relx^llion  of  the  slaves  within  this 
island,  or  to  injure  and  afl’ect  the  life  or 
health  of  any  oilier  slave;  or  who  wilfully 
and  maliciously  shall  use  or  carry  on  the 
w'icked  and  unlawful  practice  of  Obeah, 
shall,  upon  conviction  tliereof,  sutler  death 
or  transportation,  as  the  court  shall  think 
proper. 

“  Also,  that  if  any  slave,  wilfully  and  ma¬ 
liciously',  in  the  practice  of  Obeah,  or  other- 
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wise,  shall  mix  or  prepare,  or  have  in  his  or 
her  possession,  any  poison,  or  any  noxious 
or  destructive  substance  or  thing,  with  an 
intent  to  administer  to  any  person,  (whether 
the  said  person  be  white  or  black,  or  a  per¬ 
son  of  colour)  or  wilfully  and  maliciously 
shall  administer  to,  or  cause  to  be  adminis¬ 
tered  to  such  person,  any  poison,  or  any 
noxious  or  destructive  substance  or  thing 
whatsoever,  although  death  may  not  ensue, 
upon  the  testimony  thereof,  every  such 
slave,  together  with  his  or  her  counsellors, 
aiders,  and  abettors,  (being  slaves)  know¬ 
ing  of,  and  being  privy  to,  such  evil  inten¬ 
tions  and  offences,  shall,  upon  conviction 
thereof,  suffer  death,  transportation,  or  such 
other  punishment  as  the  court  shall  think 
proper.” 


FRANCE. 

An  account  of  the  Clementines  (who  take 

their  name  from  a  priest  of  the  name  of 

Clement^  their  first  leader.) 

There  is  a  considerable  sect  of  religious 
persons  in  F ranee,  scattered  in  small  bodies 
throughout  the  country,  but  who  are  most 
numerous  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Py- 
rennees,  distinguished  by'  a  partial  separa¬ 
tion  from  the  Church  of  Rome.  They  Imve 
always  refused  to  acknowledge  those  priests 
which  took  the  oaths  to  the  new’  Government, 
(that  of  the  Revolution)  and  even  disown 
the  Pope  on  that  account.  They  retain  the 
mass,  confession,  &c.  having  a  few  priests 
of  their  own  sentiments  among  them ;  but 
they  express  a  strong  dislike  to  many  of  the 
Popish  cei'emonies,  which  they  account  a 
solemn  mockery.  They  are  far  less  super¬ 
stitious,  and  more  serious  and  devout,  than 
the  bulk  of  the  Catholics.  They  are  strenu¬ 
ous  in  their  opposition  to  the  general  body, 
and  will  not  enter  the  Churches  :  they  par¬ 
ticularly  dislike  the  ringing  of  bells  on  the 
death,  or  funeral  of  any  pei-son.  They  in¬ 
cline  to  the  doctrines  of  free  grace,  and  seem 
to  adopt  the  sentiments  of  St.  Augustine. 
They  reject  the  use  of  images  in  worship, 
and  laugh  at  the  pompous  religious  profes¬ 
sions.  Many  of  tliem  use  tlie  French  lan¬ 
guage  instead  of  the  Latin  in  their  prayers. 
They  are  said  to  be  generally  moral  in  their 
conduct,  and  strict  in  their  observance  of 
the  Lord’s  Dav.  What  raav  be  the  elfett 
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of  sirch  a  secession  we  cannot  say,  but  we 
bope  it  may  be  productive  of  great  advan¬ 
tage. 

Paris. — Among  the  extraordinary  events 
of  modem  times,  the  formation  of  a  Bible 
Society  in  Paris  is  one  of  the  most  remarka¬ 
ble.  In  that  city,  which  proscribed  and 
persecuted  for  centuries  the  Reformers  and 
their  religion,  we  see  the  Protestants  pub¬ 
licly  assembled  to  organize  an  institution  for 
multiplying  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  distributing  them  among  the  poorest  of 
the  population. 

The  society  has  named  a  president.  M. 
le  Marquis  de  Jaucourt,  peer  of  France, 
and  Member  of  the  Calvinistic  Consistory. 
Four  Vice  Presidents,  at  the  head  of  whom 
is  placed  M.  le  Comte,  Boissy  d* Anglais, 
peer  of  F ranee,  and  Member  of  the  Calvin¬ 
istic  Consistory.  A  treasurer,  four  secreta¬ 
ries,  three  censors,  and  twelve  assessors. 

Subscriptions  have  been  entered  into,  and 
among  the  first  and  principal  subscribers, 
are  M.  le  due  et  Madame  la  Duchesse  de 
Brc^lie,  (daughter  of  Madame  de  Stael) 
M.  le  Baron  de  Stael,  et  M.  la  Duchesse  de 
Courlande. 

It  appears  that  the  Court  of  Cassation  has 
formally  decided  that  the  magistrates  have 
no  right  to  oblige  the  (Protestant)  citizens 
to  adorn  the  fronts  of  their  houses  with  ta¬ 
pestry',  in  honour  of  the  procession  of  the 
host,  &c. 

CEYLON. 

A  proclamation,  dated  August  17,  1818, 
has  been  issued,  declaring,  that  from  and 
after  the  26th  of  December,  1818,  being  the 
anniversary  cf  the  birth  of  our  Lord  and  Sa¬ 
viour  Jesus  Christ,  all  children  born  of  slaves 
on  this  island  shall  be  for  ever  free,  subject 
only  to  such  conditions  as  shall  appear  ne¬ 
cessary  for  their  maintenance,  &c.  till  of 
suitable  age  to  Support  themselves. 

ST.  HELL7VA. 

A  simi!a,r  resolution  was  passed  by  the 


inhabitants,  and  proprietors  of  slaves,  Au¬ 
gust  17, 1818,  to  take  place  December  25. 

SPAIN 

Has  ctmsented  to  abolish  her  slave  trade  ou 
the  30th  May,  1820 ;  but,  in  the  mean  time, 
permits  it  to  be  carried  on  with  prodigious 
rigour.  The  newspapers  inform  us,  that  on 
the  10th  of  June  last,  nearly  one  thousand 
slaves  arrived  at  the  Havanna  in  one  day  f 

ST.  PETERSBURGH. 

A  letter  has  been  received  from  Mr. 
Swan,  dated  12th  Oct.  1818,  from  which  we 
learn  that  his  ministry'  on  Lord’s  Day  even¬ 
ings  is  well  attended,  as  are  also  the  monthly 
prayer  meetings  for  the  spread  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  We  are  glad  to  find  that  our  country¬ 
men  in  Russia  take  so  much  interest  in  the 
cause  of  Missions. 

Mr.  Swan  has  begun  the  study  of  the 
Russ,  under  an  able  teacher ;  this  language 
appears  to  be  necessary’,  as  the  only  me¬ 
dium  through  which  the  Mongolian  and 
other  languages  can  be  acquired.  Mr. 
Swan  will  continue  at  St.  Petersburgh  until 
the  next  summer,  when  it  is  hoped  that  he 
will  be  joined  by  another  missionary  from 
England,  and  then  proceed  to  the  place  of 
his  destination. 

INDIA. 

By  letters  from  India,  it  appears  that  the 
schools  are  increasing  in  number  ;  and  that 
the  School-book  Society  is  active  in  prepar¬ 
ing  elementary  books  for  their  use. 

Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors 
to  the  JVew-York  KvangelicaL  Mission 
ary  Society  of  Y(mng  Men. 

It  is  with  lively  sentiments  of  thankful¬ 
ness  and  adoration,  that  the  Directors  2Lrt 
allowed  once  more  to  announce  to  the  So¬ 
ciety  the  progress  of  a  work,  to  which  they 
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hare  increased  testimony  that  the  Father  of 
Mercies  imparts  his  favour.  Although  it 
has  not  been  their  privilege  to  assume  a 
place  with  those  more  enlarged  plans  and 
important  exertions,  which  characterize  and 
adorn  the  age,  yet  they  have  been  permitted 
to  see  their  own  humble  sphere  still  extend¬ 
ing,  and  gradually  growing  brighter. 

At  their  last  report,  the  Society  were  in¬ 
formed  of  the  efforts  of  the  Board  to  extend 
the  Gospel  to  the  unevangelized  portions  of 
our  city — to  a  destitute  section  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania — to  the  Western  District  of  our  own 
State — and  to  the  extended  desolations  of 
the  State  of  Georgia.  The  most  of  these 
stations  they  have  been  enabled  to  maintain 
with  uninterrupted  constancy  through  the 
year. 

Shortly  after  the  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Aiken 
bad  commenced  his  labours  within  that 
portion  of  our  city  known  by  the  name  of 
Corlaer's  Hooky  he  was  unexpectedly  in¬ 
vited  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  in  Utica,  and  his  relation  to  this 
Society  by  mutual  consent,  dissolved.  This 
station,  however,  appeared  to  the  Board  to 
be  of  such  importance,  that  they  directed  the 
Rev.  Elihu  W.  Baldwin,  who  had  been  la¬ 
bouring  as  the  Missiemarj  of  the  Society  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Union  Mission  Church  in 
Banker-street,  to  succeed  Mr.  Aiken  in 
that  part  of  the  city.  Through  the  Divine 
blessing  upon  the  indefatigable  exertions  of 
this  Missionary,  the  Board  consider  what 
has  taken  place  at  Corlaer’s  Hook,  as  pre¬ 
senting  some  of  the  most  interesting  events 
of  the  year.  One  yetr  ago,  and  that  sec¬ 
tion  of  this  favoured  city  was  a  moral  wil¬ 
derness.  Mr.  Baldwin  commenced  his  la¬ 
bours  here  November  11,  1817,  where  he 
has  habitually  maintained  three  services  on 
the  Lord’s  Day,  established  several  lectures 
and  prayer  meetings  during  the  week,  aad 
generally  devoted  one  half  of  every  day  to 
family  visitations.  It  would  be  ungrateful 
not  to  mention  that  the  Great  Head  of  the 
Church  has  given  Mr.  Baldwin  some  early 
fruit  of  his  exertions  among  this  destitute 
people.  “  Soon  after  my  removal  hither,” 
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says  Mr.  Baldwin,  “February,  1818,  our 
little  assemblies  began  to  exhibit  unequi¬ 
vocal  tokens  of  the  Divine  presence.  The 
professors  of  religion  who  attended  them, 
were  refreshed ;  became  more  animated  in 
their  Christian  course,  and  more  interested 
for  the  salvation  of  souls.  Some  few  were 
brought  to  a  painful  sense  of  their  departure 
from  God ;  and,  to  use  their  own  language, 
were  a  second  time  converted  from  the 
error  of  their  ways.  Nearly  at  the  same 
time,  several  persons  who  had  lived  in  utter 
thoughtlessness  of  God  and  eternity,  were 
awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  awful  depravity 
and  of  the  everlasting  destruction  to  which 
it  exposed  them.  The  work  gradually  in¬ 
creased  till  within  a  few  days;  since  which 
time  it  has  apparently  come  to  a  stand.  As 
many  as  twelve  persons  afford  satisfactory 
evidence  of  their  having  truly  embraced 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  and  several  others 
are  under  religious  impressions.  Attend¬ 
ance  on  the  means  of  grace  is  still  incrcaS' 
ing ;  Christians  appear  to  be  on  the  alert ; 
and  we  cannot  but  hope  that  this  people 
may  yet  witness  such  a  work  of  Divine 
grace  as  shall  force  even  the  enemies  of 
religion  to  exclaim.  What  hath  God 
wrought !” 

In  a  communicaUon  of  May  5,  Mr.  Bald¬ 
win  says,  **  Thus  far  the  Lord  has  helped 
us.  It  is  manifest  to  those  who  contrast 
the  present  moral  condition  of  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood  with  its  character  sLk  months  ago, 
that  God  has  performed  a  work  here  which 
calls  for  the  devout  and  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgments  of  his  people.  Its  effects  are  by 
no  means  confined  to  those  individuals  who 
are,  in  the  most  important  sense  its  subjects. 
A  religious  influence  is  becoming  gradually 
more  apparent  and  extensive  among  those 
who  are  not  truly  pious.  Christians  of 
other  denominations  are  excited  to  greater 
and  more  successful  activity'.  The  neigh¬ 
bourhood  is  acquiring  a  character  which  is 
inducing  respectable  and  pious  families  to 
make  it  their  place  of  residence ;  so  that 
the  hope  is  already  indulged  that  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  th'‘  city  will,  within  a  short  pericKl. 
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be  numbered  among  the  more  favoured  part 

our  Zion.  Several  instances  of  hojieful 
tonversioii  have  occurred  since  the  date  of 
niy  last  communication,  and  a  few  indi¬ 
viduals  are  now  under  religious  impressions. 
The  work  is  still  silently  and  gradually 
progressive.” 

Some  time  In  the  month  of  February  last, 
the  Directors  were  called  upon  logive  their 
aiivice  as  to  the  propriety  of  organizing  a 
Church  in  tliis  part  of  our  city,  and  under 
rhe  more  immediate  inspection  of  your 
Missionary.  The  distance  of  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood  from  any  house  of  worship — the 
extent  arjd  rapid  increase  of  its  population — 
tiie  corruption  of  principle  and  of  morals, 
which  characterizes  it — the  little  prospect 
of  promoting  a  thorough  reformation  with¬ 
out  luiited  influence — and  more  than  all,  the 
opportunity  which  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
in  diat  barren  region,  afforded  of  collecting 
:ind  combining  the  influence  of  the  pious ; 
(l»ese  were  considerations  which  convinced 
the  Board  that  it  was  the  part  of  Christian 
wisdom  to  go  forward  in  this  object. 

Alluding  to  the  establishment  of  this  in¬ 
fant  Church,  Mr.  Baldwin  says,  “  But  the  j 
transaction  v\  hich  has  of  late  excited  the  i 
deepest  interest  here,  is  the  formation  of 
the  Seventh  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
City  of  New-York.  This  measure  was  long 
a  subject  of  solemn  consideration,  and  we 
Ijelievc,  of  fervent  prayer,  previously  to  its 
iK'ing  laid  before  the  Board  of  Directors 
ior  their  advice.  Their  decided  opinion, 
while  it  confirmed  existing  impressions  in 
favour  of  the  measure,  did  not  induce  pre¬ 
cipitancy  in  efl'ecting  it.  Never  have  I,  on 
any  occasion,  observed  greater  anxiety 
among  Christians  to  know  the  will  of  the 
I.ord,  or  more  apparent  readiness  to  submit 
to  it,  however  crossing  to  natural  inclina¬ 
tions  it  might  be,  when  known.  The  for¬ 
mation  of  this  Church  was  eflected  in  cir¬ 
cumstances  which  tried  men’s  souls.  The 
slate  of  things  was  such  as  almost  neces¬ 
sarily  to  exclude  the  influence  of  w’orldly 
motives  from  the  transaction,  and  to  enforce 
reliance  on  the  Divine  protection  and  bless¬ 


ing.  With  reference  to  this  subject,  Wed¬ 
nesday,  the  25th  of  March,  was  observed 
by  us  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer.  On 
this  occasion  a  considerable  number  oi 
people  assembled,  when  the  reasons  for 
forming  a  Church  were  stated  at  lai^e, 
and  the  Divine  direction  was  particularly 
supplicated.  It  proved  a  season  of  pecu¬ 
liar  harmony  and  love.  God  appeared  to 
afliix  his  seal  to  what  had  been  already  - 
done,  and  to  encourage  his  people  to  take 
the  decisive  step.  The  following  Friday 
was  accordingly  fixed  upon  for  tlie  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  contemplated  Church.  On  that 
occasion,  which,  we  trust,  will  be  gratefully 
remembered,  twelve  persons  having  pre¬ 
sented  tfieir  certificates  of  regular  dismis¬ 
sion  from  different  Presbyterian  and  Con¬ 
gregational  Churches,  and  expressed  their 
desire  to  unite  in  forming  a  Presbyterian 
Church,  proceeded  to  choose  their  officers, 
who  were  immediately  set  apart  to  then* 
olfice,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the 
Form  of  Government  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States.  The  Church 
being  formed,  nine  persons  were  admitted 
from  the  world  to  their  fellowship.  It 
scarcely  need  be  said,  that  the  transaction 
was  aft'ectlng.  W'e  tixist,  that  God  did 
vouchsafe  his  special  presence,  and  that 
many  hearts  were  filled  W'ith  holy  enjoy¬ 
ment.” 

If  the  formation  of  the  first  Christian 
Church  in  this  section  of  the  city  was  an 
interesting  event,  the  first  celebration  of  the 
holy  supper  could  not  be  less  so.  “  The 
little  company  of  believers,”  adds  Mr. 
Baldwin,  “  drew  around  the  table  of  their 
Lord  in  circumstances  which  somewhat 
I  resembled  those  of  the  first  Christian 
Churches.  An  upper  room  was,  indeed,  all 
that  could  be  provided ;  but  we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  it  was  dignified  with  the 
stately  presence  of  Immanuel.  The  place 
might  have  been  justly  named  Bochim^  for 
it  was  truly  a  place  of  tears.”  Since  ihe 
formation  of  the  Church  at  this  place, 
nothing  has  occurred  which  should  discou¬ 
rage  the  efforts  of  this  infant  people,  or  of 
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ihls  ]Mi8sionary  Society.  To  those  who 
view  tlie  transaction  with  a  benevolent 
spirit,  there  can  be  no  other  sentiment  than 
that  of  high  satisfaction  in  what  has  been 
done,  and  a  confident  persuasion  that  the 
Great  Head  of  the  Church  will  ratify  it, 
as  well  by  his  gracious  providence  in  this 
world,  as  by  his  final  decision  in  the  next. 
Thus  far,  indeed,  facts  warrant  this  confi¬ 
dence.  At  the  present  lime,  the  Church 
consists  of  forty  members ;  and  the  congre¬ 
gation  has  become  so  large  as  to  have  ren¬ 
dered  it  expedient  and  indispensable  to 
attempt  the  erection  of  a  house  for  public 
worship.  With  a  verj'  laudable  commence¬ 
ment,  on  the  part  of  the  congregation,  the 
Board,  unwilling  to  leave  this  infant  people 
to  struggle  under  the  pressure  of  such  a 
burden  alone,  at  their  stated  meeting,  in 
May  last,  unanimously  “  resolved,  that  a 
subscription  be  opened  immediately  in  aid 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Corlaer’s 
Hook,  in  erecting  a  place  of  w'orship  in  that 
vicinity  ;  and  that  each  member  of  this 
Board  make  it  his  duty  to  interest  himself 
for  the  furtherance  of  this  object.”  The 
Board  are  happy  to  state,  that  the  subscrip¬ 
tion  succeeded  so  far  as  to  enable  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  commence  the  building  in  Au¬ 
gust.  It  is  hoped,  that,  in  a  few  weeks, 
they  w’ill  be  able  to  occupy  the  basement  j 
story  as  a  place  of  worship  for  the  Winter ; 
and  that,  by  the  continued  liberality  of  the 
public,  the  whole  may  be  completed  early 
in  the  Spring.  Speaking  of  the  present 
state  of  this  jjeople,  Mr.  Baldwin,  in  his 
last  communication,  says,  “  W’^e  enjoy  much 
satisfaction  in  witnessing  the  Christian  union 
and  order  which  has  thus  far  distinguished 
this  little  company.  The  Spirit  of  God  is 
not  yet  removed  from  us.  The  increase  of 
the  congregation  keeps  pace  with  that  of 
the  Church.  Our  meetings  for  worship  are 
better  attended  than  at  any  former  period. 
In  short,  wlien  I  look  around  me,  and  con¬ 
trast  the  present  circumstances  of  this  peo¬ 
ple  with  what  they  were  a  year  since,  I  am 
encouraged.  The  Lord  hath  done  great 
things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad.  Our 


Church  has  been  received  under  the  foster¬ 
ing  care  of  the  Presbytery,  and  impression^, 
favourable  to  religion,  made  on  a  large  and 
most  important  section  of  this  growing  city, 
which,  w'e  hope,  will  go  down  to  succeed¬ 
ing  generations ;  and,  to  crown  the  whole, 
the  little  clouds  w’hich  rose,  and  ooured 
upon  us  their  mercy-drops,  still  linger  in 
our  sky,  and  seem  to  be  collecting  for  a 
still  more  refreshing  shower.”  In  review¬ 
ing  what  has  been  done  through  their  feeble 
instrumentality,  in  this  portion  of  our  city, 
the  Board  may  well  say,  “  It  is  the  Lord’= 
doing,  and  marvellous  in  our  eyes.” 

But  there  are  other  scenes  which  present 
themselves  to  our  view,  that  discover  the 
divine  kindness.  The  Society  were  inform¬ 
ed  by  the  report  of  the  last  year,  of  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  Rev.  Hutchins  Taylor  for 
a  destitute  section  of  Pennsylvania.  At  the 
last  annual  meeting,  the  Board  had  receiv- 
j  ed  no  intelligence  from  Mr.  Taylor,  and 
were  constrained  to  inform  the  Society  of 
his  bare  appointment.  It  appears  that  Mr. 
Taylor  arrived  at  Kingston  on  the  21st  of 
October,  1817.  With  some  exceptions  in 
the  early  and  concluding  part  of  his  mission, 
Mr.  T.  has  confined  his  labours  to  Wilkes- 
barre  and  Kingston.  In  a  letter  dated  Kings- 
ton,  Jan.  6,1818,  he  says,  “  Since  my  arrival 
here,  I  have  had  much  intercourse  with  the 
people.  My  first  object  was  to  become  ac¬ 
quainted  as  early  as  possible  with  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Church.  I  endeavoured  to  lead 
them  to  mourn  over  the  low  state  of  Zion,  and 
also  to  excite  among  them  a  spirit  of  prayer. 
In  Wilkesbarre  a  spirit  of  prayer  among 
the  little  flock  of  Christ  has  appeared  to  in¬ 
crease  ;  and  the  few  who  are  anxiously 
waiting  for  the  consolation  of  Israel  take, 
courage  that  a  more  general  .seriousness,' 
and  spirit  of  inquiry  begins  to  prevail.  But 
it  is  yet  a  dark  day  in  Wilkesbarre.  But  of 
Kingston,  blessed  be  God,  I  can  present  a 
brighter  picture.  There  has  been,  for 
some  time  past,  an  evident  and  increasing 
solicitude  among  the  people :  a  few  indivi¬ 
duals  have  expressed  a  deep  though  silent 
anxiety  for  tli^-ir  souls,  ft  is  mani^e.^t  that 


F.VANGELICAL  GUARDIAN 


>6G 


the  Spirit  of  God  has  been  striving  with  (hem 
in  a  special  manner.  Upon  pushing  my 
inquiries,  I  soon  found  there  was  a  consi¬ 
derable  number  in  a  similar  state  of  mind, 
of  whom  such  things  were  little  suspected. 
The  Lord  is  verily  among  us.  We  have 
such  meetings  as  have  never  been  seen 
here  before.  Many  appear  to  be  inquiring  j 
w  hat  they  shall  do  to  be  saved,  and  several 
are  rejoicing  in  hope.”  As  the  result  of  this 
visit  of  mercy,  Mr.  Taylor  informs  the 
Board,  that  about  thirty  persons  have  been 
added  to  the  Church  from  the  world. 
Twenty-one  of  them  were  received  on  the 
same  Sabbath,  and  “  the  scene,”  says  Mr. 
Taylor,  “  to  the  people  in  this  country,  was 
most  interesting.  It  was  a  solemn  and 
aw  ful  day  to  this  little  flock,  to  see  so  many 
coining  to  Zion’s  solemn  feasts.” 

F rom  a  thorough  conviction  that  the  con- ; 
grcgation  at  Kingston  were  now  able  to  sup- ! 
port  the  Gospel  without  the  aid  of  a  mission-  j 
ar}  Society,  Mr.  Taylor  considered  it  his  j 
duty  to  take  his  station  in  the  borough  of 
Berwick,  about  twenty-five  miles  below 
Wilkesbarrc.  There  is  no  regular  Church 
formed  here,  and  no  Society  organized,  ex¬ 
cept  among  our  brethren  of  the  Methodist 
denomination.  As  to  the  success  of  his 
mission  in  this  place,  the  Board  have  nothing 
of  a  very  animating  nature  to  communicate, 
except  the  establishment  of  a  Sunday  School 
of  high  promise,  in  rescuing  the  Sabbath 
from  verj  general  profanation  among  all 
classes  of  society.  Besides  his  labours  in 
these  towns,  Mr.  Taylor  has  made  occasion¬ 
al  excursions  among  the  destitute  settle¬ 
ments  in  the  vicinity,  where  he  has  been 
favoured  with  attentive  and  solemn  audien¬ 
ces,  and  received  many  expressions  of  re¬ 
spect  and  kindness.  Mr.  Taylor  closed  his 
mission  in  Pennsylvania  in  August  last,  and 
was  pleased  to  signify  to  the  Board,  (hat,  ^ 
in  the  course  of  the  autumn,  he  should  be 
willing  to  enter  the  field  of  laljour  in  com-  • 
paiiy  with  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Mills  and  Col¬ 
ton,  in  the  w’estem  part  of  this  state. 

It  is  to  this  department  of  their  chaise,  • 
the  Directors  would  now  turn  the  attention 

ihe  Society.  The  Beard  has  sent  unto ' 


this  region,  and  suppose  they  have  now  in 
actual  employment,  six  missionaries.  The 
Rev.  James  H.  Mills  and  the  Rev.  Calvin 
Colton  hare  continued  their  ministrations 
since  their  first  appointment,  in  the  summer 
of  1817.  At  their  last  annual  meeting,  tlie 
Society  were  informed  that  the  laljours  of 
Mr.  Mills  had  been  so  far  owned  and  bless¬ 
ed  of  God,  as  to  have  resulted  in  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  a  regular  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
the  town  of  Clarence,  about  (went)'  miles 
east  of  the  British  Provinces.  The  Board 
have  seen  fit  to  confine  the  attention  of  this 
missionary  to  the  same  village  during  the 
W'hole  of  the  year.  The  beneficial  effects  of 
this  mission  the  Society  shall  hear  from  Mr. 
Mills’s  own  pen. 

Jan.  21,  1818,  he  says; — “I  have  the 
pleasure  to  say  to  the  Society,  that  the  state 
of  things  is  becoming  daily  more  and  more 
interesting  at  Clarence.  We  humbly  trust 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  with  us.  Wc  do 
believe  the  Lord  has  blessings  in  store  for 
this  guilty  people.  There  has  been  for  se¬ 
veral  weeks  an  unusual  attention  to  the 
preached  word.  Our  meetings,  both  on  the 
Sabbath  and  during  the  week,  are  crowded; 
my  lalxjurs  arc  very  abundant,  and  I  some- 
:  times  feel  as  if  I  must  sink  under  them ;  but 
I  at  others  1  take  courage,  and  feel  willing  to 
■  spend  and  be  spent.  Our  infant  Church  is 
in  as  favourable  condition  as  we  could  haye 
expected.  The  members  are  widely  scat¬ 
tered,  and  generally  poor.  Upon  the  whole, 
we  feel  that  we  have  much  to  encourage 
'  us,  when  we  look  back  to  the  state  of  things 
'  sit  months  ago.” 

The  Board  were  greatly  rejoiced  to  learn 
that  the  congregation  at  Clarence  hope  to 
I  relieve  the  funds  of  your  Society,  by  aflford- 
ling  Mr.  Mills  some  part  of  his  requisite 
support.  By  more  recent  communications 
the  Board  have  been  informed,  that  this 
missionary  has  received  ordination  as  a  Gos¬ 
pel  minister,  and  connected  himself  with 
the  Presbytery  of  Niagara.  **  On  the  4th  of 
February’,”  says  he,  “I  was  ordained  at 
Le-Roy.  The  following  Sabbath  I  admi¬ 
nistered  the  Lord's  siipjier  to  the  Church  at 
Clarence.  Three  new  members  were  add- 
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ed.  Our  prospects  grow  more  encouraging,  j  an  animating  prospect.  There  has  been  no 
Within  a  few  days,  we  discover  more  strik-  j  relaiLation  of  that  attention  on  public  wor- 
ing  evidence  that  the  Lord  is  in  the  midst  of  |  ship  which  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  but  a 
this  congregation.  The  religious  excite- 1  constant  increase.  Several  are  now  in- 
ment  now  seems  very  general,  and  our  j  dulging  the  hope  of  a  renewed  state,  that 

have  not  yet  united  with  the  Church,  and 
not  a  few  appear  to  be  the  subjects  of  deep 
seriousness.” 

Since  this  communication,  Mr.  Colton  has 
advised  the  Board  of  the  formation  of  a 
Young  JSIen^s  Missionary  Society^  in  the 
town  of  Le-Roy,  auxiliary  to  this  Society : 
hopeful  appearances  among  the  youth  of  and  also  of  the  institution,  under  very  fa- 
that  people.  We  cannot  but  express  our  vourable  auspices,  of  a  Sunday  School  and 
high  gratiheation  that  your  missionary  has  Bible  Class,  the  foiroer  of  which  consists  of 
instituted  tw’o  Bible  Classes,  who  weekly  nearly  one  hundred  children.  The  Bible 
recite  .several  chapters  from  the  Bible,  and  Class,  under  his  own  direction,  has  received 
listen  with  interest  and  eagerness  to  the  the  attention  of  about  fifty  young  persons  of 
different  topics  of  instruction  which  they  both  sexes.  “  Both  of  these  institutions,” 
present.  “  These  classes,”  says  Mr.  Mills,  he  observes,  “  have  received  universal  ap- 
“  comprise  the  most  respectable  youth  of  probation  and  countenance.” 
both  sexes  in  the  congregation.  This  To  the  Church  in  Le-Roy,  the  Board  are 
course  of  instruction  has  also  been  the  happy  to  learn,  there  are  from  time  to  time 
means  of  introducing  a  very  flourishing  Sun-  very  pleasing  additions,  and  particularly 
day  School  in  the  village,  which  hitherto  from  among  the  youth.  There  are  several  in- 
appeared  utterly  impracticable,  for  want  of  stances  of  hopeful  conversion,  and  one  espe- 
teachers.  Though  the  attempt  was  exceed-  cially  to  which  the  Directors  have  listened 
inglv  discouraging,  I  determined,”  says  with  high  interest  and  grateful  admiiation. 
your  missionar)’,  ”  to  make  a  trial ;  and  we  By  communications  from  their  missionary, 
have  reason  to  bless  God,  who  hath  helped  ,  of  still  later  date,  it  appears  that  the  state 
us,  and  far  more  than  exceeded  our  expect- ,  of  the  mission  in  Le-Roy  is  still  more  favour- 
ations.  F rom  this  experience,  i  think  I  shall  able  . 

sometimes  learn  to  hope  against  hope ;  and  ”  We  have  no  shower,”  says  Mr.  Colton, 
when  there  is  the  least  probability  of  sue-  “  but  drops  of  grace  are  not  unfrequent, 
cess,  to  make  a  trial.  On  the  whole,  the  Last  evening,  at  the  close  of  the  exercises 
prospects  of  the  Church  in  this  region  are  of  my  Bible  Class,  three  young  persons, 
brightening.  I  believe  the  general  impres-  driven  evidently  by  the  power  of  their  feel- 
sion  is,  that  this  part  of  Zion  has  great  rea-  ings,  presented  themselves  to  me  for  coun- 
son  to  rejoice  in  the  labours  of  the  missiona- '  sel  and  comfort,  substantially  in  these 
ries  whom  your  Society  has  sent  into  this  terms,  “  What  shall  we  do  .^”  Being  alto- 
very  interesting  field.”  gether  unexpected,  it  was  truly  and  deeply 

The  Rev.  Calvin  Colton  still  continues  at'  affecting.  No  less  than  three  children,  be- 


nieetings  are  very  solemn,  and  many  feel 
deeply  affected.  O  may  your  Society  have 
occasion  to  rejoice  in  more  abundant  fruit 
from  their  exertions  among  this  guilty 
people.” 

By  a  communication  of  still  later  date,  the 
Board  have  been  informed  of  some  very 


the  town  of  Le-Roy,  In  Genessee  county,  | 
and  with  undiminished  prospects  of  useful- 1 
ness.  ”  I  cannot,”  says  he,  ”  tell  of  such  j 
great  things  as  1  have  ardently  hoped  for,  | 
but  yet  there  are  some  good  things.  There  ; 
has  been  a  sufficient  degree  of  religious  feel¬ 
ing  among  this  people,  from  the  time  I  first 
visited  them  to  tha  present  moment,  to  aflbrd 


longing  to  our  Sabbath  School,  give  good 
evidence  of  the  Christian  character,  and  a 
number  of  others  of  much  serious  inquiry ; 
and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  three 
persons  alx)ve  named  are  teachers  in  this 
school.  Conviction  appears  to  be  fastened 
on  their  minds,  like  a  nail  in  a  sure  place.” 

Tile  numl:)er  admitted  to  tlie  fellowship 
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of  the  Church,  during  Mr.  Colton’s  ministra¬ 
tions  at  Le-Roy,  is  forty-eight. 

While  the  Board  have  often  expressed 
the  sentiment  to  their  missionaries,  that 
ground  once  occupied,  ought,  if  possible, 
to  be  retained  ;  and  that  more  aid  can  be 
obtained  to  their  funds,  and  more  good  in 
the  end  accomplished,  by  a  course  of  sta¬ 
tionary  rather  than  itinerant  labour :  yet 
they  have  uniformly  advised  their  missiona¬ 
ries  to  extend  their  efforts  to  the  adjacent 
country.  This  both  Mr.  Mills  and  Mr. 
Colton  have  done  with  much  success,  so  far 
as  it  respects  ascertaining  the  places  that 
are  most  destitute,  and  giving  seasonable 
information  to  the  Directors.  “  The  ground 
which  I  occupy,”  says  Mr.  Colton,  “  and 
to  which  I  am  accustomed  to  extend  my  la¬ 
bours,  as  far  as  ability  will  |>ermit,  embra¬ 
ces,  Le-Roy  village  being  a  centre,  what 
would  be  equal  to  a  circle  w'hose  diameter 
IS  twenty  miles,  the  whole  of  which  is  filled 
\vith  settlers.  Within  a  i-egion  of  this  ex¬ 
tent,  and  about  tliis  village,  there  are  inha¬ 
bitants  enough,  if  they  could  be  induced  to 
be  organized,  to  form  as  many  as  from  six 
to  ten  religious  societies,  each  of  a  thousand 
souls.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  obey  half 
the  solicitations  with  which  I  am  pressed 
from  abroad.  Great,  indeed,  in  this  region, 
is  the  demand  for  missionary  labours.” 

In  his  last  communication,  Mr.  Colton 
says,  he  was  absent  from  Le-Roy  during  the 
month  of  September.  “  This  time  I  spent 
in  the  southern  parts  of  this  county,  princi¬ 
pally  in  the  towns  of  Gainsville  and  Coving¬ 
ton,  and  preached,  in  my  absence,  to.  ave¬ 
rage  one  sermon  per  day.  Gainsville  is 
thirty  miles  south  of  Le-Roy,  the  same  place 
visited  by  brother  Mills,  when  he  first  came 
out.  I  found  a  Chui-ch  here,  and  my  la¬ 
bours  among  them  were  received  w’ith  ten¬ 
der  expressions  of  gratitude,  and  attended 
to  with  great  eagerness,  and  apparent  so¬ 
lemnity.  In  another  part  of  this  town,  also, 
seven  miles  distant,  1  thought  it  expedient 
to  collect  a  Church,  which  was  organized 
on  Monday  the  14th  of  September.  Bro¬ 
ther  Bull,  of  Warsaw,  was  present,  and  as¬ 


sisted.  This  is  a  ver}'  promising  plant,  in 
which  my  heart  took  the  deepest  interest. 
They  contemplate  a  union  with  the  other 
Chui*ch,  as  soon  as  they  can  form  a  centre, 
halfway  between  the  two.  Nolliing  is  ne¬ 
cessary  to  build  up  a  society  in  this  town, 
and  to  make  these  Cliurches  one,  but  to 
station  a  missionary  among  them,  who 
would,  I  doubt  not,  receive  half  his  support 
from  the  people.  The  town  of  Perry,  east 
of  Gainsville,  I  found  an  important  object  of 
missionary  attention — very  important.  Co¬ 
vington  is  about  ten  miles  south  of  Le-Roy. 
My  first  attempts  among  this  people  were 
rather  discouraging;  but  by  the  second 
time  1  had  been  in  the  place,  I  had  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  witnessing  a  great  flocking  to  the 
places  at  w'hich  I  had  appointed  to  preach. 
With  so  favourable  a  commencement,  I  was 
compelled  to  leave  the  place  willi  the  deep¬ 
est  regret.  My  dear  .Sir,  one  man  cannot 
bo  proscnl  every  where  :  how  often  have  1 
almost  coveted  this  attribute,  w  itnessinjj:  the 
crowded  assemblies,  and  importunate  soli¬ 
citations  of  Uiose  who  live  in  a  ‘dry  and 
thirsty  land,  where  no  water  is  !*  Were 
your  Society  able  to  send  missionaries  and 
funds,  the  whole  of  this  country  west  of  the 
Genessee  River,  would  not  only  be  grateful 
for  your  exertions,  but  the  supjwi  t  oft'ered 
by  the  j)eople  would  generally  be  one  half 
at  first,  to  increase  until  they  will  shortly 
become  independent  societies.  It  is  a  verv 
important  section  of  the  countiy',  and  ex¬ 
posed  at  present  to  the  ravages  of  Sectarian¬ 
ism  and  Deism ;  the  former  in  no  inconsi¬ 
derable  degree  engendering  the  latter.  The 
advantages  aflbrded  by  your  method  of 
operation  are  very  superior,  and  the  Church¬ 
es  will  for  ever  feel  their  obligations.” 

The  Society  will  recollect,  that  at  their 
last  annual  meeting  the  Board  reported  the 
appointment  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Burbank,  to 
a  village  called  Cayuga  Creek  Settlement, 
about  twenty  miles  south-east  of  Bufl'alo. 
Through  some  unexpected  failure,  the  com¬ 
mission  of  Mr.  Burbank  did  not  reach  him 
until  he  had  accepted  an  appointment  from 
another  Socictv :  so  that  he  has  never  been 
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in  actual  service.  But  the  Board  have  not 
been  unmindful  of  the  exigencies  of  this  dis 
ap|)ointed  people.  In  May  last  they  ap¬ 
pointed  the  Rev.  Herman  Halsey  to  under¬ 
take  the  mission,  who  was  pleased  to  accept 
tlieir  appointment,  and  to  enter  immediately 
upon  the  duties  of  a  missionary.  Mr.  Hal¬ 
sey  reached  the  field  of  labour  on  the  9th 
of  June.  “On  the  25th  May,”  says  he,  “  I 
commenced  my  journey,  and,  travelling 
with  all  convenient  expedition,  reached 
Bergen  and  its  vicinity,  the  place  of  my 
destination,  on  the  9tb  of  June.  After  be¬ 
coming  acquainted  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Church,  I  was  invited  to  preach  to  them 
four  Sabbaths.  I  accepted  their  proposal, 
and  immediately  commenced  my  labours. 
I  found  in  this  place  a  small  society  that  re¬ 
gularly  attended  public  worship  at  the 
school-house  on  the  Sabbath,  and  a  Church 
consisting  of  about  fifty  members,  all  of 
which,  excepting  two,  had  been  members 
of  other  Churches.  During  the  term  for 
which  I  was  invited  to  supply  this  place,  I 
preached  twice  on  each  Sabbath,  to  more 
people  than  a  large  school-house  would  ac¬ 
commodate.  1  also  preached  occasionally 
during  the  •  week  in  different  parts  of  the 
town,  and  visited  families  and  schools. 
Thrte  Sunday  Schools  have  been  establish¬ 
ed  here  this  Summer,  which  I  have  visited 
as  my  convenience  })€rmitted.  I  have  de¬ 
posited  in  each  of  them  a  quantity  of  reli¬ 
gious  Tracts,  for  circulation  in  the  schools, 
and  in  the  families  to  which  the  scholars  be¬ 
long.  After  spending  three  w'eeks  in  Ber¬ 
gen,  I  visited  Murray,  a  place  about  twelve 
miles  distant  from  this.  Here  is  a  small 
Church,  that  has  no  supply  of  preaching, 
except  that  little  which  is  afforded  them  by 
itinerating  missionaries.  1  preached  to  them 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  the  next  day  returned 
to  Bergen.  On  the  Sabbath  following,  i 
administered  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  to  the  Church  in  Bergen.  Four 
young  persons,  having  been  previously  pro¬ 
pounded,  were  at  that  time  admitted  to  the 
Church,  on  profession  of  their  faith.  The 
Committee  of  the  Society  requested  me  to 


preach  to  them  three  Sabbaths  more :  I  ac¬ 
cordingly  preached  to  them  on  the  ensuing- 
Sabbath.  As  they  did  not  wi.sh  the  remain¬ 
ing  supply  to  be  given  immediately,  I  made 
an  excursion  to  the  destitute  places  on  the- 
Ridge  Road.  On  the  Sabbath,  I  preached 
at  Gaines ;  and  on  every  day  but  one,  dur 
ing  the  week,  I  preached  at  different  places 
along  the  Ridge.  The  next  Sabbath  I 
preached  at  Ridgeway.  The  people  in  the 
places  which  I  visited,  seldom  hear  preach¬ 
ing  from  a  Presbyterian  minister.  Preach¬ 
ers  of  other  denominations  are  considerably 
numerous.  After  this  I  returned  to  Bergen, 
where  I  spent  the  two  ensuing  Sabbaths, 
which  completed  the  term  for  which  I  was 
invited  to  stay.  Being  requested  to  preach 
again  at  Bergen  after  a  few  weeks,  I  spent 
the  intervening  time  at  the  settlement  on 
Cayuga  Creek.  Here  I  found  a  Church 
consisting  of  between  twenty  and  thirty 
members,  and  a  people  of  whom  many  ap¬ 
peared  very  anxious  to  hear  the  Gospel.  As 
soon  as  an  appointment  could  be  made,  I 
preached  a  Sermon,  and  spent  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  time  in  visiting  from  house  to 
house.  The  people  appeared  to  be  truly 
rejoiced  to  behold  a  Missionary  among 
them.  On  the  Sabbath  I  preached  to 
crowded  and  attentive  auditories,  and  visit¬ 
ed  a  well-conducted  Sunday-school.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  week,  I  preached  every  day  but 
one,  in  different  places.  Here  also  I  attend¬ 
ed  the  Female  Missionary  Society,  auxilia¬ 
ry  to  yours,  to  which  there  was  an  accessic;i 
of  eight  members.  The  work  of  the  Lord 
is  evidently  prevailing  in  this  place.  Chris¬ 
tians  are  much  animated.  Several  who 
were  lately  the  avowed  enemies  of  religion, 
are  now  its  professed  friends.  .Some  are  re- 
joicing'in  the  hope  of  salvation,  and  a  great¬ 
er  and  increasing  number  appear  to  be 
earnestly  asking  the  way  to  eternal  life. 
The  formation  of  a  Missionary  Society 
J  among  the  men,  auxiliary  to  the  New-York 
Evangelical  Missionary  Society,  was  con¬ 
templated,  and  will  probably  be  effected. 
They  are  very  desirous  of  Missionary  aid, 
and  appear  to  be  willing  to  do  somffhing 
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themselves  for  the  supply  of  their  spiritual 
wants.” 

In  a  communication  of  September  18, 
Mr.  Mills  also  takes  notice  of  the  desirable 
condition  of  this  settlement.  “  At  Cayuga 
Creek,  within  a  few  days,  I  hear  there  is  a 
I'evival,  which  is  the  fruit  of  the  labours  of 
your  missionaries.  Mr.  Halsey  came  there 
a  short  time  ago,  and  found  things  in  a  very 
favourable  state;  and  since  be  has  been 
there,  there  seems  to  be  every  reason  to 
hope  for  a  great  and  glorious  work  of  the  | 
Lord.  I  hope  to  visit  them  in  the  course  of  j 
this  week.” 

Beside  these  appointments,  the  Board  I 
also  engaged,  in  J uly  last,  the  Rev.  Sylves¬ 
ter  Eaton,  and  the  Rev.  Norris  Bull,  the  j 
one  for  Centreville,  near  Buffalo,  and  the 
other  for  Warsaw,  about  twenty  miles  j 
south  of  Batavia.  From  Mr.  Eaton  they] 
have  received  no  communications  whatever,  j 
They  learn  from  Mr.  Bull,  that  his  minis¬ 
trations  in  W’arsaw  have  not  been  in  vain. 
When  Mr.  Bull  first  arrived  at  VV'arsaw  he 
found  the  people  in  a  most  unhappy  state  ; 
divided  into  parties,  and  alienated  by  jea¬ 
lousies,  they  presented  very  little  hope  to 
the  exertions  of  a  faithful  Missionary.  But 
God  has  blessed  his  own  institutions.  “  It 
became,”  says  Mr.  Bull,  ”  a  matter  of  the 
first  moment  to  heal  the  breach,  and,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  to  effect  a  union.  This,  by  the  Divine 
blessing,  I  was  enabled  to  do ;  and  the  So¬ 
ciety,  at  present,  appears  to  have  forgotten 
all  pre-existing  difficulties,  and  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  harmonious.  They  have  exhibited  a 
good  degree  of  satisfaction  with  my  labour, 
and  are  anxious  to  settle  me  permanently 
among  them.  They  discover  an  unusual 
attention  to  the  preaching  of  the  word ;  and 
there  is  evidently  considerable  excitement 
in  the  minds  of  the  people,  together  with 
some  instances  of  genuine  conviction,  and 
hopeful  conversion.  The  prospect  is  fair 
and  promising  for  a  revival  of  religion  in 
this  place.  It  is,  however,  a  matter  of 
deep  regret,  that  the  people  of  the  Western 
Country  are  so  much  divided  in  their  reli¬ 
gious  sentiments;  were  they  all  united. 


almost  every  town  would  be  able  to  give  a 
faithful  minister  of  the  Gospel  a  competent 
support.  In  their  present  condition  the 
encouragement  to  ministers  is  exceedingly 
small ;  and  I  know  not  how  th(>y  will  ever 
be  formed  into  permanent,  efficient  congre¬ 
gations,  unless  their  present  efforts  are 
strengthened  by  aid  from  Missionary  Socie¬ 
ties.  Perhaps  no  part  of  our  country  affords 
a  fairer  prospect  of  success  to  missionary 
labour  than  this  western  region.  I  have 
made  several  excursions  to  different  towns, 
and  it  seems  as  if  God  had  inclined  their 
I  minds  to  attend  to  the  word,  and  opened 
their  hearts  to  receive  the  truth.  The  Spirit 
IS  now  breathing  on  this  wilderness,  and  the 

I 

effects  are  seen  and  felt  in  tlie  souls  of  many 
j  who  have  been  dead  in  tre.spasses  and  sins. 

!  Your  Society  may  numl:)er  many  new-born 
!  souls  in  this  desolate  region,  who  have  al¬ 
ready  become  the  trophies  of  victorious 
grace,  as  the  fruit  of  your  benevolent  ex¬ 
ertion.” 

In  addition  to  these  appointments,  Mr. 
Hutchins  Taylor,  of  whose  lalx>urs  we  have 
already  given  some  account  in  another  part 
of  the  vineyard,  visited  this  region  sometime 
in  Septeml:)er  last,  and  has  accepted  a  com¬ 
mission  from  the  Board  for  six  months. 
The  board  did  not  direct  him  to  any  parti¬ 
cular  place,  but  left  the  immediate  scene  of 
his  exertion  to  be  selected  at  his  own  discre¬ 
tion,  in  consultation  with  the  brethren 
already  on  the  spot — making  the  greatest 
necessities  of  the  people,  and  the  fairest 
prospect  of  usefulness,  the  criterion  of  their 
judgment.  No  intelligence  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  Mr.  Taylor  since  his  appoint¬ 
ment. 

Just  previous  to  the  last  annual  meeting, 
the  Board  apjx)inted  Mr.  Randolph  Stone 
to  spend  six  months  in  the  destitute  parts  of 
Georgia,  under  the  advice  and  direction  of 
the  Female  Missionary  Society  at  Savan¬ 
nah.  This  Mission  expired  at  the  close  o.' 
six  months  from  its  coininencement.  The 
intelligence  Mr.  Stone  has,  from  time  to 
time,  communicated  to  the  Board,  contains 
much  valuable  informatton  ou  the  state  of 
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Teligion  in  Georgia.  “  Often,”  he  remarks, 

have  strangers  come  to  me,  after  public 
worship,  and  expressed  in  prayers  and 
tears  the  gratitude  they  felt  to  the  Society 
for  sending  them  a  Missionary.” 

There  is  still  another  destitute  region  the 
Board  have  begun  to  occupy,  in  the  course 
of  the  past  year.  Ever  since  the  mission¬ 
ary  tour  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Mills  and 
Smith,  in  1814  and  1815,  the  district  of 
country  embraced  by  the  Missouri,  Illinois, 
and  Indiana  Territories,  has  been  con- 
siderec!  among  the  most  important  fields  of 
missionary  labour.  In  their  early  Inquiries 
for  Missionaries,  the  Directors  ascertained 
tliat  two  gentleman,  well  qualified  for  the 
duty,  would  engage  in  the  service  of  the 
Society,  if  they  might  be  stationed  some¬ 
where  on  the  Missouri  River,  on  the  Wa¬ 
bash,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Kaskaskias. 
These  gentlemen  are  the  Rev.  David  Tenny 
and  the  Rev.  Charles  S.  Robinson.  The 
hearts  of  these  young  men  were  set  on  that 
desolate  region ;  and  the  Board  rejoieed  in 
the  opportunity  to  employ  them.  They 
have  received  commissions  for  one  year, 
and  ere  this  are  probably  on  missionary 
ground.  Souls  are  not  the  less  valuable 
because  they  are  separated  from  us  by 
tracts  of  country,  over  which  we  have  ne¬ 
ver  travelled,  or  which  we  may  never  see. 
The  Board  fervently  hope  these  Missiona¬ 
ries  are  destined  to  commence  a  course  of 
exertion  which  shall  make  that  remote 
wilderness  blossom  as  the  rose.  Surveying, 
as  they  have,  so  many  destitute  thousands 
in  one  of  the  most  fertile  parts  of  our  coun¬ 
try,  the  Directors  encourage  themselves 
with  the  inquiry.  Who  can  tell  how  much 
good  may  be  done  from  these  small  begin¬ 
nings  f  Who  shall  limit  the  numbers  here¬ 
after  to  rise  up  and  call  your  Missionaries 
blessed.^  The  Boat'd  fervently  commend 
this  newly  selected  field  to  the  affection  and 
prayers  of  the  Society. 

Besides  these  appointments,  the  Directors 
have  recently  received  an  application  for 
Missionary  services  from  two  Committees 
residing  in  different  parts  of  the  county  of 
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West-Chester,  in  our  own  state.  They  are 
happy  to  inform  the  Society,  that  they  have 
been  enabled  to  procure  a  Missionary  well 
adapted  to  the  wants  of  this  section  of  the 
country ;  and  that  the  Rev.  Trumam  Osborn 
has  accepted  a  commission  ^labour  in  the 
county  of  West-Chester  for  ^ee  months. 

The  resources  of  the  past  year,  though 
far  from  being  adequate  to  our  disburse¬ 
ments.  have  been  considerably  increased. 
The  Board  have  received  intelligence  of  the 
formation  of  four  Auxiliary  Societies ;  v«. 
The  Youth’s  Missionary  Society  of  New- 
York;  The  Female  Missiemary  Society  of 
Cayuga  Creek ;  The  Young  Men’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  eff  Bridg^ampton,  (L.  I.)  ; 
and  the  Society  already  named  in  the  com¬ 
munication  of  Mr.  Colton,  formed  at  Le- 
Roy.  To  all  these  institutions  the  Board 
would  present  this  public  testimonial  of 
their  thanks. 

The  Auxiliary  Society  in  this  city  is 
formed  of  youths  whose  age  is  not  wont  to 
inspire  them  with  so  deep  an  interest  in  so 
laudable  an  enterprise,  and  deserves,  there¬ 
fore,  the  distinguished  tokens  of  approba¬ 
tion. 

While  adverting  to  the  augmentation  of 
their  resources,  the  Board  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  following  slims,  exclusively 
of  the  annual  dues : 

Avails  of  Collection  in  City 

Hotel, . J191  50 

Avails  of  do.  in  Brick  Church,  .  238  30 

F rom  the  ladies  of  one  of  the  con¬ 
gregations  in  this  city,  to  con¬ 
stitute  their  Pastor  a  member 


for  life, .  50  00 

From  the  Female  Charitable  So¬ 
ciety  of  Middletown,  (L.  I.)  .  6  25  . 

From  an  Auxiliary  Society  of 

Southold,  (L.  1.) . 17  50 

From  the  Youths’  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety,  of  New-York,  ....  67  92 

Amount  of  Donations  from  differ¬ 
ent  individuals, .  502  25 


Amounting  to  ,  .  f 1074  22 


572 


EVANGELICAL  GUARDIAN 


It  is  with  no  common  pleasure  the  EHrec- 
tors,  also,  make  their  acknowledgments  to 
an  unknown  friend  for  the  donation  of  one 
dollar^  under  circumstances  which  evince 
ardent  attachment  to  the  cause  of  Missions. 
The  Board  cannot  deny  themselves  the  sa¬ 
tisfaction  of  inserting  the  following  note, 
directed  to  their  Treasurer; 

“  Marchs,  1818. — The  enclosed  dollar 
is  the  amount  of  the  savings  of  a  small 
family  in  an  article  of  domestic  consump¬ 
tion  for  one  week.  You  will  please  accept 
of  this  mite,  as  a  donation  to  the  New- York 
Evangelical  Missionary  Society  of  Young 
Men,  &c.  'tc. 

A  Friend  to  the  Institution.” 

Did  such  a  spirit  prevail,  how  soon  would 
the  deep  disgrace  of  the  Christian  world  be 
wiped  away !  How  soon  would  such  a 
spirit  enlighten  the  darkness,  purify  the 
pollution,  and  alleviate  the  sorrows  of  apos¬ 
tate  man !  Should  all  the  families  of  tin's 
countr}',  or  all  the  families  of  this  city,  or 
even  all  the  families  of  this  Missionary  Soci¬ 
ety,  follow  this  blessed  example,  how  long 
before  men  who  have  sown  in  tears  would 
reap  in  joy  !  how  long  before  the  knowledge 
of  the  Lord  would  cover  the  earth  as  the 
waters  cover  the  sea ! 

The  Society  will  recollect,  that  at  their 
last  annual  meeting  they  desired  the  Board 
to  open  a  correspondence  W’ith  the  London 
Missionary  Society.  The  Board  have  not 
been  unmindful  of  this  request  They  early 
transmitted  the  resolution  of  the  Society  to 
that  Institution,  together  W’ith  the  Brief 
View  of  Facts  resulting  in  the  formation  of 
this  Society,  and  their  last  annual  report. 
The  Directors  of  the  London  Missionaiy 
Society  are  pleased  to  say,  “  They  think 
themselves  obliged,  by  our  communications, 
both  written  and  printed;  and  hail  the 
formation  and  progress  of  The  New -York 
Evangelical  Missionary  Society  of  Young 
Men,  as  an  additional  instrument,  which 
they  trust  the  Great  Lord  of  All  will  employ 
for  the  glory  of  his  holy  name.”  The  Board 
have  not  been  displeased  with  the  frankness 
with  which  their  Secretary  expresses  him¬ 


self  relative  to  the  facts  which  g^ve  birth  to 
this  Institution At  the  Orst  view  of  your 
Society,  permit  me  to  say,  I  felt  uneasiness. 
Separations  sound  ill,  and  are  frequently 
the  effects  of  ill  tempers;  but  on  reading 
yoor  report,  it  appeared  that  even  if  evil 
had  existed  in  one  or  both  parties,  the  wise 
and  gracious  Saviour,  whom  we  all  adore 
and  ser\’e,  had  educed  good  out  of  tliat 
evil ;  and  thus,  as,  of  old,  the  confusion  of 
tongues  tended  to  the  population  of  the 
world,  so  your  disagreement  and  separation 
has  produced  the  means  of  making  far 
more  extensive  efforts  for  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel,  than  before.  You  have  indeed  a 
vast  field  of  operation,  and  it  is  natural  for 
you  first  to  seek  the  salvation  of  your  neigh¬ 
bours;  but  whether  that  object  might  not 
with  advantage  be  pursued,  together  with 
a  more  distant  object,  the  conversion  of  the 
heathen,  is  l>est  known  to  yourselves.  This, 
however,  1  can  affiim,  tliat  since  the  London 
Missionar}’  Saciety  have  been  active  in  con¬ 
verting  the  distant  heathen,  the  good  jieople 
in  England  have  multiplied  their  efforts, 
and  redoubled  their  exertions  at  home.” 

With  this  communication,  the  Board  also 
received  several  copies  of  the  last  Annual 
Report  of  the  London  Missionary  .Society, 
together  with  a  valuable  collection  of  other 
documents,  highly  interesting  to  the  Mis* 
Isionary  cause. 

From  this  statement,  the  Society  will  per¬ 
ceive  what  the  Board  have  been  enabled  to 
effect  during  the  past  year.  The  number 
of  Missionaries  which  they  have  appointed, 
and  who  have  been  in  actual  employment  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  including  the  last 
appointment,  is  tw’elve.  The  amount  of 
good  which  has  l^on  accomplished,  can  be 
unfolded  only  at  that  day  w’hen  Missionary 
Societies,  and  their  Missionaries,  and  the 
destitute,  who,  through  their  instrumentali¬ 
ty,  have  l)een  supplied  with  the  Werd  of 
Life,  shall  stand  before  the  Son  of  Man. 
We  would  record  it  as  a  token  for  good  that 
your  Missionaries  have  been  enabled  to 
collect,  organize,  and  build  up  so  many 
Churches  in  the  faith  and  order  of  the  Gos- 
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pci.  Btit»  to  the  honour  of  illimitable  grace,  ful^  unspeakably  grateful,  for  what  has  been 
we  W’ould  especially  record  it  as  our  done,  yet  tremblingly  alive,  and  solicitous 
sweetest  encouragement,  and  our  heaviest  for  tlie  future.  Wanting  those  barriers 
impulse,  to  zealous  and  unyielding  perse-  which  fortify  the  stronger  holds  of  religion, 
verance, that  the  Holy  Spirit  has  descended’ she  feels  her  weakness  and  dependence; 
in  so  many  instances,  to  cheer  the  hearts,  looking  away  in  the  attitude  of  desire,  and 
and  strengthen  the  hands,  of  your  Mission-  with  the  ieelings  of  hope,  to  a  kindred 
aries,  by  the  special  and  liberal  ed'usioris  of  spirit,  where  ability  rests,  and  whence  the 
his  sacred  influence.  In  our  review  of  the'  first  assistance  has  been  rendered,  her  lan- 


year  we  discover  little  else  but  the  monu¬ 
ments  of  saving  mercy ;  and  our  report  con¬ 
sists  of  little  else  than  the  narration  of 
rev  ivals  of  religion.  Not  merely  have  thou¬ 
sands  been  furnished  with  the  external 
privileges  of  the  Gospel  through  your  in¬ 
strumentality,  Brethren ;  but  hundreds,  we 
trust,  have  actually  been  born  of  God,  who 
will  not  cease  to  praise  the  Father  of  mer¬ 
cies  for  the  existence  of  this  Society.  Bless 
the  Lord,  O  our  souls ! 

It  has  been  the  purpose  of  the  Directors' 
to  make  a  gradual  advance ;  but  they  are 
pained  to  say,  they  have  been  still  much 
restricted  for  want  of  means.  They  have 
been  willing  to  feel  the  pressure  of  embar¬ 
rassment,  that  they  might  be  more  urgent 
in  their  solicitations  for  relief.  But  not¬ 
withstanding  all  their  solicitations,  they 
have  been  obliged  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  up¬ 
wards  of  twenty  applications,  and  those  tooj 
of  the  most  pressing  character,  for  Missiona-| 
ry  aid.  Beloved  Brethren,  is  it  not  time  to 
think  more  seriously,  to  feel  more  strongly, 
and  to  act  more  industriously  and  strenuous¬ 
ly  for  this  exalted  cause  ?  Who  can  put 
his  hand  to  the  plough  and  look  back  ?  Let 
our  Missionaries  themselves  plead  with 
you  : — “  The  spiritual  necessities  of  infant 
settlements,  and  heathen  lands,  have  made 
an  appeal  to  favoured  piety,  that  sits  unmo¬ 
lested  within  the  precincts  of  the  sanctuary, 
and  not  with  an  empty  reply.  Streams  of 
love  have  richly  and  largely  flown  to  create, 
or  be  the  means  of  creating,  the  same  holy 
affcetion,  where  abominations,  fit  to  make 
an  angel  weep,  have  made  the  land  groan, 
auid  heavens  afraid.  Think  of  the  situations 


guage  is,  though  silent,  yet  easy  to  be  read, 
lyUl  that  charity  dry  wp,  till  we  also  are 
made  strong  Tell  us.  Brethren,  can 
our  ears  be  deaf  to  such  a  cry  as  this Shall 
not  the  apprehensions  of  trembling  piety  be 
relieved,  and  all  her  tears  wiped  away  ? 
Ves,  fellow-labourers,  were  we  to  utter  the 
sentiments  which  pervade  this  Society,  we 
are  persuaded  we  should  publish  to  the 
wilderness,  that  so  long  as  the  cause  this 
infant  Institution  has  espoused  is  capable  of 
progression,  so  long  the  Society  will  pro¬ 
gress  with  it,  and  never  cease  from  the 
work,  till  it  is  become  the  fountain  of  bless¬ 
ing  to  millions  yet  unborn.  We  shall  still 
cherish  the  hope  that  God  has  in  reserve  for 
us  larger  measures  both  of  exertion  and  suc¬ 
cess.  Obstacles  may  still  be  in  our  path, 
but  Christian  wisdom  and  perseverance 
cannot  fail  in  the  end  to  surmount  them  all. 
The  painful  distance  at  which  we  have 
stood  from  many  of  those,  with  whom  it 
was  our  pleasure  once  to  co-operate,  we 
would  fondly  hof>e  is  diminishing  every 
day.  The. time  come,  when  the  dif¬ 
ferences  which  have  so  unhappily  divided 
the  Christian  interest  in  our  favoured  city, 
will  die  away,  and  the  spirit  of  rivalship  and 
jealousy  find  its  grave  in  the  common  cause 
of  evangehzing  the  globe.  Who  does  not 
wishit.^  With  such  a  moral  wilderness 
under  his  eye  as  you  have  had  occasion  to  , 
survey,  who  will  not  pray  for  it  What 
might  not  the  single  city  of  New-York  ac¬ 
complish,  if  her  heart  were  as  the  heart  of 
one  man  in  this  glorious  enterprize  ^ 
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of  piety  in  such  regions,  and  in  such  cir-  anniversary  of  the  Cumber- 

cumstances ;  you  have  thought  of  it  grate-  Carlisle  Sunday  Union,  Mr. 
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Wawn;  in  acknonrlodging  the  thanks  of  the 
meeting,  voted  to  him,  delivered  a  speech 
highly  honourable  to  his  understanding  and 
piety.  Among  many  other  pertinent  allu¬ 
sions,  the  Worthy  gentleman  begged  leave  to 
digress  for  a  moment,  to  relate  an  anecdote 
of  an  aged  female. 

“  Poor  Maiy  ,”  said  he,  “  I  shall  never 
forget  poor  Mary  .*  She  was  returning 
home,  the  picture  of  penury  and  want, 
thoughtful  yet  serene  and  placid,  when  she 
was  joined  by  a  lady  of  affluence  and  piety, 
but  who  was  the  subject  of  some  afflictive 
visitations,  and  was  threatened  with  more. 
She  immediately  began  to  relate  her  sorrows 
and  apprehensions  to  poor  Mary,  who  heard 
her  with  much  attention,  and  then  with  all 
the  tenderness  of  Christian  sympathy  be¬ 
sought  her  to  be  comforted,  reminded  her 
of  the  goodness  and  fidelity  of  that  God  who 
had  promised  never  to  forsake  his  people, 
•  exhorted  her  to  be  grateful  for  the  many 
mercies  she  now  enjoyed,  and  to  confide  in 


the  unchanging  mercy  and  love  of  God  for 
all  future  ones.  By  this  time  they  reached 
the  door  of  her  humble  dwelling.  Mary 
begged  the  lady  to  walk  in,  and  taking  her 
to  a  closet,  said,  “  Pray,  Ma^am,  do  you  see 
any  thing  The  lady  replied  “  No.”  She 
took  her  to  another  closet,  and  repeated  her 
question,  “  Pray,  Ma’am,  do  you  see  any 
thing The  reply  again  was  “  No.”  She 
took  her  to  a  third  closet,  and  once  more 
repeated  her  question,  “  Pray,  Ma’am,  do 
you  see  any  thing  ?”  the  lady  replying,  with 
a  look  of  surprise  bordering  on  displeasure, 
“  JV'b.”  **  Then,  Madam,”  said  poor  Ma¬ 
ry,  “  you  see  ail  1  have  in  the  world.  But 
why  should  I  be  unhappy  ^  I  have  Christ 
in  my  heart  and  heaven  in  my  eye.  I  have 
the  unfailing  word  of  promise,  that  ‘  bread 
shall  be  given  me,  and  water  shall  be  sure,’ 
whilst  1  stay  a  little  longer  in  this  vale  of 
tears ;  and  when  1  die,  a  bright  crown  of 
glory  awaits  me  through  the  merits  of  my 
Redeemer.” 
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